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1S87-SS. 


At  a  meeting  held  December  28,  1886,  Prof.  E.  B.  Andrews, 
LL.  D.,  read  a  paper  entitled  ^  Sir  Henry  Maine  on  the  Pros- 
pects of  Popular  Government." 

At  a  meeting  held  January  25, 1887,  Dr.  F.  C.  Clark,  of  this 
city,  read  a  paper  on  "  Sanitary  Science  in  Riiode  Island." 

At  a  meeting  held  February  8,  1887,  the  Rev.  S.  L.  Cald- 
well, D.  D.,  read  a  paper  entitled  "  Modern  Historians." 

At  a  meeting  held  February  22,  Dr.  Reuben  A.  Guild,  Li- 
brarian of  Brown  University,  read  a  paper  entitled  "  Roger 
Williams  :  His  Birth,  Education,  and  Parentage,  in  the  Light 
of  Recent  Livestigations." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  8,  1887,  Mr.  Ray  Greene  Huling 
of  New  Bedford,  read  a  paper  entitled  "  Samuel  Huljbard 
of  Newport,  1610-1689." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  22,  1887,  Prof.  Stephen  F.  Peck- 
ham  read  a  paper  on  "  Petroleum  in  its  Historical  Relations 
to  Modern  Civilization." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  April  5,  1887,  the  Secretary 
presented  two  communications  from  Gen.  George  S.  Greene, 
relative  to  the  date  of  the  Warwick  settlement,  General 
Greene  believing  the  settlement  to  have  been  made  in  1643 
while  the  seal  of  the  Society  gives  the  impression  that  it  was 
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made  in  1642.  Messrs.  William  D.  Ely,  Joliii  A.  Howland, 
and  James  P.  Root  were  appointed  a  committee  to  report  on 
the  question  raised  by  General  Greene.*  Mr.  Richard  J.  Ar- 
nold, of  Providence,  was  elected  a  resident  member.  The 
cliairman  announced  the  death  during  the  last  quarter  of 
^fessrs.  John  Pitman  Walker,  Barnabas  Benton  Hammond, 
Estus  Lamb,  and  Arthur  Amory  Gammell.  A  paper  j)repared 
by  e.x-Govcrnor  Dyer  was  then  read  by  the  Rev.  Ei-ederic 
Denison,  entitled  "  Elijah  Ormsbee's  Fir.st  Steamboat,  and  Da- 
vid Grieve's  First  Screw  Propeller  Boat."  A  communication 
relative  to  a  ''  half-interest  in  a  bond  for  a  deed  of  certain 
mining  and  mineral  rights,"  etc.,  addressed  to  the  Society 
by  the  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late 
Daniel  Wanton  Lyman,  was  read,  and  it  was  voted  that  the 
said  executors  be  authorized  to  take  such  action  as  should 
seem  best,  with  the  understanding  that  the  Society  is  not 
thereby  i-endered  lial)le  to  any  expense.  The  chairman  laid 
before  the  Society  an  essay  written  by  Marie  A.  Brown,  and 
printed  in  the  October  number  of  a  London  monthly  maga- 
zine called  Time.  The  essay  was  entitled  "  The  Plain  Facts 
about  Christopher  Columbus  and  the  Discovery  of  America," 
the  writer  aiming  to  show  that  this  honor  belonged  to  the 
Northmen  lather  tlian  to  Columbus.  The  chairman  also  read 
n  letter  addressed  to  the  late  John  R.  Bartlett,  by  Marie  A. 
Brown,  in  which  the  aid  of  this  Society  was  sought  to  pro- 
mote the  ol)ject  set  forth  in  her  essay.  Extracts  from  Hig- 
ginson's  lai'gcr  llislory  of  (he  United  Staler  ware  read  to  show 
the  comparative  claims  of  Columi)us  and  the  Northmen  in 
regard  to  the  discovery  of  America. 

At  a  meeting  held  April  19,  1887,  the  Rev.  Thomas  R. 
Sliccr  read  a  pa[)er  entitled  "The  Emj)eror  Julian  and  the 
Pagan  Afterglow." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  July  5,  1887,  the  Librai'ian 
leportcd  that  eighty-eight  volumes,  348  pamphlets,  and  ten 
miscellaneous  articles  had  l^een  received.  A  communication 
was  received  from  Chief  Justice  Durfee  requesting  that  the 

*  See  page  S. 
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Society  take  measui'cs,  on  the  recommendation  of  an  appro- 
])riate  committee,  foi-  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  method  of 
spelling' Rliode  Island  Indian  names.  The  request  was  referred 
to  the  special  committee  on  Indian  localities.  Messrs.  Tiiomas 
C.  Greene,  Arthur  Rogers,  and  Arthur  W.  Claflin,of  Provi- 
dence, and  Richard  Ward  Greene  Welling,  of  Pojac,  North 
Kingstown,  were  elected  resident  members.  Mr.  William  B. 
Weeden  gave  an  account  of  the  recent  meetings  of  the  Amer- 
ican Historical  Association  held  in  Boston,  Cambridge,  and 
Plymouth.  Tlie  rejjort  of  an  organized  movement  in  Great 
Britain  for  tiie  preservation  and  utilization  of  historical 
documents,  and  the  recommendation  of  a  similar  combined 
movement  in  this  country  received  special  attention.  The 
President  read  extracts  from  a  paper  prepared  by  ex-Governor 
Dyer,  entitled  "  A  History  of  the  Application  of  Steam  Power 
from  1663  to  1781."  The  President  called  attention  to  the 
remains  of  a  musket,  found  at  Gaspee  Point,  and  presented 
to  the  Society  by  Mr.  Francis  W.  Miner.  The  musket  is  sup- 
posed to  have  belonged  to  a  member  of  the  party  that  destroyed 
the  British  seliooner  Gaspee  near  that  place,  June  10,  1772. 
Among  the  gifts  received  by  the  Society  is  a  quarto  volume, 
containing  a  commentary  on  the  l>ook  of  Genesis,  l)y  Andrew 
Willett,  believed  to  have  been  the  father  of  Thomas  Willett,  the 
first  mayor  of  New  Yoi'k.  Tiie  book  once  belonged  to  Charles  1., 
and  has  his  coat  of  arms  upon  its  cover.  Mr.  Richmond  P. 
Everett  made  a  report  of  a  visit  to  Manton's  Neck,  where 
Roger  Williams  resided  before  crossing  tlie  Seekonk  and  tak- 
ing up  his  abode  on  the  banks  of  the  Moshassuck.  Mr. 
Everett  was  requested  to  present  this  report  in  writing. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  Oct.  4,  1887,  the  Secretary 
presented  a  letter  from  Joseph  Peace  Hazard,  of  Wakefield, 
giving  a  copy  of  certain  tombstone  inscriptions  found  in  the 
Friends'  burial-ground,  at  Tower  Hill,  South  Kingstown  ;  also  a 
letter  of  ex-Governor  Dyer,  announcing  the  gift  from  Mrs. 
Phili])  W.  Martin,  of  the  original  proclamation  of  Gov.  Ste- 
phen Ho})kins,  dated  Dec.  29,  1758,  authorizing  the  subjects 
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of  Great  Britain  to  kill  and  destroy  the  suhjects  of  tlie  king  of 
France,  in  consequence  of  a  declaration  of  war  issued  by  the 
former  country  ajrainst  the  latter;  also  a  letter  from  tlie  Rev. 
|)i-.  I.  W.  Andrews,  cliairniaii  of  the  committee  to  celebrate 
the  centennial  of  the  settlement  at  Marietta,  0.,  next  April. 
^Ir.  Henry  T.  Drowne  was  aj)|)ointed  a  deleuate  to  represent 
the  Society  on  th.at  occasion.  The  Librarian  I'eported  that 
thei'C  liad  been  received  forty-six  volumes.  338  pam])hlets,  and 
seven  miscellaneous  articles.  Messrs.  Jienjainin  W.  Smith, 
Samuel  Lunt  Caldwell,  Eli  Whitney  Blake,  and  Albert  C.  Day 
were  ^elected  resident  members;  James  Phinney  Baxter,  of 
l*ortland,  ^le.,  was  elected  corresponding  member.  Dr.  C.  W. 
Parsons  reported  that  the  Library  Committee  had  expended  the 
sum  of  $28.97  in  excess  of  its  appropriation,  and  the  action 
of  the  committee  was  approved.  Mr.  William  D.  Ely,  chair- 
man of  a  committee  apiiointed  at  the  April  quarterly  meeting 
to  report  in  regard  to  the  accuracy  of  the  seal  of  the  Society, 
submitted  a  carefully  prepared  paper,  showing  conclusively 
that  the  seal  strictly  accords  with  the  facts  of  history.  A 
copy  of  this  paper  was  requested  for  publication  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society.'^ 

At  a  meeting  held  Novembei'  1,  1887,  Prof.  E.  B.  Andrews 
i-ead  a  paper  entitled  "The  Constitutional  Convention  of  1787." 

At  a  meeting  held  November  15,1887,  Mr.  Justin  Winsor, 
the  Librarian  of  Harvard  University,  read  a  paper  entitled  "The 
Diplomatic  Wiles  and  Blunders  Connected  with  the  Northeast 
Boundary  Controversy,"  illustrated  by  an  outline  map. 

At  a  meeting  held  November  29,  1887,  Mr.  William  B. 
Weeden  read  a  ])aper  entitled"  The  Early  African  Slave  Trade 
in  New  England." 

At  a  meeting  held  December  13, 1887,  Mr.  Howard  W.  Pres- 
ton read  a  paper  entitled  "The  Features  of  the  French  and 
the  English  Charters  of  the  Seventeenth  Century." 

At  a  meering  held  December  27,  1887,  Mr.  William  A. 
^lowry  read  a  paper  entitled  "  Franklin's  Diplomacy  and  its 


*  Printed  in  this  volume.    For  the  occasion  of  the  paper,  see  ante,  page  5. 
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Results,  as  Illustrated  l)y  the  Acquisition  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory." 

The  sixty-sixtli  annual  meeting  was  held  January  10,  1888, 
the  President,  Prof.  William  Gammell,  in  the  cliair. 

Two  communications  were  received  from  the  New  London 
County  Historical  Society,  relative  to  a  monument  to  be  erected 
on  Pequot  Hill,  Groton,  Conn.,  in  honor  of  Maj.  John  Mason, 
who  led  tiie  colonists  and  the  friendly  Indians  in  the  victory 
gained  over  the  Pequots  in  1637.  The  Society  was  invited  to 
insert  in  the  pedestal  of  the  monument  a  representation  (jf 
Roger  Williams  dissuading  tlie  Narragansetts  from  joining  the 
Pequots.  Messrs.  William  D.  Ely,  E.  E.  Andrews,  and  James 
Burdick  were  appointed  a  committee  to  take  such  action  in  the 
matter  as  they  deemed  fitting.  Messrs.  Samuel  T.  Douglas, 
Samuel  Foster,  Alpheus  S.  Packard,  and  Arnold  B.  Chace 
were  elected  resident  members;  and  James  Tillinghast,  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  William  F.  Poole,  of  Chicago,  111.,  were 
elected  corresponding  meml)ers. 

Reports  were  presented  by  the  Treasurer,  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  the  Committee  on  Building  and  Grounds,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publications,  and  Mr.  Porter  of  the  Procurators. 

The  President  presented  his  annual  address  briefly  noting  the 
proceedings  of  the  Society  during  the  past  year,  and  announc- 
ing the  deatli  of  nine  resident  memljersand  two  corresponding 
members. 

It  was  voted  that  a  tax  of  three  dollars  be  assessed  on 
each  resident  memljer  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  current 
year. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Committee  on  Publications  be  author- 
ized to  print  five  hundred  copies  of  the  proceedings,  to  include/ 
the  address  of  the  President,  the  annual  reports,  and  any  other 
papers  the  committee  shall  select,  provided  the  whole  expense 
does  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected. 
Their  names  are  printed  on   pages  3  and  4  of  this  volume. 
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Gentlemkn  of  the  Historical  Society: 

We  meet  this  oveiiiiiG;  iti  our  Sixty-sixtli  Amuial  Mectin<(, 
and  it  is  proper  that  I  invite  your  attention  to  a  brief  review 
of  our  progress  and  work  during  the  year  which  now  closes. 
Though  it  has  been  marked  by  no  important  change  in  our 
condition,  it  lias  still  been  a  year  of  gratifying  prosperity  in 
the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  We  have  received  from 
our  meml)ers  and  friends  a  large  variety  of  volumes,  pamphlets, 
historical  papers  of  various  descriptions,  and  other  articles  of 
public  interest,  which  are  entitled  to  a  place  in  our  collection. 
A  list  of  these  will  be  contained  in  the  annual  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Library.  The  whole  number  of  articles  of 
every  kind  which  have  been  thus  received  is  1,730,  of  which 
316  are  bound  volumes,  1,318  are  pam[)hlcts,  and  96  are 
classed  as  miscellaneous.  The  Society  makes  grateful  ac- 
knowledgment of  these  various  gifts,  many  of  them,  ))orhaps, 
of  little  intrinsic  value,  but  all  ])Ossibly  useful  in  illustrating 
the  manners,  characters,  or  events  of  the  time  to  which  they 
relate. 

Among  the  volumes  thus  received  1  may  mention  the  fol- 
lowing, the  greater  number  of  which  relate  to  Rhode  Island  : 

1.  The  "  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island,"  "  com- 
prising three  generations  of  settlers  who  came  before  1690, 
with  many  families  carried  to  the  fourth  generation,"  by 
John  Osborne  Austin.  This  work,  by  one  of  our  resident  mem- 
bers, possesses  merits  of  a  high  order,  and  has  been  pronounced 
Ijy  those  who  are  most  com|)etent  to  appreciate  it,  to  be  thor- 
oughly scientific  in  its  method,  and  exceedingly  accurate  in  its 
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laborious  execution.  To  a  larue  number  of  families  now 
dwelling  in  the  State,  and  a  nearly  equal  number  settled  in 
other  States,  it  points  out  the  line  of  their  descent  from  the 
early  plantei's  of  Rhode  Island.  His  associates  in  this  Society 
feel  gratified  and  lionored  in  tlie  production  of  a  volume  of 
family  genealogy  in  all  respects  so  creditable. 

2.  ''  Portraits  of  the  Presidents-General  of  the  Order  of  the 
Cincinnati,  and  of  early  presidents  of  the  existing  State  soci- 
eties, and  of  several  other  prominent  original  members,  and 
a  roll  of  general  olticers  and  hereditary  and  honorary  mem- 
bers on  the  27th  of  July,  1887.  Printed  by  the  R.  I.  Soci- 
ety of  the  Cincinnati."  The  portraits  in  this  collection  are 
twenty-five  in  number,  and  all  represent  officers  of  national 
renown.  They  are  well  executed  and  form  an  exceedingly 
interesting  volume. 

o.  "  Providence  Illustrated  "  ;  a  collectioji  of  i)hotographic 
views  of  the  public  buildings  and  of  many  private  residences 
in  Providence.  It  is  a  well-bound  quarto  volume,  which  has 
special  historical  importance,  for  it  will  preserve  for  later 
generations  the  form  and  aspect  of  a  large  number  of  the  chief 
edifices  of  the  city,  and  throw  much  light  on  the  tastes  and 
modes  of  life  of  the  time. 

4.  'J'he  "  Providence  Plantations  for  Two  Hundred  and 
Fifty  Years"  ;  an  historical  review  of  the  foundation,  rise,  and 
progress  of  the  City  of  Providence.  By  Welcome  Arnold 
Greene.  In  addition  to  the  historical  sketch  of  the  origin  and 
early  growth  of  Providence  Plantations,  this  work  abounds 
in  views  of  streets  and  squares,  of  churches,  business  estab- 
lishments and  public  buildings,  now  jjrominent  features  of 
the  city,  which  will  preserve  their  outlines  for  future  times. 
The  compiler  of  this  work  is  also  a  resident  member  of  our 
Society. 

5.  "-Life  of  Commodore  Matthew  Calbraith  Perry,"  by  the 
Rev.  William  Elliott  Griffis,  d.  d.  A  portion  of  this  interest- 
ing volume  was  read  by  its  author,  as  one  of  the  papers  in  our 
winter  course  in  1884. 
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6.  "•  Educational  Mosaics,"  l)y  Dr.  T.  J.  Morgan,  Principal 
of  the  State  Xornial  School. 

7.  "  Christmas  in  Narragansett,"  hy  tiie  Rev.  Dr.  Edward 
Everett  Hale. 

8.  "Colonial  Days  in  Rhode  Island." 

9.  "  A  Conunentary  on  Genesis,"  by  Andrew  Willett  (be- 
lieved to  l>e  the  father  of  Thomas  Willett).  London  :  1632^ 
folio,  pp.  727.  Once  the  property  of  King  Charles  I., and  hav- 
ing the  royal  arms  on  its  covers.  Presented  by  Dr.  C.  W. 
Parsons. 

10.  "  A  Record  of  the  Commemoration  of  the  Two  Hun- 
dred and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Founding  of  Harvard 
College."  A  volume  to  l)e  cherished  in  every  library  of 
A?iierican  History  in  which  it  may  find  a  place. 

11.  "  History  of  North  Brooktield,  Ma.ss.,"  1647-1887,  from 
the  committee  of  the  town.  This  is  a  very  carefully  pi-epared 
volume  and  sets  forth  the  history  of  an  interesting  rural  town 
from  its  founding,  more  than  two  hundred  years  ago,  to  the 
present  time.  In  addition  to  the  historical  narrative  it  alst) 
contains  a  full  genealogical  register,  prepared  ))y  a  skillful 
hand,  of  the  families  forming  its  early  population. 

12.  "  Diary  of  Thomas  Robbins,'D.  D.,"  179(3-1854.  A 
large  octavo  volume,  containing,  memoranda  of  interesting 
events  and  characters  during  the  lifetime  of  the  writer. 

13.  "  Memorial  History  of  Hartford  County,  Conn.,"  1G33- 
1884,  edited  by  J.  Hammond  Truml)ull,  a  volume  the  import- 
ance of  which  needs  no  other  guai'antee  than  the  name  of  its 
distinguished  and  venerable  editor. 

To  these  may  be  added  "  Recollections  of  a  Sailor  on  a 
Cruise  on  Ijoai-d  the  U.  S.  Gunboat  Louisiana,"  the  "  Life  of 
Colonel  Slocnm  of  the  Second  Rhode  Island  Regiment,"  and 
"South  County  Neighbors,"  by  Esther  Bernon  Carpenter, all  of 
which  relate  to  Rhode  Island  scenes,  characters  and  events. 

I  also  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  "  State  Census  of 
Rhode  Island,"  a  volume  of  more  than  six  hundred  and  iifty 
octavo  pages,  prepared  by   Mr.  Perry,  the   Secretary  of  this 
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Society.  I  have  had  opportunities  to  know  how  assiduous  is 
the  labor  which  has  been  bestowed  on  this  important  work, 
that  its  plans  are  very  comprehensive  and  its  methods  such 
as  have  been  most  approved  in  the  census  ottices  of  other 
States.  It  is  designed  to  present  the  physical  outlines  of 
Rhode  Island  and  of  each  of  its  several  towns,  the  number, 
varieties  and  condition  of  their  respective  populations,  to- 
gether with  their  leading  occupations  and  pursuits.  It  also 
embraces  statistics  of  education,  of  industry  and  of  every 
leading  interest  of  the  State,  which  are  highly  suggestive  of 
tlie  resources  which  it  possesses  and  the  modes  in  which  they 
may  be  developed. 

The  work  of  cataloguing  the  books,  pamphlets  and  arti- 
cles of  every  kind  which  have  been  accumulating  in  our  Cab- 
inet building  almost  from  the  formation  of  the  Society,  1ms 
made  very  good  pi-ogrcss  during  the  year.  A  very  consider- 
able portion  of  the  volumes  in  the  collection  have  been  both 
catalogued  and  shelf-listed,  so  that  they  may  be  readily  found 
when  called  for  to  be  used.  The  same  is  true  of  a  part  of  the 
pamphlets.  The  number  of  bound  volumes  which  have  been 
thus  prepared  for  consultation  and  use.  is  nearly  seven  thou- 
sand, and  the  number  of  unbound  pamphlets  is  upwards  of 
twelve  thousand  ;  and  a  nearly  equal  number  of  each  remains  to 
be  thus  taken  in  hand.  Meanwhile  the  prosecution  of  the 
work  has  been  arrested  by  the  want  of  space  in  the  Cabinet 
for  the  placing  of  shelves.  As  we  are  all  well  aware,  our  Cab- 
inet is  no  longer  adequate  to  our  necessities.  At  least  one- 
third  of  the  historical  material  which  we  have  collected,  still 
remains  in  a  condition  in  which  it  can  scarcely  l)e  used,  or 
even  inspected  save  in  tlie  most  cursory  manner.  It  is  doubt- 
less true  that  it  is  secure  from  destruction,  but  this  is  not  the 
whole  purpose  for  which  we  received  it.  Our  building  ought 
immediately  to  be  enlarged.  Asa  Society,  may  I  not  say,  as 
individual  members,  we  are  far  from  fulfilling  the  natural  ex- 
jiectations  of  the  public  and  especially  of  our  friends  botii 
abroad    and  at  home,  who  have  placed  in  our  possession  so- 
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many  valuable  materials  for  local  or  for  <^cneral  history.  I 
have  felt  it  to  Ix'  my  duty  to  urge  this  matter  frei[aeiitly  upon 
your  attention  and  it  is  with  no  ordinary  disappointment  that 
I  have  found  my  urging  to  he  wholly  unavailing.  If  the  plan 
for  enlargement  which  was  adopted  hy  the  Society  several 
years  ago  is  deemed  too  expensive,  let  us  have  one  less  costly 
i)ut  liy  all  means  let  us  have  the  enlargement  which  is  so  ob- 
viously required  and  which  our  good  name,  as  well  as  onr 
necessities,  really  demands. 

The  quarterly  meetings  of  the  Society  liave  been  well  main- 
tained, and,  1  think,  with  increasing  interest.  The  true  use 
of  these  meetings,  in  addition  to  the  business  that  may  reijuii-e 
attention,  is  to  fiu'nish  occasions  on  which  the  members  of  the 
Society,  one  and  all,  may  bring  forward  the  results  of  their 
separate  inquiries  as  to  matters  of  local  or  of  general  histoiT. 
Such  results  and  the  conversations  and  discussions  to  which 
they  uaturally  give  I'ise,  form  one  of  the  chief  occui)ations  of 
the  Society  at  these  meetings.  They  greatly  assist  in  coi-rect- 
ing  ei-roneous  or  inadetiuate  judgments  as  to  characters  or 
events,  an.d  at  the  same  time  afford  to  all  our  members  oppor- 
tunities to  l)ring  forward  the  results  of  their  own  investiga- 
tions, and  to  i)rcsent  questions  in  which  they  have  l)ecom(^ 
interested,  and  of  which  they  are  seeking  for  answers.  It 
would  contribute  very  much  to  the  value  and  interest  of  these 
meetings  if  every  one  of  our  meml)ers  would  come  to  them 
with  some  i-esult  of  his  own  inquiries  or  studies. 

Our  course  of  historical  papers  read  at  ))nltlic  meetings  of 
tiie  Society  every  two  weeks  during  the  winter  months  has 
licen  well  sustained  during  the  yeai'.  Tlioy  were  begun  as  a 
permanent  arrangement  in  1874  and  have  l)cen  maintained 
ever  since  with  marked  interest  on  the  {)art  of  those  who  have 
attended  them  and  with  great  advantage  to  the  Society.  They 
begin  in  Noveml)er  of  every  year  and  terminate  in  April.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  sul)jccts  and  of  the  authors  of  tl-.e 
several  papers  whicli  have  been  read  at  these  meetings  ami 
also  at  the  quarterly  meetings  daring  the  year  now  closing: 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    PRESIDENT.  15 

1.  January  25,  1887.  "  Progress  of  Sanitary  Science  in 
Rhode  Island,"  by  Franklin  0.  Clark,  m.  d. 

2.  February  8.  "  Modern  Historians,"  by  the  Rev.  Samuel 
L.  Caldwell,  d.  d. 

3.  February  22.  •'  Roger  Williams,  His  Parentage,  Birth, 
and  Education  in  the  Light  of  Recent  Investigations,"  l)y 
Mr.  Reuben  A.  Guild. 

4.  March  8.  "  Samuel  Hubbard  of  Newport,  IGIO— 1689," 
by  Mr.  Ray  Greene  Huling. 

5.  March  22.  "Petroleum  in  its  Historical  Relations  to 
Modern  Civilization,"  by  Prof.  Stephen  P.  Peckham. 

6.  April  5.  At  a  quartei-ly  meeting,  "  Elijah  Oi'rasbce's 
First  Steamboat  and  David  Grieve's  First  Screw  Propeller," 
by  the  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer. 

7.  April  19.  "  The  Emperor  Julian  and  the  Pagan 
Afterglow,"  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Slicer. 

8.  July  5,  At  a  quarterly  meeting,  "  Use  of  Steam 
Power  in  Rhode  Island,  from  1663  to  1781,"  by  the  Hon.  Eli- 
sha Dyer. 

9.  October  4.  At  a  quarterly  meeting,  "  The  Date  of 
the  settlement  of  Warwick  verified  and  determined,"  by  Mr. 
William  D.  Ely. 

10.  November  1.  "  The  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1787,"    by  Prof.  E.  P.  Andrews. 

11.  November  15.  "  Diplomatic  Wiles  and  Blunders 
connected  with  the  Northeastern  Boundary  controversy,"  by 
Mr.  Justin  Winsor. 

12.  November  29.  '•  Early  African  Slave  Trade  in  New 
England."  l)y  Mr.  William  B.  Weeden. 

13.  December  13.  "  The  French  Colonial  Ciiarters,"  l)y 
Mr.  Howard  W.  Preston. 

14.  Decemlier  27.  "  Franklin's  Diplomacy  and  its  Re- 
sults," by  Mr.  William  A.  Mowry. 

Of  the  papers  thus  enumci'ated,  all  but  one  were  furnished 
by  resident  members  of  the  Society.  The  admirable  paper 
read  by  Mr.  Justin  Winsor,  of  Cambridge, on  the  "  Northeast- 
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eni  Boundary  Controversy,"  was  a  conti-ihution  from  ahroad, 
and  we  arc  greatly  indebted  to  its  distinguislied  author  for  the 
pleasure  and  instruction  which  it  afforded. 

The  necrology  of  the  year  comprises  the  names  of  the  fol- 
lowing resident  members  of  the  Society,  among  them  those 
of  some  of  the  most  active  members  on  our  rolls.  They  are 
as  follows:  John  Pitman  Walker,  Estus  Lamb,  Benjamin  Bar- 
nabas Hammond,  Arthur  Amory  Gammell,  Edward  Thompson 
Caswell,  Ariel  Ballon,  Thomas  Vernon,  William  Sullivan 
Johnson,  James  Pierce  Root.  A  l)rief  record  of  the  lives  of 
these,  our  deceased  associates,  will  be  printed  with  the  annual 
proceedings  of  the  Society. 

Of  our  corresponding  members  we  have  to  record  the  death 
of  Benjamin  Perley  Poore  and  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Hague. 
Mr.  Poore  began  life  as  a  printer  and  publisher  of  a  newspa- 
per, an  occupation  which  of  itself  requires  an  ai»titude  for 
liistorical  investigation.  He  was  subse(iuently  attached  to 
foreign  embassies  of  the  government,  and  at  length  made  his 
residence  in  Washington  as  a  clerk  to  committees  of  Congress 
and  a  reporter  for  the  press.  In  these  positions  he  had  long 
liecn  an  authority  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  legislative 
history  of  the  country.  He  was  the  author  of  several  volumes 
of  biography.  Plis  most  important  service  to  American  his- 
toiy,  however,  was  his  lal)orions  jjreparation,  thi'ough  many 
years,  of  an  index  to  Congressional  documents  of  all  descrip- 
tions, from  1774  to  a  recent  date.  It  has  l)een  said  to  1)0  the 
most  labor-saving  guide  that  exists  for  the  student  who  ex- 
plores the  history  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

The  Rev.  Di-.  Hague  was  born  in  1807,  in  Pelliam.  N.  Y., 
and  was  educated  at  Hamilton  College,  in  that  state.  In  1837 
he  became  the  minister  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  this 
city,  in  which  office  he  continued  till  1840.  While  here  he 
prepared  a  historical  discourse  on  the  two  hundredth  anni- 
versary of  the  founding  of  the  church  in  1G30,  which  was 
published.  He  also  published  several  sermons  and  other 
works,  of  which  thi?  best  known  are  "Christianity  and  States- 
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mansliip,"  "Home  Life,"  and  "Ralph  Waldo  Emerson."  He 
died  on  the  first  day  of  August,  1887,  having  just  read  the 
last  proof-sheets  of  a  volume  of  personal  reminiscences,  which 
has  since  been  published  with  the  title,  Life  Notes:  or,  Fifty 
Years'  Outlook,  in  which  he  makes  frequent  mention  of  Prov- 
idence and  Rhode  Island.  A  copy  of  this  volume  has  been 
sent  to  the  library  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Henry  T.  Drowne,  of 
New  York. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  a  resolution  was 
adopted  to  unite  with  other  historical  societies  in  a  memorial 
to  Congress,  relating  to  tiie  proposal  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Stevens,  of 
London,  to  prepare  in  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  a  complete  list  of  all  the  unpublished  papers  and  doc- 
uments pertaining  to  American  history  now  to  be  found  in 
the  public  archives  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Holland  and 
Spain.  The  number  of  Americans  engaged  in  researches  of 
this  kind  is  already  very  large  and  is  constantly  increasing. 
The  difficulty  attending  such  researches  is  very  great  even  in 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,  for  they  require  not  only  a 
visit  to  Europe,  but,  what  is  sometimes  even  more  formidable, 
the  obtaining  of  access  to  the  libraries  and  record  offices  in 
which  they  are  to  be  carried  on.  The  result  is  that  in  many 
cases  historical  investigations  of  this  character  are  wholly 
abandoned  by  those  who  eagerly  desire  to  pursue  them.  The 
memorial  to  which  I  have  referred  was  presented  to  the  late 
Congress  at  its  session  last  winter,  and  in  both  houses  it  was 
referred  to  the  Joint  Lil)rary  Committee.  This  committee, 
after  full  consideration,  made  a  report  to  both  houses  of  Con- 
gress in  favor  of  tiie  })etition,  and  accompanied  it  with  a  joint 
resolution  appropriating  $100,000  as  a  compensation  for  the 
work  to  be  done.  So  crowded,  however,  was  the  docket  of 
business  in  both  houses  that  the  resolution  was  not  reached 
in  either,  and  it  will  have  to  be  presented  again.  Since  the 
dissolution  of  the  late  Congress,  however,  it  has  been  pro- 
posed that,  instead  of  a  simple  list  or  index  of  titles,  copies 
be  made  of  all  manuscripts  of  the  class  referred  to,  wherever 
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the}'  may  be  found,  and  that  when  made,  they  1)C  printed  in 
their  original  languages  at  the  expense  of  the  government. 
In  case  the  government  prefers  to  provide  only  for  the  index, 
it  is  also  further  proposed  that  tlie  work  he  undertaken  by  the 
joint  contril)utions  of  societies  and  individuals  and  that  the 
collection,  when  completed,  shall  l)ecomc  the  nucleus  of  a 
special  historical  manuscript  library.  Precisely  what  may 
he  the  result  of  this  common  movement  of  all  the  historical 
societies  and  the  leading  votaries  of  historical  studies  in  the 
United  States,  it  is  not  now  easy  to  determine.  But  the 
movement  itself  which  was  begun  last  winter,  and  the  favor 
with  which  it  was  regarded-by  the  Joint  Library  Committee 
of  Congress,  would  seem  to  warrant  the  expectation  of  some 
important  consequences.  I  do  not  anticipate  that  anything 
adequate  to  the  necessities  v.'hich  exist  will  be  accomplished 
unless  it  be  undertaken  by  the  government  itself.  Indeed  the 
work  in  question  is  required  for  the  uses  of  the  government 
not  less  than  for  those  of  the  students  of  American  history. 

The  centennial  anniversary  of  the  formation  and  promul- 
gation of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  St9,tes  was  celebrated 
atPhiladel|)hia  with  a  magnificence  and  impressiveness  worthy 
of  the  great  event,  and  worthy  of  the  American  peo[)le.  The 
President  and  the  high  officials  of  the  national  govern- 
ment were  present,  with  eminent  officers  of  the  army  and  the 
navy  ;  the  states  and  the  territories  were  represented  either 
l)y  civil  or  by  military  officers  and  many  of  them  by  military 
organizations;  ami  a  discriminating  and  instructive  discourse 
was  delivered  by  Mr.  Justice  Miller,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.  In  this  celebration,  Rhode  Island  was 
represented  l)y  hei-  governor,  by  members  of  the  legislature 
and  a  regiment  of  infantry  ;  and  so  far  as  1  am  informed,  no 
questions  were  asked  as  to  the  part  borne  by  the  state  in  the 
great  transaction  of  whose  completion  it  was  the  hundredth 
anniversary. 

.  The  eminent  success  and  the  great  impressiveness  of  the 
occasion   at   Philadelphia  have  given  rise  to  a  determination 
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among  the  citizens  of  Now  York  to  celebrate  another  national 
centennial  event  connected  witli  their  own  city.  It  was  in 
New  York  that  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  was  in 
session  when  it  called  the  convention  that  framed  the  con- 
stitntion,and  it  was  there  also,  after  its  adoption  by  eleven  of 
the  states,  that  by  the  order  of  the  same  Congress,  the  first 
President  of  the  United  States  was  inaugurated  and  the  new 
government  was  set  in  operation  in  April,  1789.  The  consti- 
tution which  had  been  completed  eighteen  months  before,  then 
entered  on  that  beneficent  work  which,  we  trust,  may  not  be 
interrupted  for  centuries  to  come.  The  moral  features  of  the 
latter  occasion  are  scarcely  less  impressive  than  those  of  the 
event  lately  celebrated  at  Philadelphia.  Tiiey  are  certainly 
striking  enough  to  warrant  any  celebration  that  may  be 
accorded  to  them. 

And  there  is  still  another  event  long  antedating  and  far 
transcending  either  of  these  in  world-wide  importance,  whicii 
promises  to  attract  an  attention  that  no  other  can  claim,  and 
I  refer  to  it  as  a  great  incentive  to  the  study  of  American  his- 
tory. The  year  1892  will  bring  the  fourth  centennial  return 
of  the  day  which  witnessed  the  discovery  of  the  new  world, 
now  occupied  by  some  twenty  civilized  nations  and  dominions, 
of  which  our  own  is  the  acknowledged  leader.  It  is  not  to  be 
imagined  that  we  shall  be  indifferent  to  the  four  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  day  on  which  the  great  discoverer  first  saw 
the  land  on  this  western  side  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  It  was 
the  first,  the  initial  event  in  the  history  of  America  and  essen- 
tial to  all  that  have  succeeded  it,  and  as  was  to  be  expected,  the 
manner  in  which  its  anniversary  may  be  best  observed  has 
already  become  a  subject  of  discussion  and  preparation. 
Many  months  ago  a  National  Board  was  formed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  devising  a  suitable  plan  of  commemorating  the  great 
event,  and  during  the  past  week  a  very  elaborate  bill  was  in- 
troduced in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  by  Senator  Hoar, 
of  Massachusetts,  providing  for  a  World's  Exposition  at 
Washington  in    honor  of  the  transcendent  occasion  ;    and  in 


20  KIIOPE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

addition  to  this,  that  a  permanent  Exposition  or  Musenin  of 
American  Continental  Civilization  sliall  be  established  at  the 
capital  of  the  Nation  nnder  the  joint  anspices  of  tlie  United 
States,  of  the  forty-six  states  and  teiritories  and  the  sixteen 
independent  nations  in  North.  South,  and  Central  America,  to 
be  governed  by  an  Advisory  Board  of  sixty-two  members,  of 
Avhom  one  is  to  be  apjjointed  by  each  of  the  states,  territories 
and  nations  represented  in  the  exposition. 

The  approach  of  this  centennial  anniversary  has  revived 
discussions  which  have  long  been  suspended,  as  to  whether  Co- 
lumbus was  the  real  discoverer  of  America.  The  story  of 
the  Scandinavian  sea-rovers  has  been  again  recited  and  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  show  that  nearly  five  centuries 
before  Columbus  eml)arked  on  his  earliest  voyage,  certain 
Northmen  from  the  shores  of  Norway  and  Denmark  had 
found  their  way,  in  various  excursions,  to  Greenland  and  at 
length  to  Newfoundland  and  to  the  coast  of  New  England; 
that  they  made  temporary  settlements  in  these  lands  and  thus 
entitled  themselves  to  be  acknowledged  as  the  real  discoverers 
of  the  new  world  of  the  West.  The  proofs  on  which  these 
claims  are  made  to  rest  are  said  to  be  contained  in  certain 
prehistoi-ic  legends,  which  have  been  wrought  into  the  early 
annals  of  Norway  and  of  other  Scandinavian  countries.  Atten- 
tion lias  lately  been  called  to  these  legends  with  some  special 
zeal  on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Nowhere,  however,  do 
they  appear  to  have  made  so  deep  an  im})iession  as  upon  the 
minds  of  the  membeis  of  the  city  council  of  Boston,  by 
whose  authority  there  has  been  erected  in  a  very  conspicuous 
spot  in  that  city  a  monument  bearing  the  inscription  :  "  Liep 
Ericson,  Discoverer  of  America,  a.  d.,  1000,"  as  if  it  were 
an  established  historical  fact.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  munici- 
pal authoi'ities  of  any  other  American  city  have  thus  posi- 
tively committed  themselves  to  the  Scandinavian  claimant  for 
the  position  so  long  occupied  l)y  Columbus.  1  am  quite  confi- 
dent that  no  American  Ai'chaiological  Society  has  thus  sum- 
marily decided  this  most  interesting  question.    Even  admitting 
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that  the  Northmen  made  the  visits  and  began  the  settlements 
which  are  ascribed  to  them  it  is  certain  that  they  neither  ai> 
preciated  nor  made  known  what  they  had  done.  Their  settle- 
ments were  of  brief  duration  and  the  regions  which  they 
visited  at  length  became  as  unknown,  even  in  Scandinavia,  as 
if  no  voyagers  had  ever  seen  them.  Tlie  world  beyond  the 
Atlantic  had  not,  in  fact,  been  discovered. 

How  different  from  these  aimless  and  fruitless  excursions 
were  the  well  planned  voyages  of  Columbus,  prompted  by  long 
scientific  study  directed  to  a  single  end,  prosecuted  amidst 
appalling  difficulties  with  an  unfaltering  faith  in  their  result, 
and  crowned  at  last  with  triumphant  success.  Let  it  not  be 
imagined  that  the  laurels  which  have  not  withered  in  four  hun- 
dred years  will  ever  be  stripped  from  the  brow  of  Columbus  as 
the  real  discoverer  of  America. 


22  KHOOK    ISt.ANI)     HTSTOKU'AL    SOriKTY. 


REPORT    OF   THE  COMiWlTTEE  ON  BUILDING 
AND  GROUNDS. 


Providence,  Jan.  10,  1888. 
To  THE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

The    expenditures  for  the  care    of  Building  and   Ground.s 
for  the  year  1887,  have  been  as  follows  : 
To  W.  S.  Hogg,  for  care  of  grounds  and  removing 

snow, .$47  23 

William  H.  Fenncr  &  Co.,  repairs  of  eave-troughs 

and  conductors,        ..... 
Robinson  Pierce,  for  repairs  on  the  roof, 
King  &  Richards,  for  case  of  drawers, 
F.  Coggeshall,  for  rei)airs  on  furnace, 
Alexander  Grant,  repairing  window,   . 

Total, $111  11 

Vouchers  for  the  above  are  on  file  with  the  Treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee  on  Building  and 
Grounds. 

ISAAC  H.  SOUTH  WICK,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
LIBRARY. 


Providence,  January  10,  1888. 
To  THE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  present  their 
Eighth  Annual  Report. 

Mr.  Amos  Perry,  Secretary  of  the  Society,  has  also  filled, 
the  office  of  Librarian,  and  during  the  past  year  the  rooms 
liave  been  open  for  visitors  at  the  usual  hours,  excepting  for  a 
fortnight  in  August,  when  the  Library  was  closed  to  afford  a 
vacation  to  the  Librarian  and  his  assistant. 

There  has  been  a  small  decrease  in  the  number  of  visitors 
as  compared  with  last  year,  but  the  facilities  for  examination 
of  papers,  particularly  the  manuscripts,  have  been  constantly 
improving,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  memorandum 
furnished  by  Mr.  Sandford  B.  Smith,  the  Librarian's  assistant ; 

The  number  of  books  is         ......         .         6,905 

The  number  of  shelves  is      .         .         .         .         .         .         .  271 

Pamphlet  Cases. 

No.  I.     [Rhode  Island  and  Providence],         ....         231 
No.  2.     [The  other  five  New  England  States],         .         .         .  27S 

No.  3.     [States  and  Counties  outside  of  New  England],         .         291 


Total 800 

The  number  of  pamphlets  catalogued  will  probably  approximate  to 
15,000. 

Books,  pamphlet  cases,  and  shelves  have  recently  been  cleaned  and  the 
numbers  have  been  verified. 
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Pamphlets  have  been  labelled  and  catalogued  as  received.  Manuscript 
papers  contained  in  bound  volumes  have  been  paged  and  indexed  as 
follows: 

Rhode  Island  Mam  sc  ripts. 

Vol.  VI.  1792  to  1805. 
Vol.  VII.  1828  to  1861. 
Vol.  VIII.  1677  to  1806. 
Vol.  IX.  1693  to  1855. 
\'ol.  X.        1720  to  1843. 

MosKS  Brown  Paters. 


Vol. 

I. 

i^'j.S  to 

1687. 

Vol. 

II. 

16S7  to 

1706. 

Vol. 

III. 

1706  to 

1828. 

Vol. 

IV. 

1750  to 

1832. 

Vol. 

\'. 

1792  to 

IS06. 

Mos 

Vol. 

I. 

1 7Mi  to 

1770. 

Vol. 

11. 

1770  to 

1778. 

Vol. 

111. 

1778  to 

1782. 

Vol. 

IV. 

17S2  to 

1784. 

Vol. 

V. 

17S4  to 

17S7. 

Vol. 

VI. 

17S7  to 

1789. 

Vol.  VIII.  1792  to  1796. 

Vol.  IX.  1796  to  1799. 

Vol.  X.  1800  to  1804. 

Vol.  XI.  1804  to  iSio. 

Vol.  XII.  1810  to  1816. 

Vol.  XIII.  1816  to  1822. 

Vol.  \"II.    1789  to  1792.  Vol.  XIV.  1S22  to  1842. 

Moses  Bi^own  Papers —  Miscellaneous. 

Vol.  I.         1722  to  1803.  Vol.  III.      167S  to  1828. 

Vol.  II.        1804  to  1S24. 

Many  manuscrij)ts  still  remain  to  be  indexed. 

By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  doennients  of  great  value  arc 
now  accessible  to  those  who  are  interested  in  the  history  of 
our  city's  growth  ;  among  others  the  extensive  correspondence 
of  Moses  Brown,  the  founder  of  the  Friends'  School  in  Prov- 
idence. It  covers  a  long  term  of  years,  relates  to  many  sub- 
jects, showing  his  mental  grasp,  Jiis  great  foresight,  and  his 
kindly  spirit.  Fourteen  large  volumes  of  his  business  letters 
and  memoranda,  and  three  volumes  of  general  correspondence 
liave  been  carefully  indexed  —  a  part  of  this  year's  work. 

As  stated  in  Mr.  Smith's  memorandum,  the  cataloguing  of 
bound  volumes  had  to  be  suspended  early  in  the  year,  owing 
to  lack  of  shelf-room,  which  is  so  far  out-grown  as  to  discour- 
age efforts  for  further  additions.  The  elasticity  of  shelves, 
already  l)reaking  down  l)eneath  the  weight  of  books,  is  alto- 
gether too  severely  tested  both  by  piling  volumes  upon  them 
and  arranging  the  l)Ook8  in  double  rows,  one  behind  another. 
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This  want  of  room  to  place  our  treasures  is  not  creditable  to 
our  Society.  Last  year  a  small  space  was  gained  by  the  sale 
of  a  few  duplicates,  but  this  year  we  have  not  had  that  source 
of  relief  from  the  distress  occasioned  by  the  generosity  of  our 
friends,  who  seem  to  be  unaware  of  our  restricted  quarters- 
Futnre  growth  seems  impossible  without  enlargement  of  our 
borders. 

The  Committee  have  expended  during  the  year  : 

For  books  and  j)eriodicaIs, 
Binding, 
Printing  and  stationery, 

Total,  i 1 30  61 

It  will  be  seen  that  expenditure  lias  exceeded  the  annual 
appropriation  of  ilOO  for  the  use  of  the  Library  Committee, 
by  the  sum  of  $30.61 ;  but,  as  nearly  all  of  last  year's  appropria- 
tion was  returned  to  the  treasury,  the  Committee  have  secured 
the  approval  of  the  Society  in  this  excess. 

The  additions  to  our  Library  and  Cabinet  have  been  : 

Bound  volumes,  316 

Pamphlets,  1,318 

Miscellaneous,  96 

Total,  1,730 

Among  the  books  relating  to  Rhode  Island  are  the  following; 
First  in  importance,  because  of  its  rarity  and  because  it  com- 
pletes our  file  to  1830,  is  a  volume  containing  three  years'  issue 
of  "  The  Providence  Journal  and  Town  and  County  Adver- 
tiser," published  l)y  John  Cai'ter,  at  $2  per  annum.  The  first 
number,  issued  Wednesday,  January  2,  1799,  contains  among 
the  latest  news  fi'om  Washington  the  address  of  John  Adams 
before  Congress,  December  8,  1798,  in  which  he  refers  to  the 
report  of  the  Northern  Boundary  Commission,  that  "  a  river 
called  Schoodiac,  which  falls  into  Passamaquoddy  Bay  in  its 
northwestern  quarter  was  the  true  St.  Croix  "  ;  a  subject 
recently  before  our  Society. 
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As  Mie  key-note  of  a  journal  which  looked  forward  to  lonj^j 
years  of  <;ood  influence,  there  is  assigned  a  eonspicnons  place 
to"  an  avowed  maxim  of  our  worthy  and  most  excellent  Presi- 
dent Adams:  "  That  religion  and  good  morals  are  essential  tore- 
publican  governments,  and  that  the  United  States  may  be  free 
and  happy  so  long  as  tlie  people  are  careful  to  preserve  these, 
and  no  longer."  "A.  Z.,"  commenting  on  this  sentiment,  con- 
siders "  these  truths  so  plain  and  obvious  that  a  laboured  proof 
of  them  is  not  necessary."  The  editor  thanks  the  correspond- 
ent for  the  communication  and  "  hopes  to  receive  others  of 
the  kind  to  which  he  refers." 

The  imj)ortance  of  the  Sabbath  and  its  pi-oper  observance 
is  often  enlarged  npon.  It  is  the  subject  of  Timothy  Dwight's 
Oration  at  the  Puljlic  Commencement  of  the  College ;  corre- 
spondents write  essays  upon  it;  andat  town-meetingsof  the  Free- 
men of  Providence  it  is  "  Voted  and  Resolved  that  the  Con- 
stable be  required  to  attend  diligently  to  the  execution  of  the 
laws  relating  to  the  observance  of  the  Sabl)ath,  and  that  all 
masters  of  families  and  householders  l)e  particularly  requested 
to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  their  children  and  servants  on 
that  day." 

As  at  present,  tiie  first  page  is  largely  devoted  to  reports 
from  Congress  when  in  session,  and  foreign  news, —  the  latter 
very  full,  particularly  on  French  alfaii's,  as  l>uona|)arte  is  fol- 
lowed in  his  victorious  career,  from  the  Campaign  in  Egypt  to 
the  battle  of  Marengo.  From  week  to  week  letters  of  corre- 
spondents and  official  dispatches,  arriving  by  vessels  f  i-om  forty 
to  seventy  days  after  the  events  they  chronicle,  bring  tidings 
from  the  great  captains  of  the  day  as  they  meet  on  fields  of 
battle  that  are  now  historic. 

The  "  Ship  News"  is  of  great  interest,  including,  as  it  does, 
accounts  of  naval  encounters  on  the  higlj  seas;  the  change  in 
our  relations  with  the  Barbai-y  States,  which  resulted,  "  by  the 
delivery  of  triltute  fi-om  the  mouth  of  our  cannon,"  in  the 
extermination  of  that  hoi'de  of  pirates  ;  reports  of  the  cruises 
of  letters  of  marque,  and  also  of  the  results  of  the  peaceful 
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voyages  of  the  Ann  and  Hope  and  other  craft  that  brought 
the  wealth  of  India  and  China  to  our  wharves.  Jaloporo 
Mamoody,  Patna  Basta,and  Dacca  muslins,  cases  of  Bandano 
handkerchiefs,  and  bags  of  spices  of  direct  importation  from 
Calcutta,  are  advertised  by  our  merchants  ;  and  our  exports 
for  one  year  to  September  30,  1800,  amount  to  $1,323,94:5. 
Coastwise  business  is  as  yet  of  secondary  importance,  as  will 
be  seen  by  Henry  Russell's  advertisement  of  the  schooner 
Jernsha,  to  sail  for  New  York  and  Albany  in  seven  days  from 
June  19,  1799. 

In  place  of  editorials  we  have  the  "  Adelphiad,"  a  series  of 
essays  in  imitation  of  the  Spectator,  communications  from  cor- 
i-espondents  on  matters  of  present  interest,  "'Letters  from  the 
Lay  Preacher,"  and  from  the  "  Hindu  Philosopher  to  his 
Fi  lend,"  etc.,  etc.  "  Original  poetry"  was  not  lacking,  as  those 
who  choose  to  learn  about''  Evelina,  fairest  maid."  and  "Aman- 
da's beauty-beaming  eyes,"  immortalized  by  "Hermes"  and 
"  Delia  Crusca,"  and  to  revel  in  a  variety  of  patriotic  effusions, 
can  ascertain  for  themselves. 

The  first  marriage  notice  is,  "  by  the  Rev.  Prest.  Maxcy, 
William  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  Postmaster  of  this  town,  to  Miss 
Marcy  Wilkinson,  daughter  of  Mr.  Oziel  Wilkinson,  of  Noi'th 
Providence," — the  beginning  of  a  record  of  family  names 
known  to  us  all. 

The  notices  of  deaths  are  usually  full  and  often  elaborate  ; 
quite  unlike  those  of  the  present  time. 

Advertisements,  at  fii'st  few  in  number,  increased  gradually, 
and  early  in  the  second  year  of  publication  they  covered  a 
full  page.  Among  these  are  many  honored  names  which  are 
identified  with  the  history  of  our  city, —  Brown  &  Ives,  Car- 
rington  &  Bowers,  Benjamin  Hoppin  cfeCo.,  Grinnell  cfe  Taylor, 
Samuel  Ames,  Benjamin  Howland,  William  Blodget,  Jr., 
David  Vinton,  Elisha  Dyer,  Esek  Aldrich,  and  many  others  ; 
but,  of  all  who  were  then  our  leading  merchants,  only  the  first- 
named  firm  is  now  engaged  in  active  business. 

Of  the  lawyers  who  first  advertised  their  readiness  to  prac- 
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ticc  their  prol'ossion,  a  number  rose  to  distinction  in  State  and 
national  councils.  David  Howell,  a  member  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  from  1782  to  1785,  is  represented  to-daj  in  our 
Society  l»y  the  beautiful  photograph  taken  from  his  portrait 
in  Trumbull's  painting  in  Washington,  presented  this  year  by 
his  great  grand-daughter,  Mrs.  Martha  Howell  Burrough. 
James  Fenner,  Tristam  Burges,  James  Burrill  are  well  known 
names,  and  also  Jonathan  Russell,  whose  oration  July  4,1800, 
is  said  to  "  abound  in  historical  allusion  and  the  fairest  flowers 
of  rhetoric ;  in  the  philippic  Junius  is  not  his  master,  in  the 
pathetic  it  is  higher  praise  to  say  that  he  rose  above  himself." 

Tlie  small  space  devoted  to  discussion  of  political  topics  is 
no  doubt  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  caucus  had  not  then 
usurped  the  functions  of  the  town-meeting,  and  changes  in 
office  were  not  made  on  political  grounds.  Early  in  1799, 
when  the  office  of  town-clerk  was  to  become  vacant,  it  was 
stated  that  it  was  "  only  on  the  ground  of  resignation  of  Mr. 
Tillinghast,"  who  had  been  aj)pointed  ca))tain  in  the  regular 
army  ;  and  the  names  of  Nathan  W.Jackson,  Paul  Allen  and 
Jeremiah  B.  Howell  were  brought  before  the  people  by  "  free- 
holders," one  of  whom,  recommending  Colonel  Howell,  says, 
"  Though  he  has  been  to  College,  he  writes  beautifully,  handles 
papers  neatly,  and  delights  in  [)enmanship."  At  this  late  day 
it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  this  kindly  meant  information  was 
ahelpor  a  hindrance, but  Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  office, 
which  he  retained  for  several  years. 

On  the  loth  of  March,  1800,  "  the  town  consisting  of  between 
1,000  and  1,500  houses,"  it  was  proposed  to  form  the  Provi- 
dence Mutual  Insurance  Co.,  which  was  accordingly  organized 
with  a  board  of  directors  composed  of  leading  business  men. 
The  Marine  Society,  the  Exchange  and  Providence  Banks, 
the  Providence  Library,  the  Agricultural  Society,  and  other 
com|)anics  for  mutual  j)rotection  and  benefit  are  first  men- 
tioned in  the  columns  of  the  Journal  of  this  time. 

April  26,  1800,  a  tax  of  *6,000  was  voted  for  the  establish- 
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ment  of  public  schools,  and  in  November,  1801,  Moses  Noyes 
advertises  to  open  an  "  Evening  School  at  the  Brick  School- 
house  near  the  Court  House."  About  this  time  there  was  a 
growing  interest  in  education  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  for  on 
August  30, 1800, "A  Friend  to  Improvement"  writes  from  North 
Kingstown  that  "the Trustees  of  the  Washington  Academy  in 
North  Kingstown  had  lield  their  first  meeting  and  determined 
to  place  the  Academy  on  Brown's  Neck,  Wickford,  a  plat  of 
ground  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  containing  four  acres 
—  the  same  being  a  liberal  donation  to  the  Corporation  by 
Mr.  Nicholas  Spiidc  and  Mr.  John  Franklin  and  Hannah  his 
wife.  It  is  a  beautiful  eminence  nearly  surrounded  by  salt 
water,  which  will  render  it  healthy  and  peculiarly  adapted  to 
the  intention  ;  as  on  the  one  hand,  while  it  affords  the  boys 
sufficient  space  for  exercise  and  amusement,  it  will,  on  the 
other,  prevent  their  having  free  access  to  improper  company 
or  making  too  frequent  visits  to  Wickford,  as  tlie  communica- 
tion therewith  will  be  over  a  bridge  which  cannot  be  passed 
without  observation." 

With  the  exception  of  the  theatrical  advertisements  and 
those  of  some  small  shows  of  wild  animals  on  exhibition  at 
rare  intervals,  there  seems  to  have  been  but  little  in  the  way 
of  public  amusement  worth  advertising,  until  August  19, 1801, 
when  a  "  New  and  P]legant  collection  of  Wax  W^ork,  which 
has  been  universally  admired,"  was  announced.  It  was 
evidently  meant  to  be  instructive  as  well  as  entertaining,  for 
among  the  "  34  figures  "  we  find  "  Washington,  Adams,  David 
with  the  head  of  Goliali,  the  poor  Mendicant  asking  Alms, 
and  Mingo  disciplined  by  his  Mistress." 

These  are  very  meagre  gleanings  from  the  early  volumes  of 
our  Providence  Journal,  but  they  are  suggestive  of  interesting 
comparison  between  life  in  the  old  town  and  that  of  the  pres- 
ent. It  would  be  gratifying  if  we  could  have  pictures  of  the 
shipping  at  the  wharves,  the  warehouses  as  they  then  stood 
along  the  river's  bank,  and  the  residences  scattered  here  and 
there  over  the  hillsides,  or  on  the  lower  level  with  gardens  ex- 
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tending  to  the  Cove.  Tlie  jiicture  of  the  Roger  Williams  Hotel, 
the  Mansion  House  of  to-day,  presented  to  our  Society  by  Mr. 
(leorge  A.  Manton,  is  of  interest  in  this  connection,  as  is  the 
valualile  gift  of  "  Providence  Illustrated,"  containing  one  hun- 
dred photographs  of  the  City  Hall,  College  buildings,  churches, 
etc.,  published  in  1886.  "  Providence  Plantations  for  250 
years."  from  1636  to  1886,  from  the  publishers,  J.  A.  <fe  R.  A. 
Reid,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  other  favors,  is  another 
work  of  this  description. 

Among  the  additions  relating  to  Rhode  Island,  "  Rev.  Dr. 
Hague's  Life  Notes,  or,  Fifty  Years'  Outlook,"  from  Mr. 
Henry  T.  Ih-owne,  of  New  York,  his  former  parishioner,  appeals 
to  residents  of  Providence,  where  a  large  part  of  his  ministe- 
rial life  was  passed.  "The  Life  of  Commodore  Matthew 
Calbraith  Perry,"  by  William  Elliot  Grifhs,  is  of  national  in- 
terest, while  the  pamphlet  on  Thomas  Willctt,  first  mayor  of 
New  York,  belongs  to  Rhode  Island,  though  relating  to  one 
who  passed  most  of  a  busy  life  in  other  colonies,  for  his  place 
of  burial  is  on  our  soil.  "  Fort3'-six  Months  with  the  Fourth 
Rhode  Island  Volunteers,"  by  Captain  George  II.  Allen,  from 
our  generous  friend,  Mr.  James  Tillinghast,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
whose  gifts  are  frequent;  "The  Book  of  Indian  Battles  from 
1620  to  King  Philips'  War,"  from  Mrs.  John  P.  Sherman,  to 
whom  we  arc  indebted  for  other  additions  ;"  The  Newport  Mer- 
cury for  1886,"  from  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Peckham  ;  a  beautiful 
volume  containing  eighteen  addresses  of  our  late  mayor, 
Thomas  A.  Doyle,  from  his  sisters,  Sarah  E.  and  Charlotte 
0.  Doyle;  the  memoir  of  our  gallant  Colonel  John  S.  Slocum, 
whose  early  death  on  the  field  of  Bull  Run  is  still  fresh  in 
many  minds,  presented  by  Professor  Alonzo  Williams  and 
others  of  the  Committee  of  Publication  ;  the  "  Early  History 
of  Narragansett,"  by  Elisha  R.  Potter,  from  Mr.  William  H. 
Potter  ;  "  Arbitration  and  its  Relation  to  Strikes,"  by  William 
B.  Weeden,  of  Providence,  from  the  author  ;  and  "  South 
County  Neighbors,"  by  Miss  Esther  Beruou  Carpenter,  also 
belong  to  Rhode  Island.    The  last-named  is  a  volume  of  essays 
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of  fine  local  color,  evidently  studies  of  a  phase  of  life  in  the  South 
County  which  is  fast  changing  and  will  soon  disappear.  "  El- 
der Bizzle  "  and  "  Uncle  Shearman  "  at  the  "  Sheep  Washing," 
"  Old  Uncle  Simon,"  who  thought  that  "if  he  could  only  have 
talked  with  '  old  King  Gearge,'  the  Revolution  need  never  have 
occurred,"  "Uncle  Silas"  at  the  "Evening  Meeting,"  and 
*'  Neighbor  Northup,"  who  is  so  outspoken  in  her  surj)rise  as 
well  as  so  discriminating  in  her  phraseology,  when  her 
daughter  Lovisy  Ann  appears  unexpectedly  with  her  family  — 
"  them  tribes  of  Beelzebub  " —  asking  if  they  "  rode  or  trav- 
elled " —  how  often  have  we  met  these  characters  in  our  early 
visits  to  that  part  of  the  country. 

The  contributions  relating  to  the  stirring  times  of  1842 
and  to  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  have  been  larger  than  usual. 
Among  the  former  are  the  correspondence  between  General 
A.  S.  Dearborn  and  some  of  our  leading  citizens  who  desired 
to  present  him  witli  some  testimonial  of  gratitude  on  account 
of"  material  aid  rendered  by  him  to  the  Cause  of  Law  and  Or- 
der at  a  ci-itical  moment  in  Rhode  Island,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Francis  D.  Stead,  of  New  York;  two  scrap  books  of  cuttings, 
etc.,  etc.,  concerning  the  Dorr  War,  and  another  relating  to 
the  Rebellion,  from  our  Treasurer,  Mr.  Richmond  P.  Everett, 
who  has  given  us  much  that  is  interesting.  From  the  heirs  of 
the  late  John  R.  Bartlett,  we  have  received  fourteen  large 
bound  volumes  of  newspaper  cuttings  relating  to  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  one  volume  of  correspondence  about  the 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Monument  now  in  front  of  our  City  Hall. 

Visitors  to  our  rooms  are  largely  attracted  by  the  town  his- 
tories of  our  own  and  other  states,  like  that  of  North  Brook- 
field,  Mass.,  which  is  a  welcome  gift  from  that  town;  and  they 
also  come  to  consult  the  works  on  Genealogy,  to  which  there 
have  been  a  number  of  additions.  The  "  Bartow  Family  in 
England,  "  by  the  Rev.  Evelyn  P.  Bartow,  1886,  a  gift  of  the 
author  ;  the  "  Bidwell  Family,"  Albany,  1884  ;  "  A  Short 
account  of  the  W^inthrop  Family,"  from  Mr.  Robert  C.  Win- 
throp,  Jr.,  of  Boston  ;  the  "  Seagrave  Family,"  from  the  author, 
Daniel  Seagrave,  of  Worcester ;  a  second  paper  on  the  "  Fen- 
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iicr  Fainily,"  from  our  late  associate,  the  Rev.  J.  V.  Root,  who 
had  prepared  it  with  his  usual  care  ;  the"  Binuey,""  Jones," 
and  "Thacher"  families  —  the  last  a  gift  from  Mr.  Peter 
Thacher,  of  Boston.  From  our  generous  townsman,  Mr.  Henry 
J.  Steere,  we  have  received  several  valual)le  works,  among  them 
"  Austin's  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island,"  a  work 
which  will  be  much  consulted.  ''  America  Ileraldica,"  begun 
last  year,  by  purchase  from  the  Munsells,  has  been  comi)leted. 

From  Harvard  University  we  have  received,  besides  other 
gifts, the  Record  of  the  Commemoration,  November  5  to  8.1886, 
on  the  Two  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  found- 
iiicr  of  Harvard  College,  and  from  Yale  College,  the  history 
of  Yale  College,  by  Franklin  Bowditch  Dexter.  These  are 
valuable  contributions  to  our  Lilji-ary  and  well  deserve  a  fuller 
notice. 

From  Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons,  we  have  received  a  unique 
volume,  formerly  owned  by  Charles  I.  of  England,  and  bear- 
ing the  royal  arms  on  both  covers.  It  is  styled  "  Willett 
on  Genesis,"  a  folio  of  two  volumes  bound  in  one, —  rather 
solid  theological  reading,  one  would  think,  for  the  royal  family 
of  that  time.  It  is  by  Andrew,  supposed  to  be  father  of 
Thomas  Willett,  and  was  published  in  London,  1632. 

One  of  the  n)ost  valuable  works  received  during  the  year 
is  the  Diary  of  Thomas  Robbins,  i).  i).,  an  honorary  member 
of  our  Society, from  Mr.  Robbins  Battel  and  Miss  Anna  Battel, 
of  Norfolk,  Conn,  lie  was  a  man  of  rare  ability,  of  wide 
attainments,  and  of  thorough  devotion  to  his  calling  in  the 
beautiful  town  of  Norfolk,  where  he  was  the  honored  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  Church  for  many  years.  His  acquaintance 
with  the  best  men  and  the  best  literature  was  extensive,  and 
his  correspondence  very  large.  This  work,  which  is  in  two 
handsome  volumes  with  portraits,  is  carefully  edited  by  In- 
crease N.  Tarbox,  whose  foot-notes  and  admirable  index  add 
much  to  its  usefulness.  Dr.  Robbins  delivered  a  lecture  on 
the  "  Middle  Ages,"  before  our  Society,  December  7,  1836. 
He  also  presented  us  with  thirty-four  Annual  State  Registers 
of  Connecticut,  a  desirable  accession. 
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Our  valued  fi'iend,  Mr.  Charles  Coii<jj(lon,  of  New  York,  lias 
seut  us  a  laru^e  bo.K  of  l)()()ks  and  panij)Iilets  of  a  character 
and  condition  that  indicate  his  generosity  and  also  his  culti- 
vated taste. 

'i'hey  include  Horace  W.  Smith's  "  Nuts  for  future  Histori- 
ans to  Ci-ack,"  "  Life  and  Administration  of  Richard,  Earl  of 
]>ellomont,"  by  Fredei'ick  DePeyster,"  Memorial  Volumes  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Hall  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Crocker,"  -Affairs  at  Fort 
Chartres,  1768,"  Hamilton  Club  Series,  Nos.  I.  to  IV.,"  Glean- 
ings from  the  Harvest  Field  of  American  History,"  "  The 
Montgomery  Dialogue,"  Drake's  "  Witchcraft  Delusion  in 
New  PJngland,"  three  volumes  ;  "  Mourt's  Relation,  or  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  Plantation  at  Plymoutii,  1622,"  reprints  of  Jossc- 
lyn's  "  Two  A^oyages  to  New  England  "  and  "New  England's 
Rarities  Discovered,"  Captain  John  Smith's '•  Description  of 
New  England  "  and  his  "Advertisements  for  the  Inexperienced 
Planters  of  New  England  or  Anywhere,"  over  thirty  u\  all, 
mauy  of  tliem  Munsell's  and  Veazie's  publications,  subscri- 
bers'copies,  and  all  in  excellent  order. 

The  beautiful  volume  of  "Portraits  of  the  Presidents  Gene- 
ral of  the  Order  of  the  Cincinnati,  with  Roll  of  General 
Officers  and  Hereditary  and  Honorary  Members,  July  27, 1887,'' 
is  an  addition  of  merit.  An  album  of  Masonic  badges  from 
the  lodges  of  many  of  our  states,  collected  by  our  late  asso- 
ciate, John  P.  Walker,  while  on  a  })ilgrimage  to  California, 
and  designed  for  our  Society,  has  been  presented  by  i\Ii's.  John 
P.  Walker. 

Among  the  gifts  classified  as  "  Miscellaneous  "  ai-e  the  fol- 
lowing:  a  portrait  of  Washington,  by  William  Hamlin,  1800, 
and  an  engraving  of  Grace  Church,  from  ]\Ir.  William  D.Ely  ; 
an  autotype  portrait  of  John  Cropi)er,  from  Mv.  John  Crop- 
per of  New  York  ;  a  portrait  of  John  L.  Lincoln,  from  Pro- 
fessor John  L.  Lincoln  ;  a  proclamation  of  (Jovernor  Stephen 
Hopkins,  Deceml)er  29,  1708,  about  the  "  Great  War  with 
France,"  from  Mrs.  Philip  W.  Martin;  an  autograph  of  Wil- 
liam Coddington  ;  an  autograph  letter  of   Benjamin  Franklin, 
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London,  1771,  from  Mr.  Charles  II.  Smitli ;  an  anonynions  ac- 
count of  Roger  Williams,  in  manuscrijjt,  and  from  the  Hon. 
Francis  W.  Miner,  the  fragments  of  a  musket  found  at  Gaspeo 
Point,  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  one  of  the  party  of  June 
10,  1772.  The  historical  account  of  steamboat  navigation  in 
Narragausett  Bay  and  Providence  River,  the  manuscript  of 
the  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  has  Ijeen  presented  by  the  author. 

Kind  friends  in  all  parts  of  our  country  have  brought  and 
sent  their  contributions  of  books  and  pamphlets,  and  we  are 
grateful  for  tlieir  interest  in  our  welfare.  Besides  tlioso 
already  mentioned,  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Charles  C.  Jones, 
of  Augusta,  Ga.,  Mr.  J.  Watts  De  Peysterand  Mr.  J.  M.  Mont- 
gomery, of  New  York,  ^Ir.  P.  R.  Kendall,  Rutland,  Vt.,  Dr. 
S.  A.  Green,  Mr.  A.  A.  Folsom,  and  ]Mr.  D.  Berkeley  Updike, 
of  l^oston,  ^Ir.  Justin  Winsor,  of  Caml)]'idge,  ]\rass.,  Mr. 
Joshua  Arnold,  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  1.,  Mr.  Charles  Gorton, 
Mr.  John  B.  Anthony,  Mr.  Arnold  Green,  the  Hon.  William 
AV.  lloppin  and  the  Hon.  Nelson  W.  Aldrich,  of  our  own  city. 

Our  Society  is  the  proper  place  for  these  things,  to  whicli 
at  no  remote  day,  we  hope  to  offer  the  largest  hospitality  as 
well  as  to  all  who  wish  to  consult  them,  and  we  ask  those  to 
whom  they  may  bean  encuml)rance  to  bring  them  to  us,  or  at 
any  rate  to  let  us  examine  and  buy  what  may  be  of  value, 
before  sending  to  paper-mill  or  junk  shop. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  W.  PARSONS, 
WILLIAM  B.  WEEDEN, 
STEPHEN  H.  ARNOLD. 

(Jommiltee  on  Lite  Library. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
PUBLICATIONS. 


Providence,  Jan.  10,  1888. 
To  THE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.- 

The  Committee  on  Publications  report  that  the  Society  has 
published  tliis  year  only  the  usual  annual  pamphlet  containing 
the  proceedings  of  tlie  Society  for  the  year  preceding  tlie  last 
annual  meeting. 

G.  M.  CARPENTER,  Chairman. 


REPORTS    OF    THE    PROCURATORS. 

Report  of  Procurator  for  Pawtucket. 


In  the  annual  report  of  your  Procurator  in  1887,  it  was 
suggested  that  a  branch  of  the  Society  for  local  interest  might 
be  established  in  Pawtucket,  such  as  exists  in  Newport  and  in 
other  places.  The  matter  was  discussed  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing, and  tlie  Procurator  was  requested  to  make  inquiries  con- 
cerning the  feasibility  of  such  an  undertaking,  and  was 
assured  of  assistance  on  the  part  of  individual  members  of 
the  parent  society.  A  report  was  to  be  made  at  a  subsequent 
meeting. 

On  consultation  with  those  best  qualified  to  judge,  it  was 
considered  inexpedient  on  this  ground,  that  Providence  and 
Pawtucket  in  their  early  settlement,  and  in  their  continuous 
history,  formed  one  and  the  same  district,  wliile  Newport  Col- 
ony and  Warren  Colony  with  its  neighborhood  were  quite  sep- 
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nratc  and  distinct.  This  is  no  doubt  tfiie.  Independent  or 
hrancli  oru-anizations  in  those  j)laccs  would  have  a  field  spe- 
cially their  own. 

It  was  thought  that  ihere  was  not  enou<>h  of  local  colorinj^ 
and  of  indej)endent  colonial  and  niunicii)al  interest  to  render 
a  branch  of  much  importance.  'J'herefoi'e  your  Procni'ator 
reports  further  action  at  present  unwise.  It  only  remains 
to  awai^e  local  inteix'st  in  the  general  work  of  the  Society, 
and  to  emphasize  here  the  im])ortancc  in  every  way  j)ossible 
of  spreading  historical  information  with  regard  to  the  common 
history  and  mutual  interests  of  i'rovidence  and  Pawtucket. 

Iv  II.  rORTKR,  Procuralor. 
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Richmond   P.    Evrreti,    Treasurer,   in   account    -with    the    Rhode    /•<land 
Historical  Society. 


1SS7. 
Jan.    II. 


1888. 
Jan.    10. 


Dr. 


To  cash  on  hand,  .... 

Taxes  from  214  members, 

Taxes  from  9  members,  overdue, 

Fees  for  admission  of  14  members, 

Interest  from  Providence  Institutions  for  Savings 

from  Life  Membership  Fund, 
Donation  from  W.  S.  Janes,    . 


Ck. 


Kellogjf  Printing  Co.,  for  publishing  proceedin 

ofiSS6-'87, 
Fuel,  gas,  and  assistant- 
Postages,  meetings,  and  express, 
Library  Committee, 
Building  and  grounds,  . 
Cash  on  hand.    . 


.$  II 

99 

642 

00 

27 

00 

70 

CX) 

44  04 

I 

00 

$796  03 


•     $ 

loS 

3^ 

^74 

91 

165 

1 1 

130 

61 

I II 

91 

5 

17 

$796  03 


RICHMOND  P.  EN'KRFTT. 

Treasurer. 


Pkovid^;n'ck,  Jan.  6,  1888. 

We  have  examined  the  abore  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 

Lewis  J.   Chace,  ^        Audit 
Edwin  Barrows,  )  Committee. 
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Life  ME>ir.p:HSHip  Fitnd. 


liichmond  P.   Everett.    Treasurer,   in   account   zi'it/i    the    Rhode    Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 

18S7. 
Jan.    12.     To  cash  on  hand.  .  .  .  .  •     $    i'35i   02 

Sept.  27.    Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Sasings, 

for  January  and  July,  1S87,  .  .  ■  44  04 

Interest  from  Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  for  January 

and  July.  1SS7.         .  .  .  •  .  13  i.S 


$1,408  21 

Cr. 

1887. 
Sept.  27.    Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings,    .     $         44  04 

1888. 
Jan.    10.     Cash  on  hand.  ......  i  ,3^>4  17 


$   1,408  21 


There  is  deposited  in  the  Providence  Institutions  for 

Savings,      .  .  .  .  .  .     $   1,090  90 

Also  in  the  Mechanics  Savings  Rank,  this  day,  Jan. 

10,  18SS,       .  .  .  .  .  .  27?  27 


$1,364   17 

RiciiMOXD  P.  evp:rett, 

'Trca.^turer. 

Providence,  Jan.  6,  18SS. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 


Lewi-S  J.  Chace,  "(        Audit 
EowiN  Barrows.  /  Committer.. 
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Publication  Fund. 


Richmond   P.  Everett,    Treasurer,  in    account    zvit/i  the  Rhode    Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 

1887. 

]an.    ir.     To  cash  on  hand.  .  .  .  •  •  $   -05   74 

March  4.  James  M.  Varnum,  for  seventh  vokune,         .  .  2  50 

Dec.   I.     George  S.  Greene,     "         "  "  .  .  i  50 

Dec.  31.    Interest  from  R.  I.   Hospital  Trust  Co.,   for  April 

and  October,  1SS7,  .  •  •  •  8  3^ 

$218  10 
Cr. 
1888. 
Jan.    10.     To  cash  on  hand,  .  .  .  •  .  $  218   10 

There  is  deposited  in  the  R.  I.  Hospital  Trust  Com- 
pany, this  day,  Jan.  10,  18S8,       .  .  .         $  2i8   10 

RICHMOND  P.   EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 

Providence,  Jan.  6,  18SS. 
Vv'e  have  examined  the  above  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 

Lewis  J.  Chace,  "l        Audit 
Edwin  Barrows,  (  Committee. 
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REPORT 


SETTLEMENT  OF  WARWICK,  1642 


AND    THE 


Seal  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society. 


As  our  lueasuiements  of  ,s|)ace  and  quantity  are  but  ai)prox- 
imations  to  absolute  trutli,  so  it  is  with  those  of  time.  The 
Julian  Calendar,  or  Ohl  Style,  dating  from  about  forty-five 
years  bcfoi-c  Christ,  is  avowedly  incorrect,  though  still  used  by 
several  jirominent  nations  of  the  world. 

The  Gregorian  year,  or  New  Style,  as  reformed  by  Gregory 
Xlll.,  merely  minimizes  the  errors  of  "Old  Style"  and  is  l)ut 
a  close  approximation  to  time  which  is  ti'uly  true,  while  with 
gross  inconsistency  it  i-etaiiLs  tin;  Latin  numerals  in  the  names  of 
the  seventh,  eighth,  ninth  and  tenth  months  of  "Old  Style," 
to  designate,  erroneously,  what  arc  now  the  ninth,  tenth, 
eleventh  and  twelfth  months(jf  the  year.  So,  too, our  revered 
"  Christian  Era,"  not  invented  by  Dionysius  Exiguous  till 
about  five  hundred  and  thirty  years  after  the  death  of  our 
Lord,  and  not  much  used  till  it  i-eceived  the  sanction  of  the 
veneral)le  Hede  as  late  as  the  eighth  century,  is  acknowledged 
by  eminent  authority  to  be  four  years  in  error  as  to  the  date  of 
Christ's  birth,  its  assumed  starting  point.* 

So,  too,  the  time  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  still  fur- 
nishes occasion  for  discussion,  and   though  most  agree  to  its 


*  Modern    authority  places  the  actual  date  of  the  birth  of  Christ,  on  Friday,   April  5, 
B.  C.  4.      Townsend's  "  Dictionary  of  Dates,"  p.  5S, 
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celebration  on  tlie  22(1  of  December,  the  descendants  of  Pil- 
grims and  Puritans  seem  unable  to  settle,  beyond  question,  its 
true  and  real  date. 

And  even  as  to  the  exact  date  of  the  original  charter  of 
Rhode  Island,  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  among  various 
writers,  until  Arnold,  more  than  two  hundred  years  after  it 
was  granted,  ascertained  from  the  official  manuscripts  in  the 
State  Paper  Office  in  London,  that  its  true  date  was  the  14t!i 
of  March,  1G43.* 

In  view  of  such  facts  and  of  the  multitude  of  errors  in  dates 
from  writing,  printing,  transcribing  and  icprinting  figures, 
which  meet  us  on  every  hand  where  we  look  for  exact  state; 
ments,  an  historical  society  may  admit  the  jiossibility  of  error 
in  any  recognized  date.  It  may  even  question  the  time  of  its 
own  birth,  and  allow  a  grave  inquiry  as  to  the  truth  or  reason- 
ableness of  any  and  every  device  on   its  corporate  seal. 

In  this  regai-d.the  (juestion  has  l)een  recently  raised  whether 
"  Shawomet,  1642,"  is  a  j)i'oper  or  ti'uthful  device  for  this 
Society's  seal. 

This  question,  submitted  to  your  committee,  is  one  to  which, 
with  some  care  and  examination  of  authorities  ami  records 
within  their  i-each,  they  have  directed  their  attention,  but 
tlie  paucity  of  records  and  of  clear  statements,  and  the 
meagre  history  of  the  transactions  of  Vhe  first  few  years  of 
the  settlements  at  Providence  and  Warwick  must  be  their 
apology  for  treating  in  what  may  seem  a  somewhat  desultory 
manner,  a  question  whose  satisfactory  solution  depends  so 
much  on  the  course  of  events  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island  immediately  preceding  and  following  the  purchase  of 
Shawomet,  and  on  the  doings  of  a  few  weeks,  nearly  two  cen- 
turies and  a  half  ago,  in  the  daily  life  of  Samuel  Gorton  and 
John  Gieene. 

The  records  of  the  Society  as  to  the  adoption  of  the  seal 
and  the  action  of  its  "  Boai'd  of  Trustees"  in  all  matters  re- 
lating to  the  seal,  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows: 

*  Hist.  R.  1.,  I..  114. 
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On  the  27tli  of  May,  1831,  the  Society  appointed  Joscpli  L. 
Tillintrliast,  Albert  Gorton  Greene,  and  Thomas  H.  Webb  a 
connnittce  to  procure  a  suitable  vseal  to  be  cut  for  tlie  Society, 
a  device  for  which  was  submitted  to  "  the  Board." 

July  5th,  1831,  the  committee  reported  tliat  they  "had  en- 
•raged  Mr.  W.  D.  Terry,  of  Providence,  to  cut  the  seal,  which 
is  in  a  state  of  forwardness."  July  19th,  1831,  the  seal  was 
reported  complete.  Subsequently  the  Board  and  the  Society 
passed  a  resolution  formally  adoijting  it  as  the  common  seal 
of  the  Society,  and  gave  the  device.  They  also  re|)orted  that 
the  design  and  device  for  the  seal  originated  with  Albert  Gor- 
ton Greene,  Esq. 

A  description  of  the  seal  gives  the  design  and  device  as  an 
equilateral  triangle  within  a  circle,  on  the  several  sides  of 
which  are  the  following  inscriptions,  viz. :  On  the  l)ase, 
"  Mooshassuck,  1636  ";  on  the  right  side,  '•  Aquidneck,  1638  "; 
on  the  left  side,  '•  Shawomet,  16-12."  Within  the  triangle  is 
a  "foul  anchor."  Around  tiic  circle,  within  raised  bands,  is 
the  name  of  the  Society  with  the  figures  "  1822,"  the  year  in 
which  it  was  founded. 

As  the  records,  hou'cver,  are  silent  as  to  the  purport  and 
significance  of  the  several  devices,  your  committee  have  been 
ol)liged  to  look  for  their  ])rol)able  origin  and  import  to  the 
main  facts  which  appear  in  the  founding  of  the  Colony  and 
the  State,  while  giving  some  degree  of  consideration  to  special 
facts  and  dates  which  must  have  been  im|)rcsscd  on  the  mind 
of  xVlbert  Gorton  Greene,  fi-om  his  antiquarian  tastes  and  re- 
lationship to  .John  Greene,  one  of  the  first  si.K  settlers,  as  well 
as  one  of  the  thirteen  original  propi'ietors  of  Providence,* 
and  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Warwick. 

Fi'om  this  general  view  of  the  seal,  it  seems  very  evident, — 

Fiist, that  the  central  emblem,the anchor, was  taken  from  the 
State  arms,  to  indicate  the  relation  of  the  Society  to  the  State. 

Second,  that  the  triangle,  was  as  evidently  adopted  to  kee[) 


*  Colonial  Records  of  R.  I.,   pp   20.  21. 
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in  meiiioi-y  the  tlireo-fold  origiti  of  the  Colony  and  also  of  tlie 
State,  a  unit  formed  from  that  trinity  of  independent  settle- 
ments established  and  devcloj)cd  at  Providence,  on  the  island 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  at  Warwick, —  names,  each  of  which  suo;- 
i^ests  a  history  of  its  own,  and  which  at  the  time  the  Society's 
seal  was  adopted,  had  been  in  use  for  nearly  two  hundred 
years  to  designate  those  three  principal  historical  and  geo- 
graphical divisions  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Third,  that  tlie  Indian  names  adopted  on  the  seal,  as  another 
element  of  the  device,  were  intended  to  designate  these  three 
original  divisions.  In  respect  to  them,  the  Indian  nomen- 
clature was  happily  chosen  (as  it  would  doubtless  be  again, 
were  the  question  submitted  to  the  Society  to-day),  Indian 
names  being  less  common-place,  falling  on  the  ear  not  only 
with  the  moi-e  striking  sound  of  a  foreign  tongue,  but  also 
carrying  with  them  the  prestige  of  an  unknown,  if  not  unlim- 
ited antiquity. 

To  Providence,  the  noi-thern  division,  was  given  the  name 
•'  Mooshassuck,"  that  of  the  river  on  whose  banks  the  settle- 
ment of  Roger  Williams  was  made. 

To  the  settlement  on  tlie  island  of  Rhode  Island,  the  south- 
ern division,  was  given  the  name  of  "  Aquidneck,"  *  the  orig- 
inal name  of  the  island  itself. 

'J'o  Warwick,  the  western  division,  was  given  the  name 
"  Shawomet,"  tlie  name  of  a  sachem-wick  in  tliat  division  of 
the  State,  the  n)ost  conspicuous  of  all.  from  the  character  and 
conduct  of  its  settlers,  as  well  as  th(^  nucleus  of  that  broad 
township  of  multitudinous  villages,  which  the  devotion  of 
those  settlers  })reserved  to  the  Colony  and  to  the  State. 

In  fact,  from  the  time  of  the  first  charter  f,  Shawomet  was 
synonymous  with  Warwick,  ihe  two  names  l)eing  used  inter- 
changeably both  by  the  men  of  Warwick  and  their  enemies  of 
"  the  Bay."  But  at  the  time  the  Society  adopted  its  seal,  nearly 
two  centuries  afterwards,  Shawomet   had  in  the  light  of  his- 


*  The  name  of  Rhode  Island  in  place  of  Aquidneck,  adopted  1644.     ^    I-  <^"l-  Kec.  I.,  127. 

+  March  14,  164^. 
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torv  become  a  name  not  only  meinoriil)lc,  but  consecrated  by 
tbe  lieroism,  tbc  sufferings,  and  tbe  cliristian  patience  of  Sam- 
uel Gorton  and  liis  comjianions. 

This  small  but  iiidomital)le  band,  with  the  laws  of  God  in 
one  hand  and  the  laws  of  England  in  the  other,  withstood  all 
the  efforts  of  the  Government  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  by  sol- 
diers and  savages,  by  prisons  and  fetters  and  worse  than  in- 
(piisitoiial  cruelties,  to  force  on  them  a  Puritan  hierarchy  and 
a  foreign  jurisdiction,  each  as  merciless  in  its  tyi"anny  as  it 
was  regardless  of  law.'* 

Des|)erate  as  the  contest  seemed,  Gorton  ami  bis  compan- 
ions triumphed  at  last.  Rhode  Island  owes  their  memory  a 
heavy  debt.  Never  were  men's  motives  so  as[)erscd,  their 
names  so  unjustly  l)randed  with  infamy,  their  charactei's  so 
foully  traduced,  and  this  not  for  a  time  merely,  but  from  age 
to  age;  and  we  may  lie  excused  for  saying,  that  in  (he  history 
of  New  England  can  scarcely  be  found  a  more  dramatic  scene 
than  the  ti-ial  of  Gorton  before  the  asseml^led  magistrates  and 
elders  of  "the  Bay,"  when,  guiltless  of  any  illegal  act  and  a 
betrayed  prisoner  of  war,f  he  is  first  oi-dered  on  peiil  of  his 
life,  to  answer  ivithin  fifteen  mirmtesX  in  wilting  over  his  own 
hand,  to  tbe  satisfaction  of  his  enemies,  four  most  obscure  and 
crafty  questions  §   of  their  theology,  contrived  (as  those  of  the 


*  ••  For  ten  years  alter  the  settlement  of  Massachusetts  Bay  the  clergy  and  their  aristo- 
cratic allies  refused  either  to  recognize  the  Common  Law,  or  to  enact  a  Code." 

"Krom  the  outset,  lawyers  were  excluded  trom  practice,  so  the  magi-stratei  were  nothing 
but  common  politicians  who  were  nomina'cd  by  the  priests." 

"  'I'he  assembled  elders,  acting  in  thuir  advisory  capacity,  constituted  a  supreme  tribunal 
of  last  resort,  wholly  superior  to  carnal  precedent  and  capable  of  evolving  whatever  decrees 
they  deemed  expedient  from  the  depths  of  their  consciousness.-  See  Gortm's  case. 
Winthrop,  II.,  146."  —  Adams'  "  Emancipation  of  Massachusetts,"  2S9-291. 

+  K.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll..  II.,  MS,  i.!o.  20}.         |K    I.  Hist.  Coll  ,  II.,  120. 

§  "  'rhe  (luestions,"  writes  (iorton,  '•  were  these  that  here  follow,  not  a  word  vnrying  iu 
any  one  of  them  :  " 

"I.  Whether  the  Fathers  who  die<i  before  Christ  was  horn  of  the  \irgin  Mary,  were 
justified,  and  saved  only  by  the  blood  which  he  shed,  and  the  death  which  he  suffered  after 
)iis  incarnation  ?  " 

•'  2.  Whether  the  only  price  of  our  redemption  were  not  the  death  of  Christ  upon  the 
cross,  with  the  rest  of  his  sufferings  and  obedience  in  the  time  of  his  life  here,  alter  he  was 
born  of  the  Virgin  Mary.'  " 

•■  3.     Who  is  that  (jod  whom  he  thinks  we  serve?  " 

"  4.  What  he  means  when  he  saith.  We  worship  the  star  of  our  (iod  Ueinphan,  Chiou, 
iMoloch  ? " 
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Pharisees  to  our  Saviour,)  "  that  tliey  might  entangle  liini  in 
his  talk,"  and  thus  compass  his  death. ^^ 

Now,  Miantononii,  Chief  of  the  Narragansetts,  having  been 
disposed  of  in  September,  by  what  Arnold  calls  a  "  clerico-judi- 
cial  murder,"!  the  chance  offered  to  "the  Bay"  of  securing 
absolute  control  of  the  entire  Narragansett  country,  througii 
their  allies  Pomham  and  Sacononoco,|  by  a  similar  dispatch 
of  Gorton  and  his  companions  in  Octoljcr,  was  too  tempting 
for  them  to  forego.  Apparently,  as  Winthrop  previously  ex- 
jiressed  it  in  reference  to  their  motives  and  aims  in  that  direc- 
tion, "  they  thought  it  not  wisdom  to  let  it  slip."  § 

The  plot,  however,  failed.  As  Gorton  says  :  "  When  by  all 
their  examinations  in  Court,  interrogatories  in  prison,  and 
public  preaching  they  coidd  find  nothing  against  us  for  the 
transgression  of  any  of  their  laws,  they  then  proceeded  to  cast 
a  lot  for  our  lives,  putting  it  to  the  major  vote  of  the  Court 
whether  we  should  live  or  die;  which  was  so  ordered  by  the 
providence  of  God,  that  two  votes  carried  it  on  our  side."  || 

Yet,  though  "  the  Governor  [Winthrop]  told  Gorton  that 
tliey  were  at  one  tvith  him  in  those  answers,"  f  f  he  and  his  com- 


*  K.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  pp.  i4S-g  +  Hist.  R.  I.,  I.,  117. 


J  In  a  letter  to  the  Massachusetts,  Gorton  pictures  with  some  humor  these  two  petty  ren- 
egade sachems,  its  allies  : 

"  Indeed,  Pomham  is  an  aspiring  person,  as  becomes  a  prince  of  his  profession, —  for 
having  crept  into  one  of  our  neighbor's  houses  (in  the  absence -of  the  people)  and  feloni- 
ously rifled  the  same,  he  was  taken  coming^  out  again  at  the  chimney-top." 

■■  Sacononoco,  also,  hath  entered  in  like  manner  into  one  of  our  houses,  with  divers  of 
hi.s  companions,  and,  breaking  open  a  chest,  did  steal  out  divers  parcels  of  goods."— R.  I. 
Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  267. 

rhe  same  letter  says  :  "  Mr.  Winthrop  and  his  co-partner  Parker  may  not  think  to  lay 
our  purchased  plantation  [Warwick]  to  their  island  [Prudence]  so  near  adjoining,  for 
they  come  too  late  in  that  point, —  though  Benedict  [Arnold]  hath  reported  that  Mianto- 
nomi,  one  of  the  sachems  of  whom  we  bought  it,  should  lose  his  head  for  selling  his  right 
thereof  to  us." 

'•  As  also  a  minister  affirmed  that  Mr.  Winthrop  should  say  to  him  that  we  should 
either  be  subjected  unto  you,  or  else  removed  hence,  though  it  should  cost  blood." —  R.  I. 
Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  265. 

§  Savage's  Winthrop,  II.,  102. 

II  Mr.  Savage  says,  "three  of  the  magistrates  rejected  the  horrible  judgment  oi  \.\\<i 
Elders  that  the  [alleged]  offences  deserved  death,"— Savage's  Winthrop,  II.,  177. 

■H  R.I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  132-4-5  6-7. 
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panioiis  wore  iniprisoiied  at  hard  lal)()r,  "  in  fetters  and  irons," 
ti)rou«^li  the  i-est  of  the  autuinn  and  a  long  winter, — "  as 
hlasphenions  enemies  to  the  true  religion  of  onr  Lord  Jesus 
(^hrist  and  all  his  lioly  ordinances,  and  also  to  all  civil  au- 
thority among  the  jjcople  of  God,  and  particularly  in  this 
jurisdiction/'" 

Such  i-igor  shocked  even  the  rresl»ytei-ian  liaillie.t  i)ut  as 
a  sun  of  Massachusetts  has  said,  "■  the  clergy  held  the  State 
within  their  own  grasp,  and  shrank  from  no  deed  uf  blood 
to  guard  the  interests  of  their  order."f 

Scattered  in  the  different  towns  of  the  Massachusetts,  the 
knowledge  of  their  sufferings  and  their  purity  of  character  § 
could  not   he  entirely  hid,  till  at  last,  public  opinion  and  a 


*  Chief  Justice  Story  says  :  "  The  arm  of  the  civil  government  was  constantly  employed 
in  support  of  the  denunciations  of  the  Church  :  and  witliout  its  forms,  the  Inquisition 
existed  in  substance,  with  a  full  share  of  its  terrors  and  violence."— Story's  Miscellanies,  66. 

Mr.  Charles  Deane,  in  his  Memoir  of  Samuel  Gorton,  while  stigmatizing  "  the  whole 
conduct  of  the  Massacliuselts  towards  Gorton  as  alroct'oiis,"  erroneously  states  that  Gor- 
ton was  released  in  January.  On  the  contrary,  even  the  order  of  the  General  Court  for  his 
release  was  not  dated  till  "  the  7th  day  of  the  first  month  [March]  1643  or  1641.."—  Some 
Notices  of  Samuel  Gorton,  p.  17. 

Gorton  was  brought  to  Boston  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  Oct.  13,  1643.  Savage's  Winth.,  II.,  171. 
"  \  great  triumph,"  he  says,  "  for  a  whole  country  |by  three  otTicers  and  forty  trained  sol- 
diers with  Pomham  and  his  savages]  to  carry  away  eleven  men  and  that  upon  fair  compo- 
sition also,  if  they  had  kept  touch  with  us,  for  one  of  us  was  dead  before  by  hardship  and  but 
ten  of  us  that  handled  arms."— R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  119. 

He  was  sentenced  .November  3,  1643 ;  released  March  7,  1643-4. 

Winthrop's  cruel  order  (notwithstanding  the  fourteen  days  allowed  by  the  General 
Court),  for  his  expulsion  from  the  town  of  IJoston — "  bejore  noon  //it's  Jay  " — is  dated  "the 
lothof  the  first  month  [March]  1643."     K.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  14S  9. 

t  Letters  II.,  17,  iS. 

X  Adams'  "Emancipation  of  Massachusetts,''  pp.  40-41. 

The  manly  utterances  of  Savage,  Deane  and  Adams  stand  in  refreshing  contrast  to  the 
Jesuitical  apologies  of  Palfrey,  for  not  only  the  cruelty  but  all  the  illegality  and  hypocrisy, 
which  he  evidently  reco^izes,  in  the  proceedings  against  Gorton. 

§  "  And  whereas  you  say,  I  am  become  a  sordid  man  in  my  life;  I  dare  be  so  bold  as  to 
lay  my  conversation  among  men  to  the  rules  of  luunanity,  with  any  minister  among  you, 
in  all  the  passages  of  my  life  which  God  hath  brought  me  through  from  my  youth  unto 
this  day,  that  it  has  been  as  comely  and  innocent  as  his." — Gorton  to  Nathaniel  Morton, 
R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll  ,  11.,  247. 
"  I  have  been  silent  to  cover  other  men's  shame  and  not  my  own." 

"  It  should  be  a  crown,  yea,  a  diadem  upon  my  grave,  if  the  truth  in  more  public  or  more 
private  agitation,  were  but  in  prose  and  not  in  poetrie,  as  it  was  acted  by  me  in  all  the 
places  wherein  you  seek  to  blemish  me."—  Letter  to  Nathaniel  Morton,  R.  I.  Hist.  Tracts, 
No.  XVII.,  56. 
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sense  of  daniier  to  their  own  j»ovver,  forced  the  Puritan 
dynasty  to  set  them  free.* 

Then  Gorton,  Greene  and  Hohlen  made  tlieir  strong  and 
solemn  appeal  to  the  State  of  Ohl  England.  They  procured 
at  the  same  time  and  also  bore  witii  them  to  England,  a  for- 
mal deed  of  submission  from  the  powerful  Narragansett  Tribe, 
of  themselves  and  their  whole  tenitory  to  King  Charles. f 

The  justice  of  their  claims  could  not  be  denied.  The  laws 
and  the  thi'one  of  England  asserted  their  supremacy.  Eng- 
land upheld  both  the  men  of  Shawomet  and  the  Narragan- 
setts  against  the  usurped  jurisdiction  of  "  the  Bay,"  which 
in  iier  humiliation  was  forced  to  call  upon  the  Commissioners 
of  the  United  Colonies  for  aid  against  "  opposition  from  War- 
wick."! 

Tims  Gorton's  successful  appeal  and  the  stern  rebuke  it 
brought  to  the  assumption  and  tyranny  of  the  Puritan  Hie- 
rarchy, with  tlie  adoption  of  the  Nai-ragansetts  by  King  Charles 
as  wards  and  sul)jects  of  the  State,  preserved  in  a  momentous 
degree  the  whole  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  and  led  not  merely  to  its  final  emancipation  from 
the  usurpations  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  but  to  its  eventual  es- 
tablishment as  an  independent  State. 

To  the  theocracy  of  the  Bay,  this  order  of  May  15,  1(546, 
of  the  Governor-in-Chief,  Lord  High  Admiral  and   Commis- 


*  Savage's  Winth.,  II.,  17S-9. 

+  R.  I.  Hist,  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  15S-60. 

That  acute  historian,  Palfrey,  recognizes  the  deep  significance  of  this  transaction. 
He  say s : 

"The  next  step  showed  their  resolution,  their  capacity  for  business,  and  that  power  of 
theirs  which  it  had  been  thought  so  important  to  subdue."  "  They  succeeded  in  conclud- 
ing a  treaty  with  Canonicus,  Mixan  and  Pessicus  to  no  less  effect  than  a  complete  cession 
of  the  Narragansett  people  and  territory,  unto  the  protection,  care  and  government  of  that 
worthy  and  royal  pnnce,  Charles,  King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors forever." 

They  then  notified  the  authorities  of  Massachusetts  of  this  cession,  and  "threatened 
them  with  the  vengeance  of  the  King  and  of  the  Mohawks  should  they  presume  to  inter- 
fere."    Palfrey's  Hist.  N.  E.,  H.,  136-7. 

By  this  transaction,  completed  within  forty  days  after  their  release  from  prison,  they  gave 
the  death-blow  to  the  usurpation  of  Massachusetts.  She  struggled  against  it  for  years; 
through  the  changes  of  the  Civil  War— the  Commonwealth  and  the  Restoration— sent  in  her 
soldiers,—  annexed  the  country,  by  vote,  to  the  County  of  Suffolk,—  but  the  coveted  terri- 
tory she  never  secured. 

X  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  p.  221. 
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sioiiors  for  Forei<iii  riinitntioiis,''' onine  like  a  jndfiiuoiit  call. 
It  declared,  with  no  uncertain  sound, — "  We  find  the  tract 
of  land  called  Narrairansett  Bay  wholly  without  the  hounds  of 
the  Massachusetts  Patent";  —  and  we  —  "  require  you  to  i)er- 
iiiit  ainl  suffer  the  petitioners  and  all  the  late  inhabitants  of 
Narra^ansett  Hay,  with  their  families  and  all  such  as  shall 
hereafter  join  with  them,  freely  and  quietly  to  live  aiul  i)lant 
iqion  Shawoniet,"  etc., —  "  without exteiidin<>:  your  jurisdiction 
to  any  part  thereof,  or  otherwise  disqiiietinii-  in  their  con- 
sciences, or  civil  peace." 

"We  do  also  require,  that  you  do  suffer  the  said  Mr.  Gor- 
ton, Mr.  riolden,  Mr.  Greene  and  their  company  with  their 
goods  and  necessaries  to  pass  through  any  part  of  that  terri- 
tory which  is  under  your  jurisdiction,  towards  said  tract  of 
land  without  molestation,  any  former  sentence  of  expulsion, 
or  otherwise  notwithstanding." 

I)ut  to  return  to  our  immediate  subject:  the  names  on  the 
seal  l)eing  thus  accounted  for,  it  is  next  in  order  to  consider 
t^le  (picstion  of  the  dates.  With  regai'd  to  these,  while  I'cc- 
ords  aic  infrequent,  and  dates  often  obscure  even  where 
records  arc  found,  it  apjjcars  to  your  committee  that  "  the 
Board  "  intended  in  fixing  the  dates,  to  specify  the  earliest 
ascertained  year  of  a  definite  j)urcliasc  by  the  English  for  set- 
tlement, or  of  the  actual  establishment  of  a  pei'manent  commu- 
]iity  or  settlement,  within  each  of  the  three  several  divisions 
of  the  colony,  that  is,  Providence,  Rhode  Island  and  Warwick. 

As  to  Providence,  they  adopted  the  unquestioned  date  of 
Roger  Williams'  settlement  there,  in  1636,  "  two  years,"  as 
he  says,  "  before  a  deed  was  given."  f 

As  to  Rhode  Island,  they  adopted  the  date  of  1638,  the 
year  in  which  an  actual  settlement  was  made  on  the  island  at 
l*ocasset,  now  Portsmoutii,J  pursuant  to  the  compact  between 
the  settlers  there,  signed  previously  at  Providence. 

•  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  11.,  190  7. 

]  Deed  to  Roger  Williams,  March  24.  i6_^7.     Staples'  Annals,  p.  26. 

X  Col.  Rec,  I.,  52;  Arnold,  Hist.  K.  I.,  I.,  70,  71  ;  Deed  of  K.  I.,  March  24,  1637. 
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As  to  Warwick,  tlicy  adopted  the  date  of  1642,  tlie  recorded 
(late  of  John  Greene's  pnrchase,  and  of  Gorton's,  Greene's 
and  their  companions'  pnrchase,"'  within  the  limits  of  War- 
wick. To  this  date  yonr  attention  is  especially  directed,  that 
yon  may  decide  whether  it  is  right  or  wrong. 

When,  then,  was  the  earliest  pni'chase  for  a  setilement,  or 
first  actnal  settlement  within  the  limits  of  historic  Warwick 
made?  —  meaning  by  Warwick,  the  territory  northerly  of 
Potowonnit  River  and  sontherly  and  ontside  of  all  that  de- 
batable gronnd  (claimed  as  and  called  Providence),  involved 
in  the  Providence  pnrchase  of  "the  meadows  np  stream  with- 
out limits  "  on  the  Pawtuxet  River,  f 

Here,  happily,  on  the  territory  known  as,  and  called  War- 
wick, for  nigh  two  centnries  and  a  half,  nothing  seems  better 
established  than  that  the  first  purchase  by  the  P]nglish  in 
these  parts  was  made  l)y  John  Greene,  to  whom  was  deeded 
on  the  first  day  of  October,  1642,  the  tract  of  land  called 
Occnpessuatnxet,  by  ]\Iiantonomi,  Chief  Sachem  of  the  Narra- 
gansetts,  and  Sockononoco,  the  local  sachem  of  Pawtuxet. 

That  he  bought  it  for  a  settlement,  a  i)lantation  and  a  home, 
seems  ai)undantly  evident,  for  Judge  Staples  states  that  on 
the  25th  of  September,  1644,  he  was  actually  residing  there. | 
How  much  earlier  lie  had  established  himself  on  the  land 
does  not  appear.  But  he  and  his  family  held  it  as  a  Jiome 
for  more  than  a  hundred  and  forty  years,  and  there,  doubtless, 
he  himself  was,  as  certainly  successive  generations  of  his 
descendants  were,  laid  to  rest. 

This  John  Greene,  an  English  surgeon,  was  the  founder  of 
a  family  than  which  none  has  been  more  prominent  or  more 
honored  in  the  annals  of  the  State.  The  mention  of  a  few 
names  will  suffice.  It  gave  to  the  Colony  two  governors,  and  to 
the  State  a  lieutenant-governor  (all  named  William  Greene), — 
to  this  Historical  Society  tvv(j  presidents,  Albert  Gorton 
Greene  and  Samuel  Greene  Arnold, —  to  the  army  of  the  Rev- 


K.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II,.  253-4.        +  Staples'  Annals  of  Providence,  pp.  26,  27. 
t  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  11.,  S9. 
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olution  Colonel  Christopher  Greene  and  Major-General  Na- 
thanacl  Greene, —  and  to  the  United  States  forces,  in  the 
Ri'licUioii,  Miijor-Genei'al  Gcoruc  Sears  Greene  and  his  two 
<iallant  sons.  In  this  connection  it  is  well  worthy  of  notice 
that  all  these,  without  exception,  were  also  lineal  descendants 
of  Samuel  Gorton. 

Now  Albert  Gorton  Greene,  who  designed  the  seal  of  the 
Society,  a  trustee  from  its  foundation,  and  vicc-i)resident  and 
]iresident  for  twenty-five  years,  being  a  lineal  descendant  of 
this  John  Gieene  as  well  as  of  Samuel  Gorton,  and  this  deed 
of  October  1,  1642,  having  been  preserved,  it  is  morally  cer- 
tain that  it  was  neither  overlooked  nor  disregarded  by  this 
most  active  and  influential  member  of  "the  Board,"  and  that 
he  was  perfectly  familiar  with  its  bounds  and  date. 

And  it  appears  to  your  committee  that  these  well-estab- 
lished facts  attending  John  Greene's  purchase,  were  of  them- 
selves a  sufficient  warrant  for  the  insciiption  of  the  date  of 
1(542  upon  the  seal  of  the  Society,  as  the  earliest  date  in  which 
"  Shawomet,'''  alias  Warwick,"  first  began  to  pass  permanently 
under  English  control. 

But  further  than  all  this,  the  same  John  Gi'cene,  with  Sam- 
uel Gorton  and  others,  became  only  thi-ee  months  later, — viz.: 
on  the  12th  of  January,  1642,  as  the  deed  shows,  a  purchaser 
of  the  sachem-wick,  Shawomet,  or  what  is  commonly  called 
"  Old  Warwick."  This  is  the  record ;  this,  too,  was  well 
known  to  the  designer  of  the  seal,  and  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  both  deeds  were  a  pai-t  of  one  plan,  that  of  October 
1st,  being  only  a  preliminary  acquisition  in  prospect  of  a  lai'ger 
settlement  on  the  more  extensive  domain,  a  negotiation  for 
which  would  naturally  occupy  more  time.  With  these  two 
records  before  us,  the  date  of  1642  on  each,  and  the  undoubted 
fact  that  settlement  followed  close  upon,  if  it  did  not  actually 
ante-date  each  deed,  what  is  tliei'e  to  invalidate  the  device 
"1642"  upon  the  seal,  and  on  what  ground  could  it  be  pro- 
nounced wrong?     The  only  reason  would  seem  to  be: 

*  R.  I.  llist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  p.  217. 
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1st.  That  by  "  Sliawomet,"  the  Society  limited  itself  to 
consideration  of  the  Gorton  purchase  only,  which  your  com- 
mittee, for  reasons  already  stated,  are  assured  was  not  at  all 
their  view. 

2d.  That  the  date  of  the  Gorton  deed  (January  12,  1642), 
is  a  date  of  "  Old  Style." 

Admittino-  that  the  date  of  the  Gorton  deed  is  in  (Jld  Style, 
your  committee  is  of  opinion  that  it  should  not  be  rejected  on 
that  account,  for  the  reason  that  if  the  John  Greene  deed  of 
the  previous  October,  which  is  without  any  objection  as  to  the 
"  Style,"  were  thrown  out  of  consideration,  tlic  seal  date  of 
1642,  as  the  date  of  the  limited  Shawomet  purchase,  is  in  their 
judgment  valid  and  properly  used. 

The  deed  to  Samuel  Gorton  and  others  specifies  *' January 
12th,  Anno  Domini,  1642,"  as  the  day  and  year  on  which 
Miantonomi  set  his  hand  thereto,  and  this  without  reference 
to  or  recognition  of  any  "  Style,"  old  or  new,  or  the  possibility 
of  any  change.  The  deed  is  dated  in  accordance  with  both 
English  custom  and  English  law,  as  it  then  was  and  continued 
to  be  for  more  than  a  hundred  years  aftei'ward,  the  change  t) 
New  Style*  not  being  authoi'ized  in  England  or  in  her  colonies 
till  1751,  nor  carried  into  effect  till  1752.t  a  hundred  and  ten 
years  after  the  deed  was  made,  when  moie  than  three  gener- 
ations of  the  Greenes  and  Goitons  had  passed  away. 

Beyond  reasonable  question  the  legal  date,  as  well  as  the 
legal  record  of  the  Shawomet  purchase,  was  January,  1642. 
The  legal  year  1643,  did  not  commence,  according  to  the  then 
mode  of  reckoning  with  all  English  peoi)le,  till  the  2oth  of 
the  following  March,  so  that  the  action  of  the  Society  in 
affixing  to  their  seal  the  date  1642,  ai)pears  to  your  commit- 
tee to  have  been  perfectly  competent  and  without  impeach- 
ment, even  if  it  were  necessary,  as  it  is  not,  to  construe  that 
date  as  referring  to  the  settlement  of  the  sachem-wick  Shawo- 
met alone. 


*  Act  21,  George  II.,  C.  23,  1751.      Townsend's  Manual  of  Dales,  72J-4.     Bailey's  Dic- 
tionary, London,  1749.     In  verb. 

t  January  X,  1752,  was   ihe  first   day  of  the   first    English   year  of  New  Style.  -  Act   24, 
George  II.,  C.  23,  1751. 


*  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc  Coll.,  II..  pp.  250-3. 

+  Bartlett's  Col.  Records,  I.,  pp.  143-6. 

t  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II..  pp.  259-63. 

§  In  the  seventh  century  and  for  several  Cv-nturies  later,  the  year  began  in  England  on 
Christmas  day,  but  in  the  twelfth  century  the  Anglican  Church  commenced  tlie  year  on 
Annunciation,  or  Lady-Day,  March  25th,  and  this  continued  until  the  adoption  of  tlie  New 
Style. 

II  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  U.,  pp.  52  3. 
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Tlio  |)r(ipri('fy  nnd  legality  of  tliis  construction  and  nso  of 
dates,  is  curiously  confirmed  l)y  a  contemporary  illustration, 
in  the  conspicuous  fact  that  the  Ordinance  of  the  En<^lish 
Parliament'^'  creating-  Robert,  Earl  of  Warwick,  Governor-in- 
Chief  of  all  tiie  islands  and  plantations  of  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects within  or  on  the  coasts  of  America,  together  with  a  i)0(ly 
of  Commissioners  to  assist  him  therein,  bears  date  and  was 
passed  *■  November  2d,  Anno  Domini  164o,"  while  the  Charter 
to  Providence  Plantations  made  four  months  afterward,  and,  as 
they  recite,  "by  the  authority  of  the  said  Ordinance  of  Lords 
and  Commons,"  f  bears  date  March  14th,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  God  1648.  J  However  inconsistent  in  modern  view  this 
(to  us)  inverted  succession  of  dates  may  appear,  it  hail  no 
such  aspect  to  the  men  of  those  early  days,  and  involves  no 
contradiction  in  fact. 

Indeed,  as  a  matter  of  legal  accuracy,  every  date  of  a  legal, 
civil,  or  ecclesiastical  character,  preceding  the  change  of  Style 
in  1752,  and  as  far  back  as  the  fourteenth  century,  should  be 
in  Old  Style. 

The  statement  of  the  double  date  (that  is  of  ])oth  Styles) 
between  1st  of  January  and  25th  of  March,  has  no  authority 
excei)t  as  a  convenient  note  or  aid  to  memory,  for  the  benefit 
of  modern  readeis,  in  order  to  prevent  confusion. § 

It  is  important,  lunvever,  to  go  one  stej)  further  in  the 
examination  of  the  (|uestion  before  us.  Not  a  month  had 
elaj)sed  after  the  deed  to  John  (ireene  was  given,  when  the 
Massachusetts  sent  a  warranty  unto  Gorton,  Greene,  and  their 
companions,  to  conunaiid  appeai-ance  at  their  courts,  and 
threatening  violence  unless  it  were  obeyed.  The  effect  of 
this  warrant  or  summons,   entitled  "Massachusetts   to    our 
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Neighbors  of  Providence,"  and  bearing  date,  October  28tli, 
1642,  as  well  as  the  reply  to  it,  and  tiie  concomitant  events, 
we  must  now  consider; 

This  summons,  sent  by  Governor  Winthrop  (through  the 
hands  of  his  agent,  William  Arnold),  was  received  by  Gorton 
and  his  fi'iends,  to  use  Gorton's  own  words,  "before  wo 
planted  upon  that  tract  of  land  called  Shnwomet."  * 

Tliey  had  not,  therefore,  left  their  Providence-Pawtuxct 
liomes  (near  Roger  Williams  Park),  as  late  as  the  close  of 
October,  1642. 

l)ut  this  summons,  following  so  soon  the  purchase  of  John 
(Greene,  presaged,  as  Gorton  thought  and  as  he  was  advised 
by  others,  a  coming  struggle  by  the  Massachusetts  "  to  take 
in  all  the  Narragansett  Bay  under  their  government  and 
jurisdiction."  The  impression  it  made  and  the  course  of  ac- 
tion adopted  under  this  threatening  {)rospect,  we  must  look 
to  Gorton  to  explain. 

He  says:  "This  warrant  being  delivered  to  us,  in  the  name 
of  '  the  Massachusetts,'!  we  took  into  serious  consideration, 
having  former  experience  al)undantly,  of  their  unkind  and 
inhumane  dealing  with  us, yea  towards  our  wives,  and  children, 
when  ourselves  were  sometimes  in  banishments  and  sometimes 
ill  prison  and  irons  (by  them)  before.^  We  thought  it  meet, 
for  the  preservation  of  our  peace,  together  with  that  compas- 
sion we  had  of  our  wives  and  little  ones,  to  leave  our  houses 
and  the  rest  of  our  labors  lying  near  unto  those  their  pre- 
tended subjects,  whom  we  saw  maliciously  bent,  and  to  remove 
ourselves  and  families  further  off  from  the  Massachusetts,  and 
such  tlieir  coadjutors  being  then  amongst  us.  For  we  saw 
that  they  did  not  only  endeavor  to  take  away  our  livelihood, 


»  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  p.  53. 

'  R   I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  pp.  S4-S. 

I  "  The  absorption  of  sacerdotal,  political  and  juridical  functions  by  a  single  class  pro- 
duces an  arbitrary  despotism;  and  before  judges  g^reedy  of  earthly  dominion,  flushed  by  a 
sense  of  power,  unrestrained  by  rules  of  law  or  evidence,  and  unopposed  by  a  resolute  apd 
courageous  bar,  trials  must  become  little  more  than  conventional  forms,  precursors  of 
predetermined  puiiishmen  s  " — Adams'  '*  Emancipation  of  Massachusetts,"  29.!. 
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Imt  intended  to  take  away  oiir  lives  also,  in  case  tliey  could 
find  a  way  to  satisfy  the  country  in  doing  of  such  an  act  and 
execution,  for  Ave  never  had  accusation  bi'ought  in  against  us, 
hut  what  rose  from  the  magistiates  and  the  niinistei's ;  *  for 
we  walked  so  as  to  do  no  man  wrong,  only  justified  the  cause 
of  our  religion,  as  we  had  learned  and  received  the  principles 
thei'cof  before  we  went  amongst  them  ;  as  also  the  fjaws  and 
Government  of  this  Kingdom  of  England,  unto  which  wo 
ever  willingly  acknowledged  ourselves  to  be  loyal  subjects  , 
and  therefore  could  not  suffer  ourselves  to  be  entrenched  upon 
by  our  felhnv-suhjects,  further  than  the  '  Laws  of  our  King  and 
State  do  allow.'  "  f 

Gorton  continues:  J  "We  removed  ourselves  into  another 
part  of  the  Narragansett  Bay,  further  from  the  Massachusetts, 
and  where  none  of  the  English  nor  other  nations  liad 
anything  to  do,  only  Indians,  the  true  natives,  of  whom  we 
Ijought  a  parcel  of  land,  called  Shawomet,  not  only  of  Mian- 
tonomi  chief  Sachem,  or  Prince  of  those  parts  of  the  Country, 
but  also  with  the  free  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  tin; 
place," — and,"  Plainly  perceiving  that  the  drift  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts,  and  those  joined  with  them,  was  not  only  to  take  the 
whole  country  of  the  English  {)lantations  into  their  jurisdic- 
tion, but  also  to  establish  what  way  of  religion  themselves 
thought  fit,  to  the  taking  away  not  only  of  goods,  but  lives 
also,  of  such  as  were  otherwise  minded,  we  made  answer  unto 
the  writing  they  had  sent  unto  us,  on  this  wise:  —  which  an- 
swer was  made  vpon  our  removal  from  Mooshawset,  otherwise 
called  Providence,  to  Shaivoniet."  § 

This  answer  is  dated,  "  Mooshawset,  November  the  20, 
1642,"  and  that  there  might  be  no  miscarriage  or  delay,  was 


*  Dr.  Palfrey  says  :  "  The  Clergy  maintained  their  rule  with  great  sagacity  and  energy  , 
though  excluded  from  secular  aflairs  they  constituted  in  some  sort  a  separate  estate, 
which,  unelected  —  a  bench  above  and  irresponsible  to  law  —  was  summoned  to  decide  in 
all  cases  of  importance,  involving  the  highest  questions  of  liberty  and  life  itself" 

I  U.  I.  Mist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  rp   54  5. 
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delivered  into  the  hands  of  Governor  Winthrop  by  a  special 
messenger.*  When  carefully  examined  it  sheds  much  light 
on  the  Shawomet  purchase  and  the  proceedings  preliminary 
thereto.  In  reply  to  the  objections  urged  by  "  the  Bay  " 
against  the  purchase  of  Indian  lands,  he  says :  f  ''To  our 
neighbors  of  the  Massachusetts  " — "  In  that  you  tell  us  we 
offer  wrong  (to  the  natives)  by  a  pretended  purchase,  you  are 
as  much  mistaken  in  the  purchase  as  in  the  wrong,  for  it  is 
rig^hl  that  we  are  about  to  do.  Neither  is  our  purchase  a  \iVQ- 
\Q\\iie,\mt  precedential  &c.,"  (i.  e.,  they  had  an  agreement  for 
the  lands  precedent  to  any  formal  deed).  He  then  repudiates 
the  Massachusetts'  claim  of  a  right  in  their  clients  of  Paw- 
tuxet  "by  conquest,"  or  "four  yeai's'  possession,"  "their  pos- 
session being  a  mere  intrusion,  as  all  the  natives  know"  for 
"  the  true  owners  were  never  yet  subdued."  He  then  ex- 
plains the  position  more  fully,  saying,  "But  we  profess  right 
[i.  e.,  title]  held  in  no  such  interest,  but  according  to  the 
ground  of  Covenant  only  known  in  its  nature  in  the  parties 
twixt  whom  it  is  plight,  in  the  possessor  and  the  possessed, 
arising  from  their  accord  and  concunency  together  with  their 
distinct,  harmonica!,  reciprocal  and  joint  properties  and  op- 
erations of  them  both."  "  Such  is  the  tenure  that  we  hold, 
and  maintain  it  before  men  and  angels,  and  oppose  \_i.  (?., 
defend]  it  against  men  and  devils."  j: 


*  Savage's  Winthrop.    II.,  p.  174. 

t  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  60. 

Elsewhere  he  says  :  "  Oar  Countrymen,  for  we  cannot  but  call  vou  so,  though  we 
find  your  carriage  to  be  so  far  worse  than  these  Indians." — R.  1.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.    H.,  S4. 

Even  their  own  brethren,  the  founders  of  Connecticut,  who  had  gone  100  miles  into  the 
wilderness  from  them,  experienced  their  tyranny.  Roger  Williams  writes  :  —  "  That  heav- 
enly man,  Mr.  Haynes.  Governor  of  Connecticut,  though  he  pronounced  the  sentence  of 
my  long  banishment  against  me,  at  Cambridge,  then  Newtown,  yet  said  to  me,  in  his  own 
house  at  Hartford,  being  then  in  some  difference  with  the  Bay;  " —  I  think  Mr.  Williams 
I  must  now  confess  to  you  that  the  most  wise  God  hath  provided  and  cut  out  this  part  of  his 
world  for  a  refuge  and  receptacle  for  all  sorts  of  consciences."  "  I  am  now  under  a  cloud 
and  my  brother  Hooker,  with  the  Bay,  as  you  have  been ;  we  have  removed  from  them  thus 
far,  and  yet  they  are  not  satisfied'' — Letters  of  Roger  Williams,  Narr.  Club,  Vol. 
VI.,344-s. 

"  The  Connecticut  settlers  did  not  adopt,  in  their  own  settlement,  that  radical  feature  of 
the  social  system  of  Massachusetts  which  founded  the  civil  franchise  on  church-member- 
ship."— Palfrey,  Hist.  N.  E.,  I.,  447. 

X  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  pp.  65-66. 


56  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIKTY. 

This  answer,  as  stated,  bears  date  November  20th,  1642, 
and  seems  clearly  to  indicate,  that  thonuh  the  formal  deed  of 
conveyance  had  not  tluMi  passed,  the  territory  to  be  deeded, 
the  principal  terms,  covenants  and  conditions  of  the  purchase, 
had  already  been  settled,  and  the  right  of  use  and  possession 
acquirctl ;  and  it  confirms  the  supposition  that  the  purchase 
of  Occupessuatuxet  by  John  Greene  was  but  a  first  step 
towards  the  principal  purchase  of  Shawomet  by  Gorton  and 
(Jrcenc  with  theii'  companions. 

Tliese  views  are  confirmed  by  the  analogous  statements  and 
})roceedings  of  Roger  Williams  as  to  his  own  purchase,  who 
says  :  ■'■  "  1,  in  the  years  1()34  and  1635.  had  several  treaties 
with  Conanicusse  &  Miantonome,  the  Chief  Sachems  of  the 
Xarragansetts,  and  in  the  end,  inii-chascd  of  them  the  lands 
and  meadows  upon  the  two  fresh  rivers,  called  Mooshassick 
and  Wanasquatuckct.  The  two  Sachems  having  hy  a  Deed, 
under  their  hands  diitcd  March  24th  1637, f  two  years  aftei' 
the  sale  thereof,  estal)lishcd  and  confirmed  the  bounds  of 
these  lands  from  the  river  and  fields  of  I'awtuck(pit  and  the 
great  hill  of  Neotaconconitt  on  the  North  West,  and  the  town 
of  ]\Iashapauge  on  the  West,"  etc..  etc.  "  1,  having  made  a 
covenant  of  jjcaceable  neighborhood  with  all  the  Sachems  and 
natives  aioiind  about  us,  and  having  a  sense  of  God's  merciful 
jirovidence  unto  me  in  my  distress,  called  the  ])lace  Provi- 
dence." 

This  deed  of  Canonicus  and  Miantonomi  to  Roger  Williams 
bearing  date  24th  of  March,  1637, the  last  day  of  the  year,  is  the 
earliest  conveyance  in  the  records  of  Providence.  Staples 
says.J  "  i^'  i'*  [)robable  that  the  sale  two  years  previous,  to  Roger 
Williams  was  a  verbal  one — and  that  this  deed  of  24th  March, 
1637,  is  a  confirmation  of  the  precedent  grant,  or  rather  a 
declaration  of  the  l)Ounds  of  the  land  conveyed  by  it. 

Now  Gorton  though  Intld  and   persistent,  with  all  the  cour- 


*  Staples'  Annnis,  pp.  30,  31. 

t  Same  date  with  the  Dcid  of  Aquiilneck. 

J  Annals  of  Providence,  pp.  26-7. 
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age  of  his  convictions,  and  awake  to  the  coming  conflict  with 
"  the  Bay,"  was  a  man  of  peace,  a  sincere  follower  of  his 
Divine  Master,"  and  did  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  at  once  his 
house  and  property  on  the  Pawtuxet  jjurchase,  to  gain  that 
])cace  and  independence  which  were  to  him  more  dear.  His 
[>urpose  was  clear,  his  plans  were  made,  and  he  doubtless  im- 
proved the  time  between  the  summons  and  his  reply  to  close 
jtny  unsettled  question  in  his  covenants  and  treaty  with  Mian- 
tonomi.  Then,  alive  to  the  power  which  possession  gives,  and 
urged  by  the  approach  of  winter,  he  dispatches  his  "  Reply," 
to  Governor  Winthrop,  declaring  their  rightful  claims  and 
repudiating  any  and  all  jurisdiction  of  the  Massachusetts.  At 
the  same  time  he  does  not  delay  a  moment  in  the  work  of  push- 
ing forward  with  his  companions,  and  taking  actual  posses- 
sion ;  planting  themselves  in  a  wilderness  in  which  no  white 
man  or  subject  of  the  Massachusetts  stocxl,  and  fortifying 
their  claims  in  the  January  following  by  a  formal  deed,  which 
implies  previous  possession,  in  the  fact  that  it  was  "  enacted 
upon  the  above-said  pai'cell  of  land,"  as  well  as  from  other 
terms  of  the  conveyance.!  That  Gorton  and  his  company 
liad  thus  taken  possession  of  Shawoniet  some  time  before  the 
date  of  the  deed,  is  made  not  merely  probable  by  this  declaration 
;uid  the  facts  and  circumstances  referred  to,  but  must  be  in- 
feired  from  his  formal  statement,  "  We  made  answer  unto  the 
writing  they  had  sent  unto  us,  on  this  wise  ;  which  answer 
was  made  vpon  our  removal  from  Mooshawset,  otherwise 
called  Providence,  to  "  Shawomet,"  J  and  the  time  of  this  an- 
Kwer  is  distinctly  given  as  "November  the  20th,  1642." 

Not  only  is  this  language  explicit  as  to  this  time  of  their  re- 

*  "  In  England,  through  importunity,  I  was  persuaded  to  speak  the  Word  of  God  pub- 
licly in  divers  and  eminent  phices  as  any  were  then  in  London."  "  I  was  invited  to  speak 
in  the  presence  of  such  as  had  the  title  of  Excellency  [Cromwell  d)]  and  lovingly  em 
braced,  wherever  I  came,  in  the  Word  uttered,  with  the  most  eminent  Christians  in  the 
p'ace,  etc.,  etc."     Gorton's  Letter  to  Nathaniel  Morton.     R.  I.  Hist.  .Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  J47. 

\  The  language  of  Miantonomi  is  — '"  I  say  I  have  sold  it  and  possession  of  it  ffiven  unto 
the  men  aforesaid."     R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll  ,  II.,  253-4. 

I  if,.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll..  II.,  p.  60. 

(1)  Carlyle's  Cromwell,  I.,  177-488,  etc. 
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luoval,  l)iit  lie  also  places  it  in  direct  contrast  with  his  j)revi- 
ous  statement  that  the  warrant  from  ]\Iassachusctts  of  2H 
September,  1642,  came  "  before  we  planted  upon  that  tract  of 
land  called  '  .Shawomet,'  "*  and  with  his  subsequent  statement, 
that  the  warrant  of  September  i2th,  1643,  was  the  first"  after 
our  removal  unto  and  ])lanting  upon  our  land  at  Shawomet."  t 

He  thus  gives  a  time  before^  a  time  after  and  the  time  uptm 
ivhich  the  removal  to  Shawomet  took  j)lace,  and  this  not  in 
casual  statements,  but  as  specific  points  in  his  arraignment  of 
the  Government  of  Massachusetts  Bay — "  a  more  particular 
and  full  I'clation,"  J  as  he  calls  it,  than  could  be  embodied 
in  his  foi'mal  appeal  to  the  Crown. 

The  evidence  thus  seems  quite  clear,  that  Gorton  and  his 
company,  in  November,  1642,  removed  from  the  Pawtuxet 
purchase  to  Shawomet.  The  statement  in  each  case  is  equally 
e.xact,  and  all  have  the  accuracy  and  unquestioned  truthful- 
ness§  of  Gorton  for  their  support. 

The  confidence  of  your  Committee  in  these  conclusions  is 
confirmed  by  the  fact,  that   since  the  foregoing  was  wiitteu, 

*  R   I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  p.  S3. 

+  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc,  Coll.  II.,  p.  95. 

X  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II .,  p.  25. 

§  Samuel  liddy,  late  Chief  Justice  of  Hhode  Island,  and  many  years  Secretary  of  State, 
says  :  "  I  have  read,  I  believe,  almost  every  word  that  is  legible  of  the  Record  of  this  Col- 
ony from  its  first  settlement  till  after  the  death  of  Gorton." 

"  F"rom  the  first  establishment  of  s^o\ernment  (in  R.  I.,]  he  was  almost  constantly  in  office 
and  during  a  long  life  there  is  no  instance  of  record,  to  my  knowledge,  of  any  reproach  or 
censure  cast  upon  him." 

"  This  can  hardly  be  said  of  any  other  settler  of  the  Colony  of  any  standing." 

"  It  was  this  fact  that  fixed  my  opinion  of  the  general  tenor  of  his  conduct  and  the  up- 
rightness of  his  character." 

"It  would  be  a  remarkable  fact  that  a  man  should  lie  an  enemy  to  magistracy,  to  religion, — 
in  short,  a  bad  man,  —  and  yet  should  constantly  enjoy  the  confidence  of  his  fellow -towns 
men  and   receive  the  highest  honors  in  their  gift." 

Savage's  Winthrop,   II.,  70-71,  Ed.  1S53. 

R.  I.  Hist.  Tracts,  No.  XVII.,  pp.  5-S. 

Thomas  Durfee,  Chief  Justice  of  Rhode  Island,  says  :  "  The  list  of  the  earlier  judges  in- 
cludes, along  with  the  names  of  many  forgotten  worthies,  the  historic  names  of  Roger  V\  il- 
liams,  John  Clarke,  William  Coddington,  and  Samuel  Gorton." 

R.  I.  Hist.  Tracts,  XVIII.,  10. 

Dr.  George  E.  Ellis,  while  commending  his  "honest  and  noble  independence,"  says: 
"  His  correspondence  with  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  in  his  old  age,  as  given  in  the  Winthrop 
Papers,  presents  him  in  a  most  charming  light." 
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they  find  that  the  late  Chief  Justice  Brayton,iii  his  "  Defence 
of  Gorton,"*  fixes  the  termination  of  Gorton's  residence  at 
Pawtuxct  on  the  20tli  of  November,  1642,  thus  giving  the 
same  construction  your  Committee  have  given  to  Gorton's 
language.  The  reasonal)leness  of  the  construction  may  be 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  it  was  in  each  case  wholly  inde- 
pendent of  the  other. 

Judge  Brayton  also  says,  "  In  the  beginning  of  the  winter 
of  1642-3,  they  took  np  their  abode  at  Shawomet  and  prepared 
themselves  for  the  coming'  winter,  and  before  the  expiration 
of  sixty  days  received  their  conveyance  from  Miantonomi  and 
>set  down  npon  their  own  purchased  possession."  Tiicse  sixty 
days  must  have  been  reckoned  between  13tli  of  November,  1642, 
and  12th  of  January,  1642-3,  following,  and  this  statement, 
though  somewhat  incongi-uous  in  its  use  of  the  term  "  winter," 
would  place  their  removal  to  Shawomet  either  the  last  part  of 
November,  or  very  early  in  December  ;  at  all  events,  within  the 
year  1642. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  foregoing  considerations,  and  of 
the  main  facts  which  may  be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows, 
viz.: 

1st.  That  by  the  name  Shawomet  on  the  seal,  was  intended 
the  whole  of  Warwick  as  representing  the  western  division  of 
the  State, — 

2d.  That  John  Gi-eene  had  taken  Occupessuatuxct,  (in 
Warwick,)  for  a  home  and  settlement  l)y  a  formal  deed  as 
early  as  the  first  of  October,  1642, — 

3d.  That  "  Old  Style  "  being  legal  English  Style,  at  the 
period  in  question,  we  are  bound  to  accept  the  date  of  Gor- 
ton's deed  of  the  12th  of  January,  1642,  as  a  legal  and  unim- 
peachable date, —  and 

4th.  That  we  have  the  written  statement  of  Gorton  him- 
self, that  the  "Reply  "  to  their  "  Neighbors  of  the  Massachu- 
setts," of  November  20,  1642,  was  made  "  upon  the  time  of 
their  removal  to  Shawomet," — 

*  R.  I.  Hist.  Tracts,  Defence  of  Gorton,  p  74. 
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Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that,  not  only  Jo,bn 
Greene  but  also  Samuel  Gorton  and  his  companions,  became 
actual  settlers  within  "Shavvomct  trZms  Warwick,"*  in  the  year 
1642,  and  that  whether  one  holds  to  "Old  Style"  or  to 
"  New  Style,"  there  is  no  good  or  sufficient  reason  to  question 
the  proi)i'iety  oi-  truthfulness  of  the  devices  or  dates  on  the 
seal  of  the  Society,  or  for  advising  or  adopting  any  change 
therein. 

All  which  is  respectfully  suluuitted. 

WILLIAM  D.  ELY,       > 

JOHN  A.  HOWLAND,i   ^'ommiltee. 


Providence,  October  i,   18S7. 


♦  K.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  11.,  217 
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Ariel  Ballou,  M.  D.,was  the  son  of  Deacon  Ariel  and 
Kdilda  (Tower)  Ballou,  and  was  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  I., 
Oct.  25,  1805. 

He  performed  faithful  service  on  liis  father's  farm  during 
his  minority.  At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  developed  a  taste 
for  learning,  and  gave  all  his  spare  time  to  his  studies.  When 
seventeen  years  old,  lie  spent  six  months  in  the  private  school 
of  Rev.  Abiel  Fisher,  of  Bcllingham,  Mass.  Prom  this  time 
he  taught  in  district  schools  during  the  winter,  and  prose- 
cuted his  studies  under  difficulties.  Soon  after  he  attained 
his  majority,  he  was  principal  of  the  Academy  on  Cumber- 
land Hill,  where  his  first  compensation  for  services  was  re- 
ceived. Here  he  found  a  valued  friend  in  tlie  person  of 
Aaron  White,  Esq.,  a  well-educated  lawyer,  who  advised  him 
to  give  up  the  idea  of  a  collegiate  course,  and  apply  himself 
at  once  to  the  study  of  medicine. 

This  he  did,  first  with  Dr.  Cnllen  Lamb,  of  Cumberland, 
R.  I.  He  was  next  a  student  with  Dr.  Usher  Parsons,  of 
Providence;  spent  four  months  in  the  Berkshire  Medical  In- 
stitute at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  subsequently  he  passed  a  year 
under  the  tuition  of  Dr.  Daniel  Thurber,  of  Mendon,  Mass. 
He  then  studied  and  practiced  four  months  with  Dr.  Hiram 
Allen,  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  He  was  then  a  student  with 
Prof.  D.  W.  Wells,  in  the  Maine  Medical  School,  connected 
with  Bowdoin  College.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  time 
spent  in  this  school,  he  w^as  assistant  anatomist,  and  also  re- 
ceived the  flattering  offer  of  the  Professorship  of  Anatomy 
in  the  Vermont  Medical  School  at  Burlington,  which  he  was 
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obliged  to  decline.  Having  linislied  liis  studies  witii  credit 
in  ^Iiiy,  1830,  he  i-eturiicd  to  Woonsocket  in  July,  and  in  the 
following  Septcnil)er,  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He 
practiced  his  profession  in  Woonsocket  and  the  neighboring 
towns,  where  he  had  a  wide  field  and  an  extensive  practice 
for  more  than  fifty-five  years,  or  till  his  eightieth  year.  He 
was  the  author  of  a  thesis  on  Lactation,  which  was  j)ublished 
in  \\\e  3Iedical  Journal  about  the  year  1850,  and  was  copied 
extensively  in  Euro[)ean  journals.  He  was  President  of  the 
Rliode  Island  Medical  Society  during  the  years  1855-5(3,  and 
has  ever  since  been  one  of  its  censors.  He  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Woonsocket  Hospital,  and  a  leading  trustee  of 
the  Harris  Institute,  from  their  organization,  and  rendered 
them  cHicient  service.  He  was  an  honorary  meml)er  of  the 
Ililaiiie  j\Iedical  Association,  and  he  made  his  last  meilical 
visit  at  Portland  in  June,  1885.  In  political  and  civil  affairs, 
lie  was  a  Democrat  of  the  loyal  and  progressive  wing.  From 
1842  to  1852,  he  was  most  of  the  time  a  member  of  the 
Rliode  Island  Legislatnre,  in  either  the  lower  or  the  upper 
house,  and  introduced  the  bill  abolishing  capital  punishment, 
which  became  a  law. 

Ill/the  People's  Constitutional  Convention,  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  through  the 
ensuing  agitation  he  adhered  to  Governor  Dorr  and  the  de- 
feated party  without  losing  the  respect  of  high-minded  oppon- 
ents. 

In  1879  lie  was  again  elected  to  the  state  senate  from  the 
new  town  of  Woonsocket.  In  1852  was  one  of  the  Rhode 
Island  electors.  He  was  a  strong  and  devoted  friend  of  the 
public  schools,  and  for  seventeen  years  was  on  the  school 
board  of  his  native  town. 

He  was  prominent  as  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
was  initiated  and  became  a  Master  Mason  in  Morning  Star 
Lodge,  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  in  the  year  1826.  Was  Worship- 
ful Master  of  that  Lodge  after  its  removal  to  Woonsocket, 
from  1848  to  1853,  afterwards  serving  several  years   as  its 
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Treasurer.  From  18GI  to  1865  he  was  Grand  Master  of 
Masons  for  Rhode  Lshmd.  lie  became  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
in  1858,  and  rose  from  one  office  to  another  till  elected,  in 
1861,  Grand  High  Priest  of  tlie  state  chapter,  continuing  in 
that  office  till  1861,  and  joined  the  Woonsocket  encampment 
of  Knights-Templars  in  1867. 

The  interest  which  Dr.  Ballon  had  in  Free  Masonry  was  not 
measured  by  its  merely  technical  features,  but  went  out  along 
the  lines  of  its  social,  moral,  and  benevolent  manifestations, 
disposing  him  to  promote  its  efficacy  in  these  directions.  He 
was  always  the  high-minded,  public-spirited  citizen,  the  Christ- 
ian gentleman.  In  religion,  he  was  a  conscientious,  devout, 
and  exemplary  Episcopalian,  iov  many  years  a  member  and 
warden  of  St.  James  Church,  in  Woonsocket. 

He  rose  to  distinction  in  his  profession,  in  public  life,  and 
in  the  various  spheres  of  activity  which  he  honored  by  persist- 
ent, indomitable  force  of  will  in  the  pursuit  of  his  object,  and 
i)y  hisunswerving  moral  integrity.  Briefly,  he  was  an  intellect- 
ual, judicial,  self-poised,  -jourageous,  high-toned  man.  His  tall 
form  (over  six  feet)  and  his  dignified  mauiier  made  him  a 
marked  man  on  the  street  or  in  a  public  assembly,  and  he  will 
not  soon  be  forgotten  in  this  community. 

He  married,  Sept.  11,  1832,  Hannah  Horton,  daughter  of 
Barnabas  and  Mary  (Morse)  Horton,  of  Bridgewater,  Mass., 
who  died  Nov.  14,  1873,  and  had  five  children,  two  of  whom 
survive  him  :  Annah,  who  resides  in  Providence,  and  Laura, 
who  married  Dr.  Daniel  M.  Edwards,  of  Woonsocket. 

Dr.  Ballon  attended  to  the  duties  of  his  profession  till  a 
short  time  before  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  loth  of 
July,  1887,  aged  81  years,  8  months,  and  21  days.  His  funeral 
under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  was 
solemnized  at  the  house  in  Providence  where  he  was  residing 
with  one  of  his  daughters,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  the  Rev. 
W.  N.  Ackley,  officiating,  and  the  burial  was  at  the  cemetery 
at  Woonsocket,  where  he  was  laid  away  to  rest  by  his  Masonic 
brethi'en  with  Masonic  honors. 
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lie  was  a  resident  menil)er  of  the  Rhode  Ishiiid  Historical 
Society  for  inan\'  years,  manifesting  a  lively  interest  in  its 
objects  and  i)rocerdin(rs.  He  was  also  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Yir<rinia  Historical  Society,  at  Richmond,  Va. 

Edward  Thompson  Caswkll,  M.  D.,  died  at  his  liome  in 
this  city,  April  17,  1887.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  the  late 
Rev,  Alexis  Caswell,  d.  d.,  ll.  d.,  professor  and  president  in 
Brown  University.  His  mother  was  Esther  Lois  Caswell, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Edward  Thompson.  He  was  born  here  Sept. 
11,  1838,  and  was  nearly  fifty-four  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
decease.  He  was  matriculated  at  Brown  University  in  1849, 
was  graduated  with  honor  in  1853.  For  a  time  uncertain  in 
regard  to  his  professional  course,  he  fiiuilly  decided  to  study 
medicine  and  was  graduated  from  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege in  Philadelphia  in  1859.  For  a  time  he  was  a  student  in 
the  office  of  the  late  Abraham  H.  Okie,  m.  d.  In  1861  he  went 
abroad  for  further  study,  remaining  principally  in  Vienna,  till 
the  autumn  of  1863.  About  a  year  after  he  took  the  office 
long  occupied  l)y  that  eminent  physician,  Lewis  L.  Miller,  and 
heiran  his  successful  career  as  a  practitioner  in  medicine  and 
surgery,  which  ended  only  at  his  death.  At  al)out  the  same 
time  he  was  married  to  Annie  liowman,  daughter  of  ^Ir.  Aus- 
tin Baldwin,  of  New  York  City,  who,  with  six  children,  sur- 
vives him. 

Dr.  Caswell  was  a  well-educated  i)hysician,  always  keeping 
abreast  with  the  best  literature  of  his  profession.  He  came 
into  considerable  practice  and  profited  by  it  for  his  own  im- 
provement. He  was  an  expert  surgeon,  and  did  much  good  ser- 
vice in  the  Rhode  Island  Hosj)ital,  He  had  been  president  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  and  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Medical  Society.  He  had  published  addresses  made  in  liis 
official  position,  as  well  as  other  medical  tracts,  and  showed  a 
literary  capacity  quite  equal  to  his  scientific  attainment. 

In  fact.  Dr.  Caswell  was  no  narrow  professionalist.  He 
connected  himself  with   this  Society  in    1874,  and  while  not 
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devoting  lihnself  to  any  special  historical  inquiries,  lie  had 
comprehensive  a>id  catholic  tastes  whicli  interested  him  in 
all  good  learning.  His  temper  was  critical,  often  to  fastidious- 
ness. He  had  the  advantage  of  good  early  training,  and  its 
atmosphere  remained  with  him.  His  urbanity  and  courtesy 
made  him  an  agreeal)le  companion  and  guest,  while  he  made 
his  home  attractive  with  a  gracious  hospitality.  In  his  early 
days  he  joined  the  First  Baptist  Church,  the  church  of  his 
honored  father,  though  in  later  life  passing  into  the  Episcopal 
Communion,  but  in  both  holding  and  avowing  the  faith  which 
was  his  solace  in  the  inevitable  hour  when  he  saw  that  he 
must  relinquish  all  earthly  hopes  and  labors,  for  he  was 
smitten  by  an  incurable  disease,  which  notified  him  a  year 
beforehand  that  the  end  was  coming,  and  he  who  had  fought 
against  death  so  often  for  others  had  to  muster  his  fortitude 
and  faith  to  meet  the  coming  enemy  for  himself.  These  did 
not  fail,  and  his  end  was  peace. 

Edwaed  Thompson  Caswell  was  the  oldest  son  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  AlexisCaswell, President  of  Brown  University,andof  Esther 
Lois  (Thompson)  Caswell.  He  was  born  in  Providence,  Sept- 
11,  1833.  He  was  a  pupil  of  the  Providence  High  School,  and 
graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1853.  After  a  little  time 
spent  in  business  pursuits,  he  studied  medicine  in  Providence, 
and  at  Jefferson  Medical  College  in  Philadelphia,  where  he 
took  his  medical  degree  in  1859.  He  afterward  spent  about 
three  years  in  Europe,  chiefly  at  Berlin  and  Vienna,  follow- 
ing medical  and  surgical  courses  in  the  great  hospitals,  and 
giving  particular  attention  to  novel  and  special  methods  of 
diagnosis  and  treatment.  Returning  from  Europe  during  the 
Civil  War,  he  was,  for  a  short  time,  in  government  service  at 
Portsmouth,  Ya.,  and  other  places. 

In  1863,  he  began  practice  in  Providence,  soon  entering  into 
partnership  with  the  eminent  surgeon,  Dr.  Lewis  L.  Miller. 
After  Dr.  Miller's  death,  he  continued  practice  at  the  same 
office  till  the  year  1884.     He  became  widely  and  most  favor- 
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ably  known  as  pliysician  and  surgeon  in  the  city  and  throui;])- 
ont  the  state,  and  was  called  to  perform  important  surgicnl 
operations.  In  this  dei)artmcnt  of  liis  profession,  conscien- 
tious and  faithful  care  and  ajjplication  led  him  to  an  excellence 
beyond  that  whicli  consists  in  brilliant  dexterity  or  mechani- 
cal ingenuity,  lie  gained  special  repute  in  certain  new,  oi- 
recently  improved  surgical  procedures.  He  kept  a  full  record 
of  all  his  surgical  operations. 

When  the  Rhode  Islaiul  Hospital  was  opened  in  October, 
1868,  Dr.  Caswell  was  ai)poiuted  one  of  the  visiting  surgeons 
and  he  retained  that  office  till  liis  death.  Besides  his  long 
and  faithful  attendance,  lie  benefited  tiie  institution  in  many 
ways.  It  was  mainly  by  his  efforts  that  a  library  was  estab- 
lished for  the  use  of  the  staff,  well  supplied  with  important 
practical  modern  works.  He  joined  the  Rhode  Island  Medi- 
cal Society  in  1863,  and  contributed  numy  valuable  papers  to 
its  transactions.  Few  members  of  that  Society,  if  any,  have 
done  more  to  elevate  its  character  and  increase  its  usefulness. 
He  w'as  its  president  for  two  years  (1878-1880).  He  was  a 
member  of  the  American  Academy  of  Medicine,  one  special 
aim  of  which  was  to  promote  a  higher  standard  of  medical 
education;  he  was  its  president  in  1881. 

Dr.  Caswell  w'as  an  industrious  writer.  For  eight  years, 
1863-75  inclusive,  he  prepared  the  state  reports  on  the  regis- 
tration of  l)irths,  marriages,  and  deaths,  embodying  important 
contributions  to  vital  statistics  and  the  history  of  popula- 
tion. 

In  1866  he  published  a  translation  from  the  German,  of 
Semeleder's  Treatise  on  haryngoscopy ^  or  the  art  of  looking 
round  a  corner  into  the  larynx  and  wind-pipe.  His  Addresses 
Before  lite  Alumni  of  Jefferson  Medical  College  (1879),  aiul 
as  President  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  on  Reform  in  Med- 
ical Education  (1881)  ;  and  three  discourses  before  the  R.  I. 
Medical  Society  (1875,  1879,  and  1880)  were  all  published. 
He  wrote  frequently  for  medical  journals,  reviewing  books 
and  furnishing  summaries  and  statistics  of  hospital  practice. 
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His  last  public  address  was  delivered  at  tlie  Coinmoiicemeiit 
of  Brown  University,  1886,  on  the  presentation  of  a  portrait 
of  Professor  Lincoln,  from  pupils  and  friends;  a  gift  which 
Dr.  Caswell  had  been  active  in  procuring.  He  was  a  man  of 
cultivated  literaiy  taste,  and  a  student  of  the  fine  arts  and 
their  history.     He  was  much  interested  in  music. 

His  last  illness  dated  from  November,  1885,  and  made 
much  progress  while  he  was  still  in  active  practice.  He  knew 
its  fatal  chai-acter,  and  contemplated  its  coui-se  with  calm  cour- 
age and  Christian  faith.  It  was  a  tumor  of  the  liver.  He 
died  April  17,  1887.  In  1865,  he  married  Annie,  daughter 
of  Austin  Baldwin,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  who  with  six  children 
survives  him.  In  the  course  of  his  practice  he  made  several 
visits  to  Europe;  the  last  in  1886,  when  he  consulted  eminent 
British  physicians  for  his  malady.  He  joined  this  Society  in 
1874. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Barnabas  Benton  Hammond  was  born 
on  what  is  now  the  well-known  Pell  farm,  in  Esopus,  on  the 
Hudson,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  4,  1825.  His  father  was 
Henry  Hammond,  and  his  mother  was  Loraine  Gorham,  of 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  a  first  cousin  of  the  Rev.  John  Pierpont, 
whose  nephews  are  the  well-known  bankers  of  London  and  New 
York,  J.  S.  and  J.  Pierpont  Morgan.  He  was  in  early  life 
cast  on  his  own  resources  and  he  began  his  career  as  clerk  in  a 
judge's  office  at  Hyde  Park,  N.  Y.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
was  in  the  office  of  the  New  York  and  P]rie  Railroad  Company, 
being  one  of  their  most  trusted  accountants.  Induced  to 
leave  that  situation  by  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Jenckes,  and 
enter  his  employment,  Mr.  Hammond  came  to  Providence  in 
1858,  where  two  years  later,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode 
Island  Bar. 

During  the  late  Rebellion  he  patriotically  responded  to  the 
call  of  duty,  and  accepted  a  commission  from  the  President,  as 
major  in  the  Paymaster's  Department,  in  which  he  rendered 
much  arduous  service  for  more  than  two  years  and  until  the 
end  of  the  war,  in  paying  off  the  Army  of  the  James  and  sev- 
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ei'al  of  the  armies  in  tlie  West.  Afaiiy  Iniiidreds  of  tliousands 
of  dollars  were  dislmrsed  by  him  in  this  position,  and  raore 
than  once  he  has  stated  with  justifiable  piide  that  never  was 
a  dollar  stopped  on  any  of  his  acconnts,  and  that  there  was 
never  the  discrepancy  of  a  penny.  His  fidelity  was  recognized 
l)y  the  govei'nment,  and  he  was  brevetted  lieutenant-colonel  of 
volunteers  for  his  meritorious  services.  Many,  even  of  those 
who  knew  him  well,  will  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  a  major  and  brevetlientenant-colonel  during 
the  Civil  War.  as  his  modesty  often  kept  him  from  assuming- 
positions  in  military  circles  that  many  with  far  less  claims 
did  not  hesitate  to  aspire  to.  The  Wednesday  evening  before 
he  died  he  was  elected  chaplain  of  Slocum  Post,  O.  A.  R.,  to 
succeed  the  late  .Jolin  P.  Walker,  whose  then  recent  sudden 
death  so  shortly  preceded  his  own. 

Colonel  Hammond  j)racticed  law  in  Providence  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  so  acceptably  that  he  rarely 
or  never  lost  a  client.  As  a  negotiator  he  had  few  equals, 
and  he  probably  settled  more  estates  as  assignee,  or  by  com- 
promise without  the  necessity  of  an  assignment,  than  any  man 
that  ever  lived  in  Rhode  Island.  His  knowledge  of  the  law  of 
Itankruptcy  was  remarkable,  and  no  one  in  this  state  con- 
ducted sonumy  petitions  under  the  United  States  Bankrupt  Law 
of  1867  as  he.  Upon  the  passing  of  that  act,  the  judges  of  the 
United  States  Su{)reme  Court  having  been  empowered  to  make 
rules  for  the  conduct  of  Ijusiness  under  it,  invoked  the  aid  of 
the  late  Hon.  Thonuis  A.  Jenckes,  the  father  of  the  act,  in 
their  preparation,  and  he  at  once  summoned  Colonel  Ham- 
mond to  his  assistance.  It  was  this  latter  gentleman  who 
actually  prepared  those  rules,  subject,  of  course,  to  Mr,  Jenckes' 
revision,  but  the  character  of  the  work  submitted  to  Mr. 
Jenckes  was  so  satisfactory  that  the  labor  of  revision  was  ex- 
tremely slight.  Respectably  as  Colonel  Hammond  ranked  in 
his  profession,  yet  had  he  felt  that  confidence  in  his  own  abil- 
ity that  in  justice  he  might,  lie  would  have  ranked  still  higher. 

Colonel  Hammond  possessed  much  literary  and  historical 
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taste.  He  was  active  with  Governor  Dyer  in  forming  tlie  Vet- 
eran Citizens  Historical  Society,  serving  as  its  secretary  from 
its  formation  to  within  about  two  years,  when  lie  succeeded  to 
the  presidency,  which  position  he  held  at  his  death.  He  was 
a  quick  and  ready  speaker,  and  possessed  a  warm  and  glowing 
fancy.  Indeed,  those  of  us  who  in  these  latter  years  have 
listened  to  liis  fluent  tongue  and  fervid  sentences,  especially 
in  military  assemblies,  have  wondered  at  his  hesitation  in 
acting  as  an  advocate  before  the  courts. 

Colonel  Hammond's  private  character  was  particularly  at- 
tractive. Though  he  knew  that  he  was  walking  under  the 
sliadow  of  the  dark  angel,  for  he  had  been  told  by  his  physi- 
cian several  years  since  that  he  was  afflicted  with  angina 
))ectoris,  from  which  he  suffered  much  and  finally  died,  yet 
neither  that  grim  knowledge,  nor  constant  suffering,  ever 
interrupted  his  sunny,  cheerful  disposition.  He  likewise  pos- 
sessed a  warm,  tender,  and  sympathetic  heart.  His  ear  was 
always  open  to  the  tale  of  distress,  and  many  were  the  de- 
mands upon  him  for  friendly  aid  and  advice.  His  manners, 
too,  were  singularly  open  and  genial,  and  few  surpassed  him 
in  affability.  He  was  a  very  sunbeam  in  the  sick  chamber  of 
his  friends.  There  are  many  in  this  community  in  whose 
memory  will  long  abide  the  grateful  recollection  of  a  kindly 
word  spoken,  or  a  thoughtful  act  of  kindness  unobtrusively 
performed  when  it  was  like  balm  to  a  wounded  spirit,  that  will 
cause  them  fondly  to  cherish  the  sul)ject  of  this  sketch  in  the 
tenderest  tabernacle  of  their  hearts. 

Colonel  Hammond  died  very  suddenly  in  Providence,  March 
17,  1887.  In  1854  he  married  Miss  Jane  Swift,  daughter  of 
the  late  Gideon  Nye,  of  New  Bedford,  who,  with  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son,  survives  him. 

He  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1879. 

William  Sullivan  Johnson  was  born  in  Centreville,  War- 
wick, R.  I.,  Sept.  25,  1826,  and  died  at  his  residence  in  Prov- 
idence, R.  I.,  after  a  confinement   to    his   house    and    bed  of 
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cigliteeii  days,  Doc.  6,  1887.  In  liis  scventli  year,  he  removed 
to  Providence  with  his  parents  and  was  educated  in  the  public- 
schools  of  Providence  for  the  most  pai't,  with  the  added  ad- 
vantage of  several  terms  at  the  academy  in  South  Kingstown. 
In  1846  he  entered  the  drug  store  of  his  fatlier,  Oliver  Johnson, 
as  porter  and  salesman.  Sept.  26,  1848,  he  was  man-ied  to 
Elizabeth  C.  Warner,  of  Providence  and  l)ecame  the  father  of 
a  son  and  daughter,  who  together  with  their  mother,  survive 
him.  Jan.  1,  1852,  he  was  admitted  to  partnership  with  his 
father  under  the  firm  name  of  Oliver  Johnson  &  Son.  A  few 
years  later  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Oliver  Johnson  & 
Co.,  on  account  of  the  introduction  of  another  partner. 

Active  and  attentive  to  business,  he  took  time  for  other  and 
])erhai)s  higher  demands  of  life.  From  May,  1848,  until  his 
decease,  (except  between  October,  1868,  and  October,  1871,) 
he  served  the  Church  of  the  jMediator  Sunday  School  (Univer- 
salist)  as  either  su[)erintendent  or  assistant  superintendent. 
He  was  a  member  of  that  church  from  September,  1849,  and 
held,  in  all  the  various  organizations  of  the  parish,  at  various 
times,  such  positions  as  secretary,  treasurer,  and  committee- 
man. 

Upon  tlie  organization  of  the  Rhode  Island  Universalist 
Convention  in  1861,  he  was  made  a  member  of  its  executive 
board  and  continued  a  member  so  long  as  he  lived,  performing 
the  duties  of  secretary  from  January,  1870,  till  October,  1877, 
since  which  date  he  had  been  vice-president.  He  had  filled, 
too,  several  other  positions  of  trust  and  labor  in  the  religious 
field  of  his  choice,  being  sought  and  called  to  the  front  because 
liis  devotion,  energy,  and  skill  could  be  depended  on.  He 
served  the  city  in  various  honorable  and  arduous  lines:  a 
member  of  the  Fire  Department  Engineers  for  several  years; 
of  the  School  Committee  from  April,  1867,  to  April,  1880  ; 
and  of  the  Common  Council  for  two  years,  1875  and  1876. 
He  was  a  Mason,  holding  membership  in  Lodge,  Chapter,  and 
Comniandery.     An  Odd  Fellow,  also,  he  gave  to  this  order  a 
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large  amount  of  time  and  thought  for  many  years,  achieving 
a  national  position  and  influence.  The  last  evening  of  liis 
out-of-door  life,  (November  18,)  was  divided  between  work  for 
his  Sunday  School  and  for  his  beloved  order,  from  which  he 
proceeded  at  a  late  hour  to  that  couch  which  proved  to  be 
the  bed  of  death.  This  hasty  sketch  of  the  life  and  work  of 
jMr.  Johnson  speaks  the  character  of  the  man  —  conscientious, 
brave,  positive,  persistent;  but  withal  of  a  loving  spirit  which 
shone  in  his  home  and  in  all  his  manifold  relations  to  men, 
by  a  generous  out-pouring  of  service  and  money.  Though 
not  above  ordinary  stature  and  weight  physically,  the  poise 
of  his  frame,  his  quick,  nervous  step,  and  kindling  eye,  caused 
one  to  feel  as  in  the  presence  of  a  man  who  had  a  deep  sense 
of  being  in  the  world  for  the  good  he  might  be  able  to 
render. 

Though  a  member  of  this  Historical  Society  since  1874,  he 
gave  little  time  to  its  meetings,  for  he  had  no  time  to  spare  ; 
liut  his  interest  was  shown  in  the  objects  of  the  Society  by 
prompt  response  to  any  pecuniary  demands  made  by  it,  and 
by  expressing  satisfaction  that  some  of  his  fellow-citizens  were 
able  to  look  after  the  interests  of  so  worthy  an  institution. 

EsTUS  Lamb,  eldest  son  of  Joseph  and  Sallie  (Barton) 
Lamb,  was  born  in  Charlton,  Mass.,  Sept,  3,  1809,  and  died  of 
apoplexy  at  his  residence  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  March  9,  1887. 
He  was  of  Scotch  descent,  but  his  ancestors  for  three  or  four 
generations  had  lived  in  Charlton  and  vicinity,  and  had  ac- 
quired the  typical  New  England  character.  His  grandfather, 
Reuben  Lamb,  (born  1742,  died  1819,)  was  a  man  of  influence 
in  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  and  served  in  civil 
capacities,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution.  He  was  a 
miller,  and  also  a  carpenter  and  wheelwright,  and  in  order  to 
obtain  the  advantages  of  water-power,  he  moved  to  North 
Oxford,  where  he  built  a  dam,  erected  a  mill,  and  established 
liimself  in  business.  His  fifth  son,  Joseph  Lamb  (born  1785, 
died  1867,)  lived  at  home  until  his  marriage  to  Sallie  Barton, 
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of  Millburv.  He  then  became  a  resident  of  Charlton,  and 
there  Estus  was  born.  He  remained  there  but  two  years, 
returning  to  North  Oxford  in  1810,  to  reside  upon  the  home- 
stead, and  to  assume  the  active  management  of  his  father's 
business.  In  1816  liis  wife  died  ;  and  having  married  again, 
lie  sold  the  mill  estate  to  a  neighbor  and  opened  a  hotel.  But 
the  mechanical  enterprise  of  his  father,  which  lie  thus  relin- 
quished, was  destined  to  be  reproduced  by  his  son  in  other 
scenes  and  on  a  far  larger  scale. 

Estus  Laml),  then,  Avas  a  natural  mechanic.  Inheriting  his 
grandfather's  mechanical  skill  along  with  his  sound  j^cotch 
judgment,  industry,  |)erseverancc,  and  decision,  the  I)oy  needed 
little  extrinsic  advantages,  beyond  the  ordinary  schooling  of 
his  tin*e,  to  become  what  he  has  since  been  called,  a  represen- 
tative manufacturer  of  New  England. 

Losing  his  mother  when  only  seven  years  old,  he  yet  passed 
the  formative  period  of  his  character  under  her  care,  and  we 
may  believe  it  was  lier  training  that  developed  the  happy 
blending  of  mind  and  heart  which  enabled  him,  through  a  long 
and  useful  life,  to  win  success  without  reproach.  And  we  also 
may  assume  that  his  stepmother  was  faithful  in  her  duty  to 
him.  He  lived  at  home,  attending  the  common  schools  of  his 
day,  until  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  when  he  went  to  live 
with  his  cousin  for  the  purpose  of  learning  tlic  trade  of  mill- 
wright in  the  mill  which  his  grandfather  had  built.  He  did 
not,  however,  at  this  time  accomplish  his  purpose  ;  but  he 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  wheelwright,  and  acquired 
skill  in  the  use  of  tools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  left  his 
cousin,  and  was  apprenticed  to  Sibley  Sc  Davis,  millwrights  at 
Oxford  Plains,  to  work  two  yeai's  for  two  hundred  dollars. 
His  father  claimed  this  sum,  but  relinquished  his  right  to  the 
lemaining  year  of  his  son's  minority  ;  and  at  the  end  of  the 
term  Estus,  by  extra  work,  had  earned  enough  to  buy  a  good 
set  of  tools.  He  now,  as  a  journeyman,  continued  his  work, 
and  at  the  age.  of  twenty-one,  u|)on  the  retirement  of  Mr, 
Davis,  became  a  partner  with  Mr.  Sibley.     Two  years  latei", 
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Mr.  Sibley  retired,  and  from  that  time  until  early  in  1839  Mr. 
Lamb  alone  carried  on  tlie  business.  During  all  this  period, 
the  millwrights  were  the  only  mechanical  engineers,  and  he 
was  employed  in  constructing  and  equipping  some  of  the  largest 
manufacturing  establishments  then  built. 

In  the  year  1839  Mr.  Lamb  discontinued  his  business  of  a 
millwright,  and  taking  Darius  D.  Farnum's  place,  upon  his 
decease,  in  the  mechanical  and  manufacturing  departments 
of  the  business  of  W.  &  D.  D.  Farnum,  at  Waterford,  Mass., 
he  became  identified  with  the  woolen  manufacture  there  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Lamb  was  also  engaged  from  1847  to  1870,  in  company 
with  Henry  S.  Mansfield,  in  the  manufacture  of  scythes  at 
Forestdale,  R.  I.  They  also  made  sabres  for  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment in  the  years  of  the  Rebellion.  Li  1860  a  mill  was 
built  on  land  adjoining  the  scythe  works,  by  Mr.  Lamb  and 
others,  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods,  under  the  name 
of  the  Forestdale  Manufacturing  Company.  In  1870  Mr. 
Lamb  disposed  of  his  entire  interest  at  Forestdale. 

Li  1873  Mr.  Lamb  and  others  organized  the  Monohansett 
Manufacturing  Company  at  Putnam,  Conn.,  and  he  continued 
his  connection  there  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Lam!)  was  one  of  the  original  subscribers  to  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Providence  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company, 
and  at  his  decease  was  the  president  and  a  director  of  the 
corporation,  having  held  the  former  office  from  June  11, 
1884,  and  the  latter  from  Feb.  3,  1868. 

He  became  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Soci- 
ety in  1885. 

Mr.  Lamb  married  Mrs.  Dency  Farnum,  widow  of  Darius 
D.  Farnum,  in  1842.  Their  only  living  child  is  Mr.  Augustus 
F.  Lamb,  wlio  has  the  financial  management  of  the  Monohan- 
sett Company. 

Estus  Lamb  became  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
about  the  year  1860.  Of  liis  theological  views  little  is  known 
beyond  the  fact  that  he  was  in  sympathy  with  the  best  thought 
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of  liis  chosen  faitli ;  but  of  Ins  practi(3al  exemplification  of 
those  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which  i-ise  above  mere  theol- 
ogy and  best  illustrate  his  manhood,  the  evidence  is  ample. 
Said  one  who  knew  him  intimately  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
"  I  never  saw  Mr.  Lamb  in  a  temper"  ;  and  said  another,  "  he 
never  refused  assistance  to  any  one  in  need." 

The  Kev.  James  Pierce  Root.  The  Rhode  Island  Histori- 
cal Society  owes  to  itself  and  the  community,  that  it  should 
preserve  some  record  of  its  former  meml)ei"s,  and  of  the  events 
of  ilieir  lives.  Especially  is  this  true  of  those  who  have  been 
active  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Society,  and  whose 
influence  has  l)een  extended  and  beneficial.  Such  an  one  was 
the  Rev.  J.  P.  Root,  wliose  sudden  death  comes  with  a  shock 
of  surj)rise  even  to  those  who  knew  liim  most  intimately. 
Though  he  has  never  had  very  robust  healtli,  lie  has  been  able 
to  fulfil  the  duties  of  life  with  less  than  ordinary  interruptions. 
For  a  few  weeks  only  liad  he  suffered  from  debility  and  loss 
of  appetite  ;  but  he  had  no  apparent  disease,  and  neither  he  nor 
his  nearest  friends  were  apprehensive  of  danger.  He  had 
been  confined  to  the  house  for  a  few  days,  when,  without 
warning  and  almost  without  pain,  he  sank  quietly  away. 

James  Pierce  Root  was  born  March  19,  1829,  on  Staten 
Island.  His  early  life  and  labors  in  the  ministry  were  passed 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  1861, he  came  to  Rhode  Island 
and  was  settled  in  Elmwood  where  he  remained  about  five 
years.  During  that  time  he  performed  important  service  in 
the  army,  in  connection  with  the  Christian  Commission,  and 
was  HI  the  city  of  Washington  at  the  time  of  the  assassi- 
nation of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Mr.  Root's  account  of  scenes 
witnessed  at  this  time  made  a  deep  impression  upon  his  people, 
and  his  example  and  influence  were  powerful  in  awakening 
their  patriotism. 

In  186(3,  Mr.  Root  returned  to  New  York  and  preached  in 
the  western  part  of  the  state  for  about  ten  years.  Since  then, 
after  a  short  period  of  service  in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  he  has 
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labored  in  Rhode  Island,  —  two  years  at  Pettaconsett,  and 
more  lately  in  connection  with  the  Bible  Society  as  its  agent 
throughout  the  state.  In  this  office  he  has  visited  most  of  tiie 
towns  and  villages  of  our  commonwealth,  and  carried  kindly 
greetings  and  Christian  counsel  into  thousands  of  homes.  Of 
a  very  modest  and  retiring  disposition,  he  has  labored  on  from 
year  to  year,  winter  and  summer,  with  daily  faithfulness, 
making  a  more  thorough  canvass  of  the  state  in  this  work 
than  has  ever  been  made  before.  It  is  hardly  suited  to  the 
records  of  this  Society  to  speak  at  length  of  the  private  and 
public  services  of  this  excellent  and  useful  man.  Still  less 
can  we  enter  into  the  sacred  enclosure  of  his  domestic 
affections. 

Although  long  interested  in  historical  studies,  Mr.  Root  did 
not  become  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  until  1885. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  a  frequent  attendant  at  its  meet- 
ings, and  has  presented  several  valuable  papers  upon  local 
subjects.  While  his  great  modesty  prevented  his  putting 
himself  forward  on  any  occasion,  yet  when  called  upon  for 
any  duty,  he  manifested  an  accurate  and  thorough  acquain- 
tance with  the  facts  he  had  examined.  He  had  great  skill  and 
accuracy  in  tracing  genealogical  records,  and  many  of  our 
citizens  have  i-eceived  from  him  invaluable  aid  in  following 
out  the  lines  of  their  ancestry  for  many  generations.  It  is 
probable  that  if  his  life  had  been  spared,  and  leisure  afforded 
him  to  pursue  these  investigations,  he  might  have  gained  dis- 
tinction, and  fulfilled  very  useful  service  in  this  department. 
It  is  understood  that  he  has  left  a  large  amount  of  material, 
which,  could  it  be  taken  up  by  hands  equally  skilled,  might  be 
of  permanent  value.  With  the  sympathy  which  all  must  feel 
for  his  bereaved  family,  this  Society  cannot  fail  to  recognize  a 
great  and  serious  loss  in  the  removal  from  among  us,  of  one 
so  much  esteemed. 

John  Pitman  Walker,  son  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Gush- 
ing) Walker,  was  born  in  Seekonk,  Mass.,  Jan.  8,  1829.     At 
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ail  early  a^e  lie  came  to  Providence,  and  until  about  the  age 
of  thirty,  worked  at  his  trade,  that  of  a  marble  worker  and 
stonecutter.  By  patient  industry  and  the  practice  of  a  judi- 
cious economy  he  eventually  accumulated  what  he  regarded 
as  a  competency.  During  the  late  war  he  responded  to  the 
calls  of  patriotism,  and  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  First 
Rhode  Island  Regiment.  On  his  return  he  became  associated 
in  business  as  a  real  estate  broker,  with  S.  A.  Nightingale- 
Afterwards  he  carried  on  the  business  alone,  occupying  an 
ollice  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  connection  with  Alderman 
Geo.  H.  Buniham,  on  Weybosset  Street. 

Mr.  AValker  was  a  prominent  and  active  Free  Mason,  of  the 
thirty-second  degree,  Past  Master  and  Secretary  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  member  of  the  Providence  Chapter,  Grand  Treasurer 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  member  of  St.  John's  Command- 
cry.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Beneficent  Congregational 
Society,  and  a  constant  attendant  at  church.  He  was  con- 
nected with  various  other  societies  and  organizations,  includ- 
ing the  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics  and  Manufact- 
urers, the  Veteran  Firemen's  Association,  the  First  Light 
Infantry  Association,  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
Jlc  was  also  Warden  of  the  Second  AVard.  He  was  fond  of 
work,  and  was  never  known,  says  his  friend  and  biographer, 
Hon.  Judge  Carpenter,  to  slight  any  of  the  duties  devolving 
u[)on  him  by  reason  of  his  connection  with  so  many  and  so 
varied  organizations.  The  writer  recalls  with  jileasure  the 
interest  which  he  took  in  founding  the  Home  for  Aged  Men, 
of  which  his  wife  was  the  first  secretary,  and  his  valuable  ser- 
vices in  securing  from  the  legislature  an  act  of  incorporation. 

Mr.  Walker  became  a  life  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society  in  1880,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  objects 
which  it  is  intended  to  promote.  He  was  a  regular  attendant 
at  its  public  meetings,  and  cheerfully  and  promptly  served  on 
various  committees.  He  raised  a  publication  fund  of  -ITOO, 
contributing  towards  it  -ii'lOO  from  his  own  resources.  One  of 
bis  last  acts  was  to  prepare  for  the  archives  of  the  Society  an 
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album  of  badges  used  by  the  various  commaiideries  of  tlie 
United  States  tliat  assembled  at  San  Francisco  in  1883,  and 
at  Newport  in  1885  ;  also  badges  used  l)y  the  Plumed  Knights 
in  the  Blaine  and  Logan  campaign  in  1884, and  by  the  veteran 
and  other  associations  pai'ticipating  in  tlie  celebration  of  the 
two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of 
Providence,  June  24,  1886. 

He  died  suddenly  of  heart  disease,  Wednesday  evening,  Feb. 
9,  1887,  at  the  depot  in  Providence,  while  on  his  way  to  Paw- 
tucket  to  make,  in  company  with  his  associates,  an  official 
visit  to  the  Gi-and  Chapter  of  that  city.  His  funeral  was 
largely  attended  by  representatives  of  the  various  bodies  to 
which  he  belonged.  His  remains  were  conveyed  to  the  Swan 
Point  Cemetery.  He  leaves  a  widow,  without  children,  the 
daughter  of  the  late  George  R.  Cooper,  of  Stockbridge,  Mass. 

Arthur  Amory  Gammell  was  born  in  Providence,  March  13, 
1862,  and  was  the  third  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Amory 
(^Ives)  Gammell.  He  was  prepared  for  college  principally 
under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  Wheeler,  of  Provi- 
dence. He  entered  Brown  University  in  1880  and  graduated 
in  1884  with  an  honorable  rank  as  a  scholar.  In  the  autumn 
of  1884  he  became  a  member  of  the  Law  School  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  and  had  passed  the  middle  of  his  third  year  of  professional 
study.  He  was  in  the  full  vigor  of  manly  health  when  he  was 
suddenly  attacked  with  pneumonia.  He  returned  immediately 
to  his  home  iu  Providence  and  died  after  an  illness  of  eight 
days,  on  March  23,  1887,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  and 
ten  days.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  at  the 
annual  meeting  on  January  11,  1887. 

Thomas  Vernon  was  born  in  Newport,  December  4,  1832, 
and  died  in  Providence,  August  10, 1887,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four 
years  and  eight  months.  He  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Brown  and 
Sophia  (Peace)  Vernon.  The  earliest  representative  of  the 
family,  Daniel  Vernon,  came  to  Rhode  Island  in  1683,  and  re- 
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sided  first  in  Nan-agansctt  and  afterwards  settled  in  Newport, 
wliei'e  for  several  genei'ations  his  descendants  have  been  con- 
sjjicuous  citizens.  The  honse  which  for  more  than  a  century 
was  their  liome  is  still  standinc^  and,  havinjr  passed  into  other 
liands,  was  for  many  years  used  as  an  office  of  the  coast  sur- 
vey of  the  United  States. 

During  his  early  years  Mr.  Vernon  attended  the  schools  of 
liis  native  town,  but  for  his  special  preparation  for  college  he 
came  to  Providence  and  attended  the  University  Grammar 
School,  then  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Merrick  Lyon  and  Pro- 
fessor Henry  S.  Frieze,  now  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  He 
entered  Brown  University  in  1850  and  graduated  in  1854.  His 
life  in  college  was  marked  by  earnest  study, his  favorite  subjects 
being  those  pertaining  to  p]nglish  literature  and  history.  After 
leaving  college  he  attended  for  two  yeai's  the  lectures  of  the 
Law  School  at  Cambridge,  and  afterwards  pursued  the  study 
of  law  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  William  P.  Sheffield,  of  New- 
port, where  he  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island  bar  in  1857. 
He  soon  removed  to  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  sharing  the  offices  of  his  college 
friend,  Mr.  Osborne  E.  Bright,  each,  however,  liaving  a  sep- 
arate business.  He  sometimes  managed  causes  in  court,  but 
his  business  was  mainly  the  preparation  of  them  for  trial,  and 
in  this  he  early  became  an  adept.  He  afterwards  occupied 
offices  with  Mr.  Joseph  Gutman,  and  still  later  with  Mr.  How- 
ard Barnard,  and  while  there  he  was  invited  to  take  charge  of 
the  real  estate  department  of  the  business  of  Messrs.  Dcvelin, 
Miller  &  Trull. 

Li  November,  1875,  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Mr. 
George  Hill,  with  whom  he  had  for  some  time  been  associated 
in  the  above-named  office,  the  name  of  the  new  firm  being 
Yernon  &  Hill.  This  partnership  was  never  formally  dis- 
solved, though  it  was  suspended  by  Mr.  Vernon's  removal  to 
Providence  in  1883,  with  an  intention,  should  his  health  per- 
mit, of  opening  in  the  name  of  the  firm  an  office  in  this  city, 
an  intention  which  he  did  not  carry  into  effect.     During  this 
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period  of  twenty-five  years  in  which  he  practiced  his  profession 
in  New  York,  he  was  engaged  in  the  preparation  for  trial  of  a 
vast  variety  of  causes,  many  of  them  of  great  importance,  only 
a  small  portion  of  which  he  argued  in  court.  He  also  had 
much  to  do  in  the  preparation  of  wills,  of  contracts  and  of 
other  similar  instruments,  in  which  he  was  an  acknowledged 
adept.  His  surviving  partner,  Mr.  Hill,  sets  forth  as  follows 
the  leading  qualities  of  his  professional  character:  "  His  ster- 
ling uprightness,  his  refusal  to  yield  to  any  and  every  impor- 
tunity or  inducement  to  vary  a  hair's  breadth  from  what  was 
strictly  right  and  just  and  lawful,  endeared  him  to  those  clients 
and  those  friends  who  prize  and  cherish  such  qualities,  but 
rendered  liim  utterly  useless  and  valueless  to  those  who  were 
desirous  of  carrying  their  points,  regardless  of  how  it  was 
done.  Some  clients  and  some  business  of  great  value  which 
he  would  have  been  glad  to  retain  he  lost  and  lost  knowingly 
by  reason  of  these  traits.  He  was  a  good  lawyer  and  a  safe 
and  wise  counsellor." 

The  following  notice  of  him  is  furnished  by  the  Hon.  Wil- 
liam P.  Sheffield,  his  early  preceptor  in  his  professional 
studies  : 

"  Thomas  Vernon  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Ann  Hutchin- 
son, who  was  the  cause  of  the  settlement  of  the  Island  of 
Rhode  Island.  Daniel  Vernon,  the  school-master  and  tiic 
first  of  the  name  in  this  state,  married  the  widow  of  Samuel 
Dyer.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Edward  Hutchinson,  who  was 
killed  in  the  neighborhood  of  "  Turner's  Falls,"  in  King 
Philip's  War.  Though  styled  in  our  early  records,  Edward 
Hutchinson,  Jr.,  to  distinguish  him  from  his  uncle,  he  was  the 
son  of  William  and  Ann  Hutchinson.  Mr.  Vernon  studied 
law  in  my  office  and  while  there  was  not  only  a  student  but  a 
companion  and  friend.  After  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
removed  to  New  York,  I  saw  him  whenever  I  visited  that  city, 
and  also  whenever  he  came  to  Newport.  While  he  was  in  the 
army  in  1861,  I  was  in  Washington  and  saw  him  frequently. 
Not  only  as  a  student,  but  in  every    thing,  he  was  an  earnest 
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mati.  He  never  trifled  with  any  thing.  As  a  student,  he  was 
prompt/industrions,  patient,  pains-taking  and  persistent  until 
he  mastered  whatever  he  had  in  hand.  Others  might  compass 
a  lesson  with  greater  dispatch,  but  he  would  hold  it  with  a 
more  tenacious  grasp. 

"  Mr.  Vernon  possessed  a  strong  sense  of  abstract  justice, 
and  this  always  suggested  the  first  postulate  in  his  reasoning 
processes.  He  was  a  good  lawyer  ;  he  always  stated  his  points 
with  clearness  and  force,  but  a  slight  hesitancy  in  his  speech 
obstructed  the  flow  of  his  utterances  and  detracted,  in  some 
degree,  from  the  effect  of  his  oral  addresses.  He  was  born 
a  gentleman.  His  demeanor  was  gentle,  his  spirit  kindly  and 
affectionate.  Tlie  prol)ity  of  his  character  pervaded  his  whole 
nature,  and  was  indeed  a  part  of  it.  To  be  just  was  with  him 
constitutional.     He  was  as  guileless  a  man  as  I  ever  knew." 

He  cherished  an  intense  patriotism  and  looked  with  abhor- 
rence upon  the  melancholy  scenes  which  preceded  the  Civil 
War.  Though  legally  exempt  from  military  duty  by  the  con- 
dition of  his  health  and  by  his  nearness  of  sight,  he  early 
enrolled  his  name  as  a  private  in  the  Seventy-first  Regiment 
of  the  New  York  National  Guard.  At  the  first  call  for  troops 
made  by  the  government,  he  went  with  his  regiment  to  Wasii- 
ington  and  was  in  the  first  battle  of  the  war  at  Bull  Run. 
Returning  at  the  end  of  his  enlistment,  he  resumed  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  but  twice  again  during  the  war  he  joined 
the  ranks  of  the  Union  Arm3\  In  both  instances,  however, 
he  was  compelled  by  ill  health  to  seek  a  discharge.  In  the 
last,  his  period  of  service  was  brought  to  an  end  by  a  nervous 
prostration  which  came  upon  him  on  a  march  in  rennsylvania. 
Overcome  with  exhaustion,  he  fell  in  the  ranks  and  was  left  at 
a  countiy  inn  from  which  he  could  not  be  moved  for  several 
weeks.     It  was  an  illness  from  which  he  never  fully  recovered. 

He  was  fond  of  historical  studies,  especially  of  those  relat- 
ing to  iiis  native  state.  He  belonged  to  a  historic  family, 
whose  settlement  here  dates  back  to  the  latter  part  of  the  sev- 
enteenth century.     His  ancestors  had  been  leading  citizens 
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and  liad  sliared  largely  in  tlic  condnct  of  colonial  affairs. 
His  childhood  had  been  enlivened  witli  stories  of  Revolu- 
tionary chai-acters  and  events  told  him  by  a  venerable  grand- 
mother. He  was  born  and  reared  in  a  house  made  historic 
by  its  associations.  Wlicn  the  Fi'encli  fleet  with  its  contin- 
gent of  troops  arrived  in  Narragansett  Bay,  his  great-grand- 
father, William  Vernon,  placed  it  at  the  disposal  of  Count 
Rochambeau,  who  occupied  it  as  his  headquarters  for  more 
tlian  two  years.  It  was  thus  the  centre  of  all  tliat  was  excit- 
ing at  the  time.  Here  General  Washington  was  received 
when  he  came  to  welcome  the  commander  of  the  troops  from 
France,  an  occasion  of  social  festivity,  of  illuminations  and 
of  military  and  naval  display  which  tradition  describes  as  the 
most  brilliant  ever  known  in  the  ancient  town.  Amidst  influ- 
ences such  as  tliese,  the  mind  of  Mr.  Vernon  could  not  fail  to 
feel  the  power  of  the  past  in  moulding  his  cliaractcr  and 
forming  his  tastes.  They  were  memories  in  vvhicli  he  greatly 
delighted  and  had  he  not  been  engrossed  with  professional 
duties  and  cares  and  resident  in  another  state,  they  would 
probably  have  led  him  to  make  some  literary  use  of  traditions 
and  events  which  had  made  so  deep  an  impression  on  his 
mind  in  childhood. 

Many  years  ago,  while  a  resident  of  New  York,  he  printed  for 
I)rivate  circulation  a  diary  kept  by  his  great-uncle,  Thomas 
Vernon,  during  an  e.Kile  of  four  months,  to  which  he  was  sen- 
tenced by  the  General  Assembly.  He  had  been  for  thirty 
years  colonial  postmaster  at  Newport  and  for  twenty  years 
clerk  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  he  refused  to  take  tlie 
test-oath  prescribed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  for  sus- 
pected loyalists.  He  was  accordingly  banished,  with  three 
other  inhabitants  of  Newport,  to  the  town  of  Gloucester.  At 
the  end  of  five  months  they  were  permitted  to  return  to 
their  homes  on  condition  that  they  paid  their  board  and  all 
other  expenses  while  in  exile.  This  diary  is  an  interesting 
and  suggestive  relic  and  was  subsequently  jjuljlished  with  notes 
and  a  genealogy  of  the  Vernon  family  in  one  of  the  volumes 
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known  as  R/iode  Island  Historical  Tracts,  hy  Sidney  S.  Rider. 
Since  lie  came  to  reside  in  Providence  lie  had  begun  to  prc- 
jiare  a  memoir  of  liis  great  grandfather,  William  Vernon, 
brother  of  the  preceding,  distinguished  as  a  merchant  and  a 
j)atriot,  who  rendered  eminent  services  to  the  cause  of  inde- 
pendence. 

In  1874,  Mr.  Vernon  married  j\Iary  Peace  White,  daughter 
of  Ambrose  White,  of  Philadelphia.  She  died  in  1880  leav- 
ing two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter  of  tender  years.  The 
sad  event  still  further  impaired  his  health  and  at  the  end  of 
two  years,  in  order  to  secure  care  for  his  children  he  moved 
to  Providence  and  for  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  had  his 
home  in  this  city  with  his  brother,  Mr.  Joseph  Peace  Vernon. 
He  had  intended  to  continue  the  practice  of  his  jirofession,  still 
using  the  name  of  his  New  York  firm,  but  his  health  did  not 
j)ermit  the  nndcrtaking.  lie,  however,  found  here  many 
agreeable  resources  and  occupations.  He  met  the  friends 
and  acquaintances  of  his  college  days.  He  mingled  in  society. 
He  frequented  the  libraries  and  engaged  in  the  studies  which 
delighted  him.  He  was  almost  immediately  elected  a  member 
of  this  Society  and  in  its  cabinet  building  or  in  the  neighbor- 
ing University  Library,  he  spent  many  hours  of  every  week. 
He  attended  its  meetings  and  took  part  in  its  work  and  in 
some  of  its  public  exercises,  and  was  one  of  those  of  whom  liis 
associates  cherished  anticipations  which  his  failing  health  and 
early  death  prevented  him  from  fulfilling.  A  refined  scholar, 
an  ingenuous  and  high-minded  man,  a  hunil)lc  and  exemplary 
Christian,  there  arc  many  who  will  long  cherish  the  memory 
of  his  gentle  and  well  spent  life. 


DONATIONS    FROM    IXSTITUTIOXS    AND    COUPORATIOXS.  8; 

INSTITUTIONS  AND   CORPORATIONS   FROM 
WHICH  GIFTS  HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED. 


American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester, 
Alass. 

American  Congregational  Association, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass. 

Board  of  AssociatedCharities,  Boston,Mass. 

)5oston  City  Messenger,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Record  Commissioners,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N    Y. 

Canadian  Institute,  Toronto,  Canada. 

California  Historical  Society,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

California  Pioneer  Society,  San  Francisco, 
Cal. 

California  University,  Berkeley,  Cal. 

Cayuga  Co. Historical  Society, Auburn, N.Y. 

Commissioner  of  liducation,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Connecticut  State  Library,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Copenhagan  Royal  Society  of  Northern 
Antiquities,  Copenhagan,  Denmark. 

Delaware  Historical  society,  Wilmington, 
Del. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

Ethnological  Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Forum,  The,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

General  Theological  Seminary,  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Iowa  State  Historical  Society, Iowa  City, la. 

Indiana  Historical  Society,  Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

Irrepressible  Society,  Providence,  R.  I 

{ohns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Kansas  Historical  Society,  Topeka,  Ks. 

Kansas  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  Topeka, 
Ks. 

Kansas  State  Historical  Society ,Topeka,Ks. 

London  Royal  Historical  Society,  London, 
Eng. 

Maine  Historical  Society.  Portland.  Me. 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners, Boston,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Massachusetts  State  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  State  Library,  Boston, Mass. 

Maryland  Historical  Society, Baltimore, Md. 

Maverick  National  Bank,  Boston,  Mass. 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Munn  &  Company,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Soci- 
ety, Boston,  Mass. 


New  Jersey  Historical  Society ,Newark,N .J. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York 
City. 

New  York  Mercantile  Association,  New 
York  City. 

New  York  Meteorological  Observatory, 
New  York  City. 

New  York  State  Library.  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Nebraska  Historical  Society,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

North  Brookfield,  Mass. 

Norwegian  Antiquarian  Society,  Christia- 
nia. 

Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society,  Halifax, 
N.  S. 

Old  Colony  Historical  Society,  Taunton, 
Mass. 

Old  Residents  Historical  Association, Low- 
ell, Mass. 

Omaha  Public  Library,  Omaha. 

Oneida  Historical  Society,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Philadel- 
phia. Pa. 

Philadelphia  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian 
Society,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Providence  Art  Club,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Providence  City  Government,  Providence, 
R.  I. 

Providence  Public  Library. Providence, R.I. 

Redwood  Library,  Newport,  R.  I. 

Rhode  Island  Iloodwinkina,  Providence, 
R.  I. 

Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island    Peace  Society,    Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Veteran  Citizen's  Associa- 
tion, Providence. 

Sampson,  Murdock  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Science  and  Art,  Cleveland,  O. 

Seventh  Day  Baptist  Missionary  Society, 
Ashaway. 

Smithsonian  Institute,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Travelers'  Insurance  Co..  Hartford,  Conn. 

Treasury  Department.  Washington,  D.  C. 

United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 
Washington,  D   C. 

United  States  Commission  of  Fish  and 
Fisheries,  Washington,  D.  C. 

United  States  Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington.  D   C. 

United  Slates  Department  of  Justice, Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

United  States  Department  of  State,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

Ignited  States  Geological  Survey,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

Vermont  State  Library,  Montpelier,  Vt. 

Virginia  Historical  Society,  Richmond, Va. 

AVarner  Observatory,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madi- 
son, Wis. 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  W^orcester, 
Mass. 

Yale  Uni.-ersity,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
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PERSONS  FROM  WHOM  GIFTS  HAVE  BEEN 
RECEIVED. 


Addeman,  Joshua  M.,  Providence. 

Aldrich,  Nelson  \V.,  Providence. 

Allen,  Charles  15.,  Providence. 

Allen,  John  B.,  Cnicnufo,  III. 

Ames,  John  D.,  Washinsfton,  D.  C. 

Andrews,  Elisha  Heiijamin,  Providence. 

Andrews,  Mrs.  Klla  H.,  Providence. 

Andrews,  Rev.  Israel  W.,  Marietta,  <). 

Anderson,  John  J.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Anthony,  John  B.,  Providence. 

Arnold,  Joshua,  Kasl  Greenwich, 

Atwell,  Benjamin  W.,  Providence. 

Austin,  Samuel,  Providence. 

Bailey,  W.  W.,  Providence. 

Bartow,  Rev.  Kvelyn,  Providence. 

Bartlett,  Robbinsand  Anna.  Norfolk,  Conn. 

Bartlett,  John  R.,  heirs  of.  Providence. 

Bates,  T.  C,  N.  Brookfield,  Mass. 

Benedict,  G.  G.,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Benton,  Rev.  S.  O.,  Xew  Bedford,  Mass. 

Bowen,  Clarence,  j^t  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

Briggs,  Samuel,  Cleveland,  O. 

Britton,  Alexander  T.,  \Vashins;ton,  D.  C. 

Browne.  William  IC,  Providence. 

Burns,  Rev.  Charles  J.,  Providence. 

Burroufjh.Mrs.  Martlia  Howell,  Providence. 

Cassell  &  Co.,  New  York. 
Chace,  Lewis  J.,  Providence. 
Chalmers,  Patrick,  London,  Eng. 
Clark,  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  M.,  Providence. 
Clark,  Frederic  C,  M.  u.,  Providence. 
Clarke,  John  G.,West  Kingston. 
Collins,  J.  C,  Providence. 
Congdon,  Charles,  Brooklyn,  X.  Y. 
Cowan,  Frank,  Greensburg,  P:i. 
Crandall,  William  T.,  Providence. 
Cropper,  John  S. 
Cross,  Samuel  H.,  Westerly. 
Culin,  Stewart,  Philadelphia. 
Darling,  Gen.  Charles  W.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 
Denison,  Charles  W..  Wiscasset,  Me. 
DePeyster,  Gen.  J.  Walts,  New  York  City. 
Dexter,  F.  B.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Dickin>on,  Thomas  A.,  Worcester,  Mass. 


Dodge,  James  H.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Doughass,  R.  W. 

Doyle,  Miss  Sarah  E.  and  Charlotte,  Provi. 

dence. 
Draper,  Dr.  Daniel,  New  York. 
Drowne,  Henry  T.,  New  York  City. 
Drowne,  Rev.  Thomas  S.,  Flatbush,  .V.  Y. 
Dufosse,  E.,  Paris,  France. 
Dyer,  Elisha,  Providence. 
Dyer,  Elisha,  Jr.,    Providence. 
Ely,  William  D.,  Providence. 
Everett,  Richmond  P.,  Providence. 
Farnham.  Joseph  E.  C.,  Providence. 
Fisher,  Dr.  Charles  H,,  Providence. 
Fdlsom,  Albert  A..  Boston. 
I^reeman,  E.  L.  &  Son,  Providence. 
i'rost,  Walter  B  ,  Providence. 
Gamniell,  William,  Providence. 
Ciardner.  Dr.  Clarence  H.,  Providence. 
Goodell,  A.  C,  Jr.,  Boston. 
Gorton,  Charles,  Providence. 
Green,  Arnold,  Providence, 
(jreen,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  Boston, 
(jreen,  Samuel  Terrett,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Grillin,  Martin  I.  J.,  Pa. 
Guild,  Reuben  A.,  Providence. 
Haine,  John  R.,  Dover,  N.  II. 
Hale,  Rev.  Edward  E.,  Boston. 
Hall,  Mrs.  Emily  A.,  Providence. 
Hammond,  Thomas  F.,  Providence. 
Hapgood,  I-,.  H.,  Athol,  Mass. 
Harris,  Frank  J.,  Newport. 
Hersev,  Dr.  George  D.,  Providence, 
Hills,   Rev.    George   IMorgan,   Burlinglon, 

N.J. 
Hoppin,  William  W.,  Providence. 
Howard,  Rev.  R.  B.,  Boston. 
Howe,  A.  M.,  25  Congress  St.,  Boston. 
Hoyt,  Albert  H.,  Boston. 
Hubbard.  Luther  P.,  New  Vork  City. 
Huling,  Ray  Greene.  New  Bedford,  Mass, 
Jenks.  Charles  W.,  Providence. 
Jones,  C   C  Jr.,  Augusta,  Ga. 
Kellogg,  John  S.,  Providence. 
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Kendall,  P.  R.,  Rutland,  Vt. 

Lake,  Laban  W.,  Providence. 

Lincoln,  John  L.,  Providence. 

J^yon,  Merrick,  Providence. 

Manchester,  Rev.  Alfred,  Providence. 

Mann,  Henry,  Centredale. 

Manton,  George  A.,  Providence. 

Martin,  Mrs.  Philip  W.,  Providence. 

Meigs,  William  M.,  Philadelphia. 

Miner,  Francis  W.,  Providence. 

Montgomery,  J.   M.,    109    Wall    St.,    New 
York  City. 

Morgan,  Rev.  Thomas  J.,  Providence, 

Morton,  Marcus  W.,  Providence. 
Alowry,  William  A.,  Boston. 
Norris,  William  F.,  m.  i>.,  1530  Locust  St., 
Philadelphia. 

Noyes,  Isaac  P.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Pabodie,  B.  F.,    Providence. 

Packard,  Prof.  A.  S.,  Providence. 

Parsons,  Charles  W.,  M.  D.,  Providence. 

Pearce,  Giles,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Peck,  Dr.  George  B.,  Providence. 

Peckham,  Mrs.  Mary  L.,  Providence. 

Peckham,  Samuel  W.,  Providence. 

Peel,  Rev.  Stephen  D.,  Clinton,  Wis. 

Perry,  Amos,  Providence. 

Perry,  Mrs.  B.  P.,  Greeneville,  S.  C. 

Perry,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.,  Providence. 

Perry,  John  G.,  South  Kingstown. 

Perry,  Rt.  Rev.  William  S.,  Davenport,  [a. 

Phillips,  Henry,  Jr.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pidgin,  Charles  F.,  Boston. 

Pilling,  James  C,  Washington. 

Porter,  Rev.  Emory  H.,  Pawtucket. 

Potter,  William  H.,  Kingston. 

Reid,  Messrs.  J.  A.  &  R.  A.,  Providence. 


Rhodes,  Edward  L.,  Providence. 

Rickard,  Mrs.  S.,  Providence. 

Robbins,  Gilbert  F.,  Providence. 

Root,  Rev.  J.  P.,  Providence. 

Russell,  H.  G.,  East  Greenwich. 

Sanford,  Rev.  Enoch,  Raynham,  Mass. 

Schiinwalder,  Dr.  Gorlitz,  Prussia. 

Seagraves,  Daniel,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Sliepard,  Mrs.  Thomas  P.,  Providence. 

Sherman,  Mrs.  John  P.,  South  Kingstown. 

Sibley,  Alden  W.,  Pawtucket. 

Smith,  Charles  H.,  Providence. 

Smith,  Charles  W.,  Providence. 

Smith,  Sanford  B.,  Providence. 

Southwick,  James  M.,  Providence. 

Staples,  Rev.  C.  A.,  Lexington,  Mass. 

Stead,  Mrs.  Francis  D.,  New  York  City. 

Steere,  Henry  J.,  Providence. 

Storer,  Dr.  Horatio  R.,  Newport. 
Tilley,  R.  H.,  Newport. 
Tillinghast,  James,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Thacher,  Peter,  Boston. 
Updike,  D.  Berkeley,  Boston. 
AValker,  Mrs.  John  P.,  Providence. 
Wall,  Caleb  A.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
W'ebb,  Rev.  S.  H.,  Providence. 
Weeden,  Dr.  J.  E.,  Westerly. 
^\'eeden,  William  15.,  Providence. 
White,  DeWitt,  Providence. 
Wightman,  George  W.,  Providence. 
Willett,  Rev.  J.  W.,  Newport. 
Williams,  Alonzo,  and  others.  Providence. 
Winslow,  John,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Winsor,  Justin,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Winthrop,  Robert  C,  30  Walnut  St.,  Bos- 

ton. 
Wright,  Carroll  D.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 


BEING    ORIGINAL    MEMBKRS    NAMED     IN    CHARTER,     AND    OTHERS     IN    THK 

ORDER    OF    THEIR    ELECTION    UNTIL    1S75.       THE    RESIDENCES    ARE 

GIVEN    AS    THEY    WERE    AT    THE    TIME    OF    ELECTION. 


DATE  OF    ELECTION 

Orifjinal. 


18 


*|eremiah  Lippitt,  Providence. 

*Williaiii  Aplin,  " 

*Charles  Norris  Tibbitts,  " 

♦Walter  Raleigh  Danforth, 
*William  Read  Staples,  " 

*Richard  Ward  Greene.  Warwick. 

*John  Brown  Francis,  " 

*\Villiam  Giles  Goddard,  Providence. 

♦Charles  FosterTillinghast, 
*Richard  James  Arnold,  " 

*Charles  Jackson, 

*  William  Ebenezer  Richmond, 
*}ames  Fenner, 

*Samuel  Kddj, 

*  Allen  Brown, 
*Moses  Brown. 
*Henrj  Bowen, 
*John  Ilowland. 
*Zachariah  Allen, 
*Samuel  Young  Atwcll, 
*William  Hunter,  Newport 
*Henry  Bull, 

*Christopher  Ellerj  Robbins, 
*Dutee  Jerauld  Pearce, 
♦Stephen  Gould, 
♦Theodore  Foster,  Foster. 

♦Williams  Thayer,  Jr. ,  North  Prov 


84'. 
852 

847 
86! 
86X 

875 
86, 
846 
864 

87.5 
876 

87.^ 
84'. 

839 
86<. 

8,1^ 
S67 

8,S4 
88 -' 
84  4 
849 
841 

855 
849 
839 
82S 

853 


*  Deceased. 
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DATE  OF  ELECTION. 


182; 


K.  Greenwich. 
Providence. 


1823. 


1824. 


1825. 


1826. 

1827. 
1829. 


♦Albert  Collins  Greene, 

*Philip  Crapo, 

♦Nathaniel  Searle, 

*Job  Durfee,  Tiverton. 

*Thomas  F'rancis  Carpenter,  Providence. 

♦Joseph  Howard, 

♦Albert  Gorton  Greene, 

♦Barzillai  Cranston, 

♦Samuel  Willard  Bridgham, 

♦Christopher  Grant  ChanipHn,  Newport. 

♦James  Stevens, 

♦William  Harwood  Vernon, 

♦Henry  Yoyng  Cranston, 

♦Christopher  Fowler, 

♦Henrv  Ruggles, 

♦William  Henry  Taylor, 

♦William  Wilkinson, 

♦Joseph  Kinnicutt  Angell, 

♦Nicholas  Gardner  Boss, 

♦Tristam  Burges, 

♦Welcome  Arnold  Burges, 

♦John  Pitman, 

♦Stephen  Branch, 

♦Nathaniel  Bullock, 

♦Nicholas  Brown, 

♦Thomas  Poynton  Ives. 

♦Moses  Brown  Ives, 

♦Thomas  Hopkins  Webb, 

♦Joseph  Tillinghast  Holroyd, 

♦Stephen  Hopkins  Smith, 

♦John  Gould  Anthony, 

♦Samuel  Greene, 

♦John  Cahoone, 

♦David  Benedict, 

♦Philip  Allen, 

♦Usher  Parsons, 

♦Robert  Hale  Ives, 

♦John  Carter  Brown, 

♦Joseph  Leonard  Tillinghast,  " 

♦John  Miller, 

♦George  Tat"t,  North  Prov. 

♦George  Arnold  Bray  ton,  Warwick. 

♦Aaron  White,  Jr.,  Cumberland. 


Bristol. 
Providence. 

Newport. 
Providence. 


Bristol. 
Providence. 


North  Prov. 
Newport. 
North  Prov. 
Providence. 


♦1863 
♦1838 
*i832 
♦1847 
♦1854 
♦1868 
♦1868 
♦1867 
♦1840 
♦1840 
♦1863 
♦1830 
•*=i864 
♦1830 

♦1884 
♦1852 
♦1857 
♦1837 
*i853 
♦1828 
♦1864 
♦1851 
♦1S67 
♦1841 

*i83S 

♦1857 

♦i86r> 

♦1857 
♦1858 

♦1877 
♦1868 

♦1837 
♦1874 
♦1S65 
♦1868 
♦1875 
♦1874 
♦IS44 

♦IS4S 

♦i86y 
♦1880 
♦1886 


•  Deceased. 
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liJIODJ!:    ISLAND    lUSTOKlCAL    SOCIETY. 


DATE  OF  ELFXTION. 

1829.  *I>enjaniin  Haker  Howland,  Newport. 
"  *Buiringtoii  Antliony,  Providence. 

1830.  *Jesse  Howard,  Cranston. 
"  *George  Baker,  Providence. 

1S31.         *Francis  Wavland,  '■ 

*Romeo  Elton, 

*  Samuel  Bojd  Tobej, 
"            *Cvrus  Butler, 

"  *Lemuel  Hastings  Arnold.  " 

"  *(3Iiver  Angell,  •'   • 

"  *John  Russell  Bartlett. 

I  S3  2.         *  Samuel  Ames,  " 

*George  Gordon  King, 
*Elisha  Reynolds  Potter,  Jr., 

1534.  *Samuel  Barrett  Gushing, 
♦William  D.  Terrj. 

"  *Robert  Johnson, 

1535.  *John  Whipple, 
"  *'rhomas  Wilson  Dorr, 
"  *William  Anthony, 
"  *Charles  Eldredge, 
"  *'rheophilus  Colhoun  Dunn, 
"  *William  Evans, 
"  *Christopher  Grant  Perry. 

*John  Alfred  Hazard, 
1836.         *Joseph  Mauran, 
"  *James  Greene  Anthony.  " 

*  Peter  Pratt, 

"  *Tully  Dorrance  Bowen,  " 

"  *John  Edwin  Brown,  " 

*Edward  Brooks  Hall, 

"  *Thomas  Coles  Hartshorn.  •' 

"  *Daniel  Cooke  Gushing,  ■' 

"  *Thomas  Brown  Fenner,  " 

"  *John  Kingsbury,  " 

"  *William  Gorton  Bowen.  E.  (Greenwich. 

"  *Amherst  Everett,  Providence. 

"  *Joseph  Sheldon  Cooke,  " 

"  Rowland  Gibson  Hazard.  S.  Kingstown. 

"  *Richard  Anthony,  North  Prov. 

"  *Richard  Kidder  Randolph,  Newport. 

"  *John  Broun  Herreshotf,  Bristol. 

"  *Henry  Bowen  Anthony,  Providence. 


Newport. 

S.  Kingstown. 

Providence. 

Newport. 
Providence. 

Coventry. 

E.  Greenwich. 

Newport. 


Providence. 


RESIDENT    JIEMBEKS. 
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DATE  OF   ELECTION. 

1836.  *George  Wheaton  Jackson, 
"  *William  Tully  Dorrance, 
"  *Hiram  Fuller, 

"  *Christopher  Allen, 

1837.  *Thomas  Shepard, 

"  *Arthur  Amasa  Ross, 

1838.  Elisha  Dyer,  Jr., 
1S39.  *Alexis  Caswell, 

1840.  *Thomas  Vernon, 
"  *  Alfred  Bosworth, 
"  *Samuel  Larned, 

1841.  *John  Power  Knowles, 

"  Nathan  Hammett  Gould, 

*Wilkins  Updike, 

"  *Nathan  Bishop, 

"  Alexander  Duncan, 

1842.  *Charles  Coffin  Jewett, 

"  *\Velcome  Arnold  Greene, 

1843.  *Samuel  Osgood, 

"  John  Andrews  Howland, 

1844.  ^Stephen  Randall, 

'■  *Richard  Waterman, 

"  William  Gammell, 

"  *Samuel  Greene  Arnold, 

"  Rufus  Waterman, 

"  *(Teorge  Bacon  Jastram, 

1846.  *Josiah  Phillips  Tustin, 

"  *Guy  Mannering  Fessenden, 

"  *Francis  Edwin  Hoppin, 
"  Charles  Smith  Bradley, 

"  Thomas  Lyman  Bunnell, 

"  *William  Penn  Rathbone. 

"  *Am.asa  Manton, 
"  RoUin  Mathewson, 

1847.  *Levi  Curtis  Eaton, 
'•  *David  King, 

''  Charles  Wentworth  Parsons 

"  *Thomas  Mackie  Burgess, 

"  *Charles  Burnett,  Jr. , 

"  *yohn  Payne  Cleveland, 

1848.  *E^d\vin  Martin  Stone, 

1849.  *James  Nathaniel  Granger, 
"  Thomas  Durfee, 


Providence. 


N.  Kingstown. 
Bristol. 
Newport. 
Providence. 

S.  Kingstown. 

Warren. 

Providence. 

Newport. 

S.  Kingstown. 

Providence. 


North  Prov. 
Providence. 


Warren. 
Providence. 


North  Prov. 

Newport. 

Providence. 


*i86o 
*i88o 
*i8So 
*i848 

*i879 
*i864 

*i877 
♦1876 
*i862 
*i846 
*i887 

*i867 
*i8So 

*i86S 
♦1870 
*i88o 

*i874 
*i855 

*i88o 

*i879 
*i887 
♦1871 
*i868 


*i877 
*i869 

*i853 
*i882 

*i856 
*i848 

*i873 
*i883 
*i853 


*  Deceased. 
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DATE  OF  ELECTIOK. 


1849. 

1S5O. 
1S5I. 

I  85  J. 
'853- 


1854- 
1855- 


Samuel  Wardwcll  Peckliam,  Providence. 


1S56. 


E.  Greenwich. 
Providence. 


Glocester. 
Providence. 
Newport. 
Providence. 


North  Prov. 
Providence. 


*Josepli  Winsor, 

Henry  Truman  Beckwith, 
*Shubael  Hutchins, 

William  Goddard, 
*George  Lewis  Collins, 
*Geo.  Huntington  Browne. 
*Thomas  Arthur  Doyle, 

*  William  Beach  Lawrence, 
*Allen  Ormsbee  Peck, 
*Charles  Potter, 
*William  Henry  Helme, 

Reuben  Aldridge  Guild, 
*William  Mitchell  Rodman. 

*  Stephen  Thayer  Olney, 
William  Sprague, 
William  Mason  Bailey, 
Henry  Canfield  Preston, 

*Henry  Anthony,  " 

♦William  Peckham  Bullock, 
James  Burrill  AngelK  " 

Chas.  Henry  Parkhurst.  " 

*IIenry  Jackson,  Newport. 

*Charles  Cotesworth  Beaman,  Scituate. 

Walter  Snow  Burges,  Providence. 

♦Benjamin  Cowell, 
♦John  Hosmer  ILimlin,  " 

♦Henry  Augustus  Rogers.  " 

♦Barnas  Sears,  " 

♦Thomas  Perkins  Shepard.  " 

Edwin  Miller  Snow,  " 

Albert  Smith  (iallup,  Cranston. 

♦Edward  Harris,  Woonsocket 

♦Sylvanus  Chace  Newman,       Pawtucket. 

Asa  Messer  Gammell,  Warren. 

♦Sylvester  Gardner  Sherman,  N.  Kingstow 
♦Americus  Vespucius  Potter,    Providence. 
James  Winchell  Coleman  l^ly,      " 
Charles  Sabin,  " 

♦Wingate  Hayes,  " 

♦Thomas  Alexander  Teti't,  " 

♦Joseph  Story  Pitman,  " 

♦Henry  Wood  Lothrop, 


•  Deceased. 
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DATE  OF  ELECTION. 

1856.  *James  Thomas  Rhodes,  Providence. 
"               Royal  Chapin  Taft, 

1857.  Welcome  Owen  Brown, 
"  *Dexter  M.  Leonard, 
"  Sidney  Smith  Rider, 
"  *Amos  Denison  Smith, 
"  *James  Youngs  Smith, 
"  *Jeremiah  Lewis  Diman,  Fall  River. 
"  *William  Daniel  Brayton,         Warwick. 

"  George  Lewis  Clarke,  Providence. 

*Seth  Padelford, 

1858.  Lewis  Dexter,  Jr. ,  Providence. 
"              Amos  Perry, 
"              Richmond  Pearl  Everett, 
"  *Josiah  Dunham  Hedge, 
"              John  Gorham, 
"  *Henry  Bernadin  Drowne, 
"  *Byron  Diman,  Bristol. 

"  *Josiah  Whitaker,  Providence. 

"  William  Binney,  " 

"  *Thomas  Poynton  Ives,  " 

"  *Elisha  Dyer  Vinton,  " 

"  *William  Cory  Snow,  " 

"  James  Haydon  Coggeshall,  " 

"  *John  Holden,  Warwick. 

"  *William  Greene  Williams,        Providence. 

"  *William  Taylor  Grinnell,  " 

"  Charles  Hyde  Denison,  Westerly. 

1859.  William  Danforth  Hilton,        Providence 
♦Daniel  Allen  Taylor, 

"  *Henry  Clay  Whitaker,  " 

"  George  Beckford  Calder,  " 

"  *Robinson  Potter  Dunn,  " 

"  *William  Earle,  " 

"  *Jervis  Johnson  Smith,  Glocester. 

i860.  *William  Snell  Haines,  Providence. 

"  *Daniel  Howland  Greene,  E.  Greenwic 

"  ^Henry  Wight  Diman,  Bristol. 

x86i.  *William  Attmore  Robinson,    Providence. 
"  Jabez  Comstock  Knight,  " 

"  *  Abraham  Payne,  " 

"  Rufus  Waterman,  " 

1862.  William  Davis  Ely, 


=  1873 


^1858 

►1877 
^1876 
^1881 
^1887 

'1878 


*i879 

*iS73 
*i865 
*i87i 

*i865 
*i86o 
*i872 

*iSS7 
*i879 
*i8Si 


*i886 
*i887 

*i867 
*i878 
*i864 
*i887 
*i886 
*i884 
*i872 

*iS86 


*  Deceased. 
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ATE  OF  KLBCTION. 

1S62.  John  Spiirr  Ormsbee, 

1865.  *John  Oldfield, 

"  Desmond  Fitzgerald, 

1866.  *  William  Greene,  * 
■'              Horatio  Rogers, 

1S67.  *Henry  Taylor  Cornett, 

"  *Charles  Augustus  Nichols, 

"  George  Taylor  Paine, 

"  John  Joseph  Header, 

"  Albert  Varnum  Jenckes, 

"  Robert  Babcock  Chambers. 

"  Stephen  Stone  Keene, 

"  Charles  Blake, 

"  *John  Davis  Jones, 

1S6S.  *Henry  Rousmaniere, 

"  Amasa  Smith  Westcott, 

"  Henry  Jonah  Steere, 

"  Thomas  Wilson  Chace, 

'■  William  Babcock  Weeden, 

1869.  John  Erastus  Lester, 

"  William  Staples, 

"  Isaac  Harrison  Southwick, 

"  *Peleg  Weaver  Gardiner, 

1570.  Francis  Brinley, 

'■  Benjamin  Frank  Pabodie. 

1571.  *Amos  William  Snow, 
'■  Rowland  Hazard, 

"  F"rederic  Street  Hoppin. 

*Robert  Whcaton, 

"  Sidney  Dean, 

1872.  Thomas  Williams  Bicknell, 

"  James  Henry  Armington, 

"  Holder  Borden  Bowen, 

"  Edwin  Barrows, 

"  Amasa  Mason  Eaton, 

"  Henry  Lippitt, 

"  William  Francis  Channing, 

"  William  Grosvenor, 

"  William  Grosvenor,  Jr. , 

"  *Robert  Grosvenor, 

"  Francis  Wood  Carpenter, 

"  Johns  Hopkins  Congdon, 

"  Lyman  Bowers  Frieze, 


Providence. 


Warwick. 
Providence 


Warwick. 
Providence. 


Newport. 
Providence. 


Warren. 

Barrington. 

Providence. 


North  Providence 
Providence. 


*  Deceased. 
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DATE  OF   ELECTION. 


1873- 


Providence. 


1874. 


Pawtucket. 

Coventry. 

Providence. 


*Ed\vard  Pearce, 

William  Augustus  Mowrj, 

Henry  Francis  Smith, 

Henry  Howard, 

Benjamin  Tucker  Eames, 
*George  Henry  Corliss, 
*Henry  Lewis  Kendall, 

Samuel  Fis-ke  Hilton, 
♦Joseph  Jesse  Cooke, 

Jarvis  Bowen  Swan, 

J.  Herbert  Shedd, 
*George  Lyman  Claflin, 

Henry  Grinnell  Russell, 

Charles  Earl  Carpenter, 

William  Corliss, 

Walter  Blodgett, 

James  Cliftord  Hidden, 

George  Russell  Drowne, 
*Daniel  Wanton  Lyman, 

Sam  Ward  Clarke, 
*William  Jones  Miller, 
♦Joseph  Rogers  Brown, 

Charles  Edwin  Boone, 

James  Henry  Eldredge, 

Charles  Hart, 
*Earl  Philip  Mason, 

Theodore  Winthrop  Phillips, 

Carlton  Albert  Staples, 

Benjamin  Francis  Thurston,         " 

Olney  Arnold,  Pawtucket. 

♦Matthew  Watson  Armington,  Providence. 

Joshua  Melancthon  Addeman, 

Nelson  Wilmarth  Aldrich,  " 

Stephen  Brownell,  " 

♦Ambrose  Everett  Burnside,  " 

Barnabas  J.  Chace,  " 

♦Edward  Thompson  Caswell,  " 

Henry  Clay  Cranston, 

Daniel  Eugene  Day, 
♦Albert  Dailey, 
♦Arba  Ballard  Dike, 

Carl  William  Ernst, 
♦Henry  Lewis  Fairbrother, 


North  Prov. 
Apponaug. 
Bristol. 
Providence. 

E.  Greenwich. 
Providence. 


'1 38 1 


*iS8S 
♦1883 

*i88i 


♦1886 


*i886 

*i886 
♦1876 


♦1876 

♦1S87 

♦1S81 

♦1SS7 


♦1S77 
♦iS8r 


•  Deceased. 
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DATE  OF  ELECTION 
1874 


1875- 


*Simon  Henry  Greene,  Warwick. 
Henry  Augustus  Harrington,  Providence 
William  Henry  Hopkins, 
Albert  Holbrook, 
Thomas  Jefterson  Hill, 

*William  Sullivan  Johnson, 
William  Kellen, 
William  Gully  Randall  Mowry, 
Charles  Gerald  McKnight, 

George  Corliss  Nightingale,  Jr. 
Benjamin  Williams  Persons, 

*Benjamin  (jladding  Pabodie. 
Charles  Franklin  Paige, 

Erastus  Richardson,  Woonsocket 

James  Shaw,  Jr.,  Providence. 

Gideon  Lawton  Spencer,  Pawtucket. 

William  Henry  Traver,  Providence. 

Henry  Edward  Turner,  Newport. 

Charles  Frederic  Taylor,  Providence. 

*Samuel  Hazard  Wales,  " 

*John  Pitman  Walker,  " 
George  Washington  Whitford, 

Charles  Aplin,  " 

William  Ames,  " 

*Albert  (xorham  Angell,  " 

John  Adams  Brown,  " 

William  Wanton  Bunnell,  " 

Henry  Wood  Gardner,  " 

Henry  Townsend  Grant,  " 

William  A.  Griswold,  " 

Robert  Ives  (Jammell,  " 

Augustus  Samuel  Miller,  " 

Ed\vin  Augustus  Smith,  '■ 

William  Olney  Sherman,  " 

Samuel  Gardiner  Trippe.  " 

James  Eddy,  " 


=  1885 


'1S87 


'1S80 


^1886 

^1887 


'1884 


•  Deceased. 

NoTK. — The  list  to  be  continued  another  year.     Information  as  to  full 
names  and  year  of  death  solicited. 


LIFE    MEMBERS. 


LIFE  MEMBERS. 


1874- 
1875. 
1876. 
1877. 
1879. 


1880. 


18S3. 

1884. 
S885. 


1 886. 


BATE  OF  ELECTION. 

1872.  George  Taylor  Paine,  Providence. 
"          Henry  Truman  Beckvvith,  " 

"  *William  Greene,  Warwick. 

"  Rowland  Gibson  Hazard,  S.  Kingstow 

"  Holder  Borden  Bowen,  Providence. 

"  Amasa  Mason  Eaton,  " 

1873.  *James  Youngs  Smith,  " 
"  Jarvis  Bowen  Swan,  " 

*Benjamin  Gladding  Pabodie,  " 

*Albert  Gorham  Angell,  " 

William  Ely, 

Hezekiah  Conant, 
*  Samuel  Greene  Arnold, 
*Amos  DeForest  Lockwood, 
*Royal  Woodward, 

Charles  Gorton, 
*John  Pitman  Walker, 

Alexander  Duncan, 

John  Pitman  Mumford, 

Thomas  Poynton  Ives  Goddard 

Henry  Grinnell  Russell, 

William  G.  Weld, 

John  Nicholas  Brown, 

George  Peabody  Wetmore,  " 

Harold  Brown,  " 

fohn  Wilkinson  Danielson,         Providence. 


Pawtucket. 
Portsmouth. 
Providence. 
Albany,  N.  Y, 
Providence. 

London,  Eng. 
Providence. 


Newport. 


'1SS3 


=  1876 

=  iS8o 
=  1884 


*i8So 
*i884 
*i882 

*iSS7 


*  Deceased. 
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HONORARY  MEMBERS, 

IN    THE    ORDKR    <)l      THK.IK    KLKCTION.       RESIDENCES    (ilVEN    AS    WHEN 

ELECTED. 


1S23.  *Richard  Ray  Ward, 

"  *Benjamin  Bowen  Carter, 

"  *George  Gibbs, 

"  *Benjamin  Allen, 

"  *Francis  Baylies, 

"  *Henry  Wheaton, 

1829.  *EdAvard  James  Thayer, 

"  *Aniedde  Gowry  Williams  Thayer, 

1830.  *Charles  Christian  Rafn, 
"  *Abiel  Holmes, 

1831.  *John  Farmer, 

"  *Henry  N.  Cruger, 

"  *John  Tanner, 

"  *William  Lincoln, 

"  *Samuel  fennison, 

1833.  *Samuel  Lee, 

"  *Francis  Augustus  Coxe, 

"  *Charles  Wentvvorth  Upham, 

"  *William  Buell  Sprague, 

"  *Christopher  Columbus  Baldwin, 

1834.  Joshua  Wilson, 
"  William  Copley, 
"  *Thomas  Robbins, 

1835.  *Robert  Southey, 

"  *Thomas  Thompson, 

"  George  Bancroft, 

"  *nenry  Leavitt  Ellsworth, 


NTew  York.     . 

*iS73 

" 

*i83i 

Long  Island. 

*i833 

Hyde  Park,  Eng. 

*i829 

Taunton. 

*iS52 

New  York.     . 

*i848 

Paris,  France, 

*r858 

" 

*i868 

Copenhagen,  Den. 

♦1864 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

*i837 

Concord,  N.  H.     . 

*i858 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Concord,  N.  H.     . 

*i847 

Worcester,  Mass. 

*i843 

"     . 

*i86o 

Cambridge,  Eng. 

*i852 

London,  Eng. 

*i853 

Salem,  Mass. 

*i875 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

*i876 

Worcester,  Mass. 

*i835 

London,  Eng. 

Oxford,  Eng. 

Mattapoisett,  Mass. 

*i856 

Kesvvick,  Eng. 

*i843 

Liverpool,  Eng. 
Northampton,  Mass. 
Hartford,  Conn.   . 


*i85S 
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1835       *Gulian  Crommelin  Verplanck, 
"        *John  Wakefield  Francis, 
"        *Benjamin  Waterhouse, 
"        *Roberts  Vaux, 
"        *L,evvis  Cass, 
"        *Henrj  Rovve  Schoolcraft, 

*Timothy  Flint, 
"       *Caleb  Atwater, 
J836.     *The  Duke  of  Cleveland, 
"  Councellor  de  Macedo, 

"        *Sir  Henry  Agar  Ellis, 
"        *Johann  Friedrich  Wilhelin  Schlci 
"        *Finn  Magnusen, 

*  Carlo  Botta, 

*Robert  Walsh, 
"        *William  Ellery  Channing, 

*Thomas  Church  Brownell, 
"        *Edward  Everett, 
"        *Joseph  Story, 

1837.  *Alexander  Hill  Everett, 
*James  Luce  Kingsley, 

1838.  E.  W.  Werland, 

"        *Bertel  Thorwaldsen, 

"        *William  Ilickling  Prescott, 

"        *William  Cogswell, 

"        *Friedrich    Heinrich    Alexander 

Humboldt, 
"        *Charles  Abraham  Elton, 

*Adam  Sedgwick, 
"  Nicol  Henri  Julius, 

"        *Alexis  de  Tocqueville, 

1840.  *Joseph  John  Gurney, 
"        *Alexander  Young, 

"        *James  Savage, 
"        *John  Pickering, 
♦Timothy  Pitkin, 

1841.  *John  iSIcPherson  Berrien, 

1842.  John  Eustis  Giles, 

1859.  Robert  Charles  Winthrop, 
1861.       Don  Bartolomeo  Mitre, 

"  Don  Domingo  Sarmiento. 

1868.       William  Leete  Stone, 

"  George  Hannah, 


New  York.    . 

*iS7o 

" 

*iS6i 

Cambridgeport,  Mass.  *i846 

Philadelphia. 

*i836 

Washington,  D.  C.       *i866 

New  York.     . 

*i864 

Cincinnati,  O. 

*i84o 

Circleville,  O. 

*i867 

England. 

*iS42 

Lisbon,  Portugal. 

London,  Eng. 

*i869 

el,    Copenhagen. 

*i836 

Copenhagen. 

*i847 

Italy.      . 

*i837 

Philadelphia,  Penn,      *i859 

Boston,  Mass. 

*i842 

Hartford,  Conn. 

*i865 

Boston,  Mass. 

*i865 

Cambridge,  Mass 

*i845 

Newton,  Mass. 

*iS47 

New  Haven,  Conn.       *i852 

Copenhagen. 

" 

*i844 

Boston,  Mass. 

.         *i8S9 

" 

♦1850 

von 

Paris,  France. 

*i859 

Bristol,  Eng. 

*i853 

Cambridge,  Eng. 

*i873 

Berlin,  Prussia. 

Paris,  France. 

*iS59 

Norwich,  Eng. 

*iS47 

Boston,  Mass. 

*iS54 

" 

*i873 

11         11 

♦1846 

Utica,  N.  Y. 

*i847 

Savannah,  Ga. 

♦1856 

Leeds,  Eng. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Argentine  Republic. 

New  York. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


*  Deceased. 
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1869.  Don  Antonio  Garcia  y  Garcia, 

1870.  Charles  Patrick  Daly, 

1871.  *George  Grote, 
'■  *(jeorge  GotttVicci  Crcrvinus. 

1S72.        Hamilton  Fish, 

1873.  *Joscph  Henry, 
"  *VVilliam  Cullen  Bryant, 
"  *}ohn  Lothrop  Motley, 

1874.  James  Anthony  Froude, 
"  *Brantz  Mayer, 

1877.  *Marshall  Pinckney  Wilder, 
1878        Jose  Maria  Latino  Coelho, 

"  K.  Gislason, 

1879.  *Charles  Francis  Adams. 

1S80.  Carl  Schurz, 

18S3.  George  Edward  Ellis, 

18S6.  James  Hammond  Trumbull, 

*  Deceased. 


Peru. 

New  York. 

London,  Eng. 

*iS7r 

Heidelberg. 

*iS7i 

Washington,  D.  C. 

•' 

♦1878 

New  York. 

♦1878 

London,  Eng. 

*.S77 

Oxford,  Eng. 

Baltimore. 

*i879 

Dorchester,  .Mass. 

*iS86 

Lisbon,  Portugal. 

Copenhagen,  Den. 

C^iincy,  Mass. 

*i886 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Boston. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

CORRESPONDING    MEMBKKS. 
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CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

IN    THE    ORDER    OF    THEIR    ELECTION.  RESIDENCES    GIVEN    AS    WHEN 

ELECTED. 


1835.  *Andi-ew  Allen  Harwood, 

1836.  *John  Russell, 
"        *Peter  Force, 

1837.  *John  Henry  Clifford, 

1838.  *Maturin  Lewis  Fisher, 
•"        *George  Washington  Greene, 

*Israel  Keech  Tefft, 

"  Henry  Barnard, 

"         *Henrv  Wadsworth  Longfellow, 

"        *Bela  Bates  ?2dwards, 
1840.       John  Bagster, 
1842.     *CharIes  William  Bradley, 

1846.  *George  Sumner, 
"        *Cornelius  George  Fenner. 

1847.  Charles  Deane, 

1849.  *John  Wingate  Thornton. 
*Ben  Perley  Poore, 

David  Pulsifer, 
*Jacob  Bailey  Moore, 
*Charles  Nichols  Talbot, 
♦William  Thaddeus  Harris, 

Comte  de  Circourt, 
*Samuel  Gardner  Drake, 
*Joseph  Barlow  Felt, 

1850.  George  Sears  Greene, 
1853.     *George  Brinlev, 

1857.  Charles  Congdon, 

1858.  Thomas  Stafford  Drowne, 
"  John  Ward  Dean, 
"         ^Henrj  Crawford  Dorr, 


U.  S.  N. 

*i8S4 

Bluffdale,  111. 

*i884 

Washington,  D.  C. 

*i868 

New  Bedford,  Mass.     . 

*i876 

Worcester,  Mass. 

*i879 

Rome,  Italy. 

*i883 

Savannah,  Ga. 

*iS6-> 

Hartford,  Conn. 

V,     Cambridge,  Mass. 

*i88^ 

Andover,  Mass.  . 

*i8,sJ 

London,  Eng. 

East  Haddam,  Conn. 

*i865 

Boston. 

*i863 

Ohio 

*i847 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Boston,             " 

*i87S 

'.'. 

*i887 

New  York. 

*i853 

... 

*i874 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

*i854 

Paris,  France. 

Boston. 

*i875 

"       .          .          .          . 

*i869 

New  York. 
Hartford,  Conn. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Boston. 
New  York. 


^•1875 
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iS6o. 

iS6i. 
iS66. 
1867. 

1868. 


1869. 


1858.        Horatio  Gntes  Jones, 

"        *Giles  Sanfoid, 
1S59.       Caleb  Davis  Biadlee, 
"        *Julius  Aboineau  Palmer, 
"  Samuel  Coffin  Eastman, 

"  Henry  Thayer  Drowne, 

"        *James  Spear  Loring, 
"        *yoseph  Palmer, 
"        *Almon  Danforth  Ilodges, 
'•  William  Stevens  Perrj, 

*Charles  Ira  Bushnell, 

George  Ilenry  Moore, 
♦William  West  Dobbins, 
♦Frederick  De  Peyster, 

Frederick  Arnold  Holden. 

Samuel  Abbott  Green, 

James  Shrigley. 

Charles  William  Frederickson, 
*Nonce  Rocca, 

John  Gilmarv  Shea, 
"  Ainsworth  Rand  SpotYord, 

'■        *lsaac  Ray, 
"  Charles  Jeremiah  Iloadly. 

"  Daniel  Steele  Durrie, 

"  John  Watts  De  Peyster, 

"  Elbridge  Henry  Goss, 

"  Solon  Wanton  Bush, 

"        *John  Langdon  Sibley, 
"        *Nathaniel  Bouton, 

James  Burrill  Angell, 
"  William  Phineas  Upham, 

"        *Ed\vin  Augustus  Dalrymple, 

John  C.  Stockvvell, 
'•  Samuel  Latham  Mitchell  Barlow 

"        *Stephen  Whitney  PhcL'nix, 

1870.  Samuel  A.  Briggs, 

"  Charles  Myrick  Thurston, 

"        *Evert  Augustus  Duyckinck, 

*William  Pitt  Palmer, 
"  Charles  Rau. 

'•  Daniel  Garrison  Brinton, 

1871.  *Increase  Allen  Lapham, 
'•        *John  Wilson, 

"  Benjamin  F.  Browne, 


Philadelphia. 

Erie,  Penn. 

*iSCyG 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Boston. 

*iS72 

Concord,  N.  H. 

New  York. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

*i8Si 

Boston. 

*i87i 

"                 •          .          . 

*iS78 

Nashua,  N.  H. 

New  York.   . 

*i883 

Erie,  Penn. 

*i877 

New  York.  . 

*i882 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Boston. 

Philadelphia. 

New  York. 

Timis. 

*i87o 

New  York. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Philadelphia. 

*i88i 

Hartford,  Conn. 

Madison,  Wis. 

New  York. 

Melrose,  Mass. 

Boston. 

Cambridge,  Mass. 
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[856.  Ely,  James  W.  C. 

[862.  Ely,  William  Davis 

1858.  Everett,  Richmond  Pearl 

1876.  Fay,  Henry  H. 
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1885.  Fitzgerald,  O.  Edward 
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1881.  Foster,  William  E. 
[855.  Gammell,  Asa  Messer 
1875.  Gammell,  Robert  Ives 

4.  Gammell,  William 

[8S4.  Gammell,  William,  Jr. 

1875.  Gardner,  Henry  W. 

18S5.  George,  Charles  H. 

[8S0.  Goddard.  Francis  Wood 

[881.  Goddard,  Moses  Brown  Ives 

1850.  Goddard,  William 

1S83.  Goodwin,  Daniel 

1875.  Grant,  Henry  Townsend 

1878.  Greene,  Edward  A. 
[876.  Greene,  Henry  L. 
1887.  Greene,  Thomas  C. 

1877.  Greene,  W.  Maxwell 

1879.  Greer,  David  H. 

1883.  Gregory,  Harry 
[872.  Grosvenor,  William 
[872.  Grosvenor,  William,  Jr. 
1887.  Guild,  Reuben  Aldridge 

1882.  Hall,  Jennison  C. 
578.  Hall,  Robert 

[878.  Harkness,  Albert 

1874.  Harrington,  Henry  Augustus 

1884.  Harris,  William  A. 

1883.  Ilarson,  M.  Joseph 
[871.  Hazard,  Rowland 
[881.  Hersey,  George  D. 

1873.  Hidden,  Henry  Atkins 
[873.  Hidden,  James  Clifford 
1S74.  Hill,  Thomas  Jefferson 

1874.  Holbrook,  Albert 
1874.  Hopkins,  William  H. 
1887.  Hopkins,  William  H.,  2d. 
[871.  Hoppin,  Frederic  Street 
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843 .  H  o  w  I  a  n  d ,  Jo  h  n  A  n  d  re  ws 
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880.  Kenyon,  James  S. 
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884.  King,  William  Dehon 

885.  King,  George  Gordon 
S85.  King,  LeRoy 
883.  Klapp,  Lyman 
879.  Knight,  Edward  B. 

853.  Ladd,  Herbert  W. 

879.  Lincoln,  John  Larkin 

880.  Lippitt,  Christopher 
S78.  Lippitt,  Charles  Warren 
872.  Lippitt,  Henry 

881.  Littlefield,  Alfred  II. 

877.  Mason,  Earl  Philip 
S77.  Mason,  Eugene  W. 
S77.  Mason,  George  Chaniplin 

854.  Mason,  George  Chaniplin,  Jr_ 

881.  Mason,  John  H. 

575.  Mauran,  James  K. 
883.  Meader,  Lewis  II. 
876.  Metcalf,  Henry  B.,  Paw'kt. 
875.  Miller,  Augustus  Samuel 

851.  Miner,  Francis  Wayland 

886.  Monro,  H.  Usher 

576.  Moulton,  Sullivan 

886.  Mowry,  Raymond  G. 
874.  Mowry,  William  G-  R. 

577.  Munro,  Bennett  J. 

882.  Munroe,  Oliver  B. 
8S0.  Nichols,  Amos  G. 
S76.  Nickerson,  Edward  I. 
874.  Nightingale,  Geo.  Corliss,  Jr. 

887.  Norris,  Samuel,  Jr. 
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Roelker,  William  G. 

i86[. 

1 888. 
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Sabin,  Charles 

1874. 

1877- 
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1877. 
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1874. 
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1884. 
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Sheffield,  William  P.,  Jr. 
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Sheldon,  Nicholas 

1886. 
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1877. 
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18S3. 

Slicer,  Thomas  R. 
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Smith,  Charles  H. 
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Southwick,,  Isaac  Harrison 
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Spencer,  Gideon  L. 
Spicer,  William  A. 
Spooner,  Henry  J. 
Staples,  William 
Stecre,  Henry  Jonah 
Stiness,  John  Henry 
Stone,  Alfred 
Stone,  Waterman 
Sturges,  Howard  O. 
Taft,  Royal  Chapin 
Talbot,  Frederick 
Taylor,  Charles  Frederic 
Thomas,  Charles  Lloyd 
Thurston,  Benjamin  Francis 
Tillinghast,  James 
Trippe,  Samuel  Gardiner 
Tucker,  William  A. 
Turner,  Henry  Edward 
Updike,  Daniel  Berkeley 
Vernon,  Joseph  Peace 
Vose,  James  Gardner 
Walton,  William  A. 
Waterman,  Rufus 
Wecden,  William  Babcock 
Welling,  Rich'd  Ward  Greene 
White,  Stillman 
Whitford,  George  Washington 
Wightman,  Augustus  A. 
Wilbour,  Joshua 
Williams,  Alfred  Mason 
Williams,  Zephaniah 
Wilson,  Ellery  H. 
Winsor,  Richard  Brown 
Wood,  Mark  H. 
Wood,  William  H. 
Woods,  Marshall 
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1872. 
1872. 
1872. 
1872. 
1872. 

1873- 
1876. 
1877. 
1880. 
18S0. 
1883. 
18S3. 


1885. 


George  Taylor  Paine, 
Henry  Truman  Beckwith, 
Rowland  Gibson  Hazard, 
Holder  Borden  Bowen, 
Amasa  Mason  Eaton, 
Jarvis  Bowen  Swan, 
William  Ely, 
Hezekiah  Conant, 
Charles  Gorton, 
Alexander  Duncan, 
John  Pitman  Mumford, 
Thomas  Pointon  Ives  Goddard, 
Henry  Grinnell  Russell, 
William  G.  Weld, 
John  Nicholas  Brown, 
George  Peabody  Wetmore, 
Harold  Brown, 
John  Wilkinson  Danielson, 


Providence. 

Providence. 

South   Kingstown. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Pawtucket. 

Providence. 

London,  Eng. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Newport. 

Newport. 

Newport. 

Newport 

Providence. 


114  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


INDEX. 


Page. 
Address  of  the  President,         ......       10-21 

Andrews,  Prof.  E.  B.,  paper  read  by,       .  .  .  .  .5 

".....  8 

Andrews,  Dr.  I.  W. ,  letter  from,  .  .  .  .  .8 

Brown,  Marie  A.,  essay  of,  presented  by  chairman,  .  .  6 

Caldwell,  Rev.  S.  L. ,  D.  d. ,  paper  read  by,        .  ...         5 

Clark,  Dr.  F.  C,  paper  read  by,  .  .       '       .  .  5 

Committee  on  Publications  authorized  to  print,  .  .  .9 

Contributions  reported  by  Library  Committee, 

7,  10,  II,  12,  17,  25,  30,  31,  32,  33,  34 

Durfee,  Chief  Justice,  communication  from,      .  .  .  .6 

Dyer,  ex-Governor,  paper  presented  by,        ....  6 

"  Extracts  from  paper  of,  read  by  the  President,  .         7 

"  Letter  from,     ......  7 

Ely,  William  D.,  paper  read  by,  .  .  .  .  .8 

Everett,  R.  S.,  report  presented  by,  .....  7 

Gammell,  President,  address  of,  .  .  .  .  .  10-21 

Greene,  Gen.  Geo.  S.,  communication  from,  ...  5 

Guild,  Dr.  Reuben  A.,  paper  read  by,     .  .  .  .  ,5 

Hazard,  J.  P.,  letter  from,         ......  7 

Huling,  R.  G  ,  paper  read  by,      ......  ^ 

Individuals,  gifts  received  from,  .....       S4-85 

Institutions  and  Corporations,  gifts  received  from,        .  .  -83 

Lyman,  D.  W. ,  communication  from  executors  of  the  will  of,        .  6 

Members,  Resident,  elected,             .....  8-9 

"                "          deaths  of,     .             .             .             .             .  .16 

'■                 "          list  of  original,  and  other,  to  1875,    .             .  86-94 

— 1S88,         ...             .             .             .  110-112 


INDEX.  115 

Paqe. 

Members,  Corresponding,  elected,   .....  8-9 

"                        "              deaths  of,     .             .             .             .  .16 

"                         "               list  of,     .             .             .              .             .  99-103 

Honorary                  •'                ....  96-98 

Life  "... 

"    —1888  "  .... 


95 
"3 


Mowry,  William  A.,  paper  read  by,  ....  8 

Necrology. 

Ariel  Ballon,  m.  d.,  .  .  .  .  .  .  61-63 

Edward  Thompson  Caswell,  m.  d.,    .             .             .              .  64-67 

Barnabas  Benton  Hammond,         ....  67-69 

William  Sullivan  Johnson,      .....  69-71 

Estus  Lamb,            ......  71-74 

James  Pierce  Root,       ......  74-7 S 

John  Pitman  Walker,          .....  75-77 

Arthur  Amory  Gammell,         .....  77 

Thomas  Vernon,     ......  77-82 

New  London  County  Historical  Society,  communications  from,  9 

Officers  of  the  Society,     .......       3-4 

"         "  "         from  its  commencement,     .  .  .      104-109 

Papers  read,  list  of,  .  .  .  .  .         5,  6,  7,  8  also  15 

Peckham,  Prof.  S.  P.,  paper  read  by,  ....  ^ 

Preston,  Howard  W.,  paper  read  by,      .....  S 

Report  of  Committee  on  Building  and  Grounds.     ...  22 

"        ■*             "           "   Library,           .             .             .             .  .23 

"        "             "           "    Publications,         ....  35 

"        "  Procurator,        ......  35-36 

"        "  Treasurer,               ......  37-39 

Seal  of  the  Society,  report  on,  by  William  D.  Ely,       .  .  40-60 

Slicer,  Rev.  Thomas  R.,  paper  read  by,         ....  6 

Tax  voted,  ........         9 

Warwick,  report  on  settlement  of,      .             .             .             .             .  40-60 

Weeden,  William  B.,  report  of  meetings  of  American  Historical 

Association,         .......  7 

Weeden,  William  B.,  paper  read  by,          .             .             .             .  .8 

Winsor,  Justin,  paper  read  by,             .....  8 


Form  for  a  Devise  of  Land. 


I  give  and  devise  to  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society, 
a  corporation  created  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  and  its  assigns,  [^fiere  describe  the  land 
to  be  devised.^ 


Form  for  a  Bequest. 


I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society, 
a  corporation  created  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  &c,.,  \Jiere  state  the  sum  of  money  ^or  describe 
the  personal  property  to  he  bequeathed.^ 


£   9 


..'fi) 


I 


I 


